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This is the first instalment of the Sierra Leone journals and diary of Zachary Macaulay. 
His extensive correspondence with Henry Thornton, Chairman of the Court of Directors 
of the Sierra Leone Company, is contained in a series of journals which cover substantial 
sections of the time he spent in Sierra Leone between 1793 and 1799.1 Initially it is 
planned to publish edited editions of his journals and diary for the years 1793 to 1794. 
This first section is based on Macaulay’s journal for 16 June 1793 to 5 October 1793. This 
introduction will be extended in later instalments. 
 
 Zachary Macaulay (1768-1838), father of the historian Thomas Babington Macaulay 
(1800-1859), arrived in Sierra Leone in December 1792 as one of two members of council 
appointed to assist the governor.2 By the time of his final departure from the colony in 
April 1799 he had spent varying lengths of time as acting governor and governor. This 
was an important first phase in the career of Zachary Macaulay; a career which embraced 
campaigning in the two main phases of abolitionism. His obituary referred to how he 
‘partook, for more than forty successive years in the counsels and in the labours which, 
guided and blest by God, first rescued the British Empire from the guilt of the slave trade; 
and finally conferred freedom on eight hundred thousand slaves’.3  
 
 The colony for free blacks in Sierra Leone, a hilly peninsula on the west coast of 
Africa, was of tremendous symbolic importance to abolitionist campaigners.4 According 
to the first official report of the Company, published by James Phillips in 1791, it was 
intended to diffuse ‘European light, knowledge and improvement’ to the natives of Africa 
through religious and moral instruction.5 They aimed to undermine the ‘savage and 
                                                          
* I thank P.E.H. Hair for his guidance and encouragement throughout this research project. I would also like to 
thank Christopher Fyfe for his helpful comments on my draft manuscript. 
1 Henry Thornton maintained a direct involvement in the affairs of the Company throughout its sixteen year 
history, as well as serving as a member of the London Abolition Committee from 1791. He was a partner in a 
banking house and a Member of Parliament. He was a leading member of the Clapham Sect and, as P.E.H. Hair 
has demonstrated, was involved in composing and preparing a number of tracts for Hannah More’s Cheap 
Repository project. P.E.H. Hair, ‘Henry Thornton as a Contributor to the Cheap Repository’, unpublished paper. 
I am grateful to Professor Hair for allowing me to have access to this article. 
2 Macaulay attended his first meeting of the Governor and Council in Freetown on 31 December 1792: Minutes 
of Council, PRO, CO 270/2, p. 66. The Reverend Melville Horne commented in a letter of 27 January 1794 to 
the Reverend Thomas Haweis that ‘Mr. William Dawes and Mr. Zachary Macaulay, our Governor and first 
Council are men of ability, exertion and piety’;  Letter in a private collection, transcript in the possession of 
P.E.H. Hair. James Watt also describes Macaulay as ‘second in command’ in March 1794, but notes that ‘as Mr. 
Dawes the Governor was on the point of returning to England, Mr. Macauly was obliged to stay to govern the 
colony…’. Bruce L. Mouser (ed.), Journal of James Watt: Expedition to Timbo Capital of the Fula Empire in 
1794, African Studies Program, University of Wisconsin-Madison (1994), p. 54.  
3 Charles Booth, Zachary Macaulay: His Part in the Movement for the Abolition of the Slave Trade and of 
Slavery (London, 1934), p. 113. 
4 For a description of the Sierra Leone estuary and river, ‘one of the most beautiful in Africa…’, see Thomas 
Winterbottom, An Account of the Native Africans in the Neighbourhood of Sierra Leone (first edition 1803, 
reprinted London, 1969), pp. 11-18. 
5 James Phillips, a Quaker and a founder member of the London Abolition Committee, played an important role 
as a publisher and distributor of abolitionist literature. See Judith Jennings, The Business of Abolishing the 
British Slave Trade, 1783-1807 (London, 1997), passim. 
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disgraceful traffic’ in slaves by substituting an ‘honourable’ trade, exchanging European 
goods for African produce. It was envisaged that ‘spirited cultivation’ exhibited by the 
colony would encourage Africans to cultivate their land, the produce of which could form 
a viable alternative to the slave trade. This aim was emphasised in the Company report of 
1794, which looked forward to a time when ‘the Africans who have been long habituated 
to European articles shall find that nothing will be taken in return but the produce of their 
land or labour…’.6  
 
 This settlement in Sierra Leone could trace its origins to proposals in the 1780s to 
return former slaves to Africa. Under the direction of Granville Sharp and the Committee 
for the Relief of the Black Poor, treasury funding was secured to develop a colony in 
Sierra Leone. The 411 individuals who eventually sailed from Plymouth in the spring of 
1787 included several hundred black loyalists who were drawn from a much larger 
migration of former slaves to Britain who had gained their freedom by supporting the 
British in the American War of Independence.7 Braidwood establishes the importance of 
black agency in the development of the settlement. His research indicates that the black 
settlers were not mere ciphers of white philanthropy or passive victims of a racist 
deportation by the British government. He argues that neither view is sustainable as ‘the 
blacks who became involved with the scheme made the idea of a Sierra Leone settlement 
their own’.8
 
 Sharp’s ‘Province of Freedom’ was short-lived. This was related, in part, to the over-
optimistic reports on environmental conditions in Sierra Leone prepared by the amateur 
botanist Henry Smeathman.9 Administrative delays meant that the settlers arrived at the 
beginning of the rainy season and reports from the first governors Weaver and Reid 
indicate that grossly inadequate shelter and provisions contributed to high mortality 
amongst the settlers.10 Anna Maria Falconbridge describes how the destruction of 
Granville Town in December 1789 by King Jimmy, a neighbouring Temne ruler, led to 
                                                          
6 Substance of the Report of the Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone Company to the General Court (London, 
1791), pp. 49-50; Postscript to the Report of the Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone Company to the General 
Court Held at London on Wednesday the 19th of October 1791 (London, 1791), pp. 4-5; Substance of the Report 
Delivered by the Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone Company to the General Court of Proprietors on 
Thursday March 27th, 1794 (London, 1795), p. 44. 
7 Prince Hoare, Memoirs of Granville Sharp Esq. Composed From His Own Manuscripts and Other Authentic 
Documents in the Possession of His Family and of the African Institution (London, 1820), p. 260. 
8 Stephen J. Braidwood, Black Poor and White Philanthropists: London’s Blacks and the Foundation of the 
Sierra Leone Settlement 1786-1791 (Liverpool, 1994), p. 270. 
9 For a discussion of the agricultural conditions which obtained in Sierra Leone see below, p. xii. For a 
discussion of Smeathman see John Peterson, Province of Freedom. A History of Sierra Leone, 1787-1870 
(London, 1969), pp. 17-19. The Sierra Leone Company report of 1791 still assumes that nature had ‘poured forth 
her treasures’ on Sierra Leone. By 1794, however, there is a realisation that initial reports on the prospects for 
cultivation were exaggerated. Substance of the Report 1791, pp. 21-7, 40; Substance of the Report 1794, p. 15. 
10 Writing from Sierra Leone in September 1788 James Reid, ‘Chief in Command of New Colony of Sierra 
Leone’, explained to Granville Sharp that ‘we did not find our arrival at our new settlement according to our 
wishes; for we arrived in the rainy season, and very sickly, so that our people died very fast, on account of our 
lying exposed to the weather, and no houses, only what tents we could make…’. Christopher Fyfe, Sierra Leone 
Inheritance (London, 1964), pp. 114-5. Similar problems were faced by the Nova Scotian settlers on their arrival 
in Sierra Leone in 1792. In April 1792, Clarkson notes that ‘it is distressing to me to see the poor Nova Scotians 
… in their present deplorable state, their houses not covered in, sickness generally prevailing and many of them 
appearing scorbutic’. E.G. Ingham, Sierra Leone After a Hundred Years (London, 1894), pp. 36, 38, 46-7, 73, 




the dispersal of the surviving settlers into the surrounding countryside.11 As substantial 
capital investment was required to continue the settlement, Granville Sharp persuaded a 
number of abolitionists to support the venture.12 As a result the St. George’s Bay 
Company was formed, and was subsequently incorporated in June 1791 as the Sierra 
Leone Company.13 Almost £240,000 of shareholder capital was raised to invest in the 
redevelopment of the colony.14 Organisation in Britain transferred from Sharp to a group 
of men, mostly sharing in the new Evangelical religious mindset, who considered that 
they could develop the settlement on a more pragmatic and profitable basis.15 In contrast 
to Sharp’s ‘Province of Freedom’, the colony was to be administered by a board of 
directors in London. Sharp’s system of self-government for the settlers, based on a 
modified version of frankpledge was abandoned, as government of Sierra Leone from 
1791 was based on a ‘colonial pattern’ with the Company’s employees implementing 
policy determined by the thirteen directors.16
 
 As part of the reconstruction of the colony, Alexander Falconbridge was recruited by 
the Company to gather together the original settlers driven out of Granville Town. This 
small contingent of fewer than 50 men and women formed the basis of a new settlement at 
Fourah Bay, which was also named Granville Town.17 By the time of Macaulay’s arrival, 
however, the site of the first Granville Town had been re-developed as the principal centre 
and was renamed Freetown.18 Its situation was described as ‘the best that can be found in 
                                                          
11 Anna Maria Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages to the River Sierra Leone During the Years 1791-93 
(First edition 1794, reprinted London, 1967), pp. 10, 20, 34, 46. John Clarkson commented in his diary on the 
causes and effects of this attack, Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 18-19, 27, 33-4. The Company’s Report of 1794 
argued that no blame could be attached to the original settlers, as the burning of Granville Town had resulted 
from a ‘dispute between the natives and the crew of a British vessel who had set fire to the town of a 
neighbouring chief’. Substance of the Report 1794, p. 4. 
12 Christopher Fyfe, ‘Freed Slave Colonies in West Africa’, The Cambridge History of Africa, vol. 5 c. 1790-
c.1870 (Cambridge, 1976), p. 175. 
13 The bill passed its third reading in the House of Commons on 30 May 1791 after the insertion of a clause ‘to 
oblige the Company to publish in the London Gazette the amount of their capital debts and credit’. After the bill 
was committed to a committee of the whole House, it was passed in the Lords on 3 June 1791. Journal of House 
of Commons, vol. 46, 1790-1, pp. 662-3; House of Lords Journals, vol. 39, 1790-3, pp. 222, 230-1, 234.  
14 The initial proposal for a capital of £100,000 was raised by another £50,000 in November 1791. However, 
with the planned emigration of the Nova Scotian settlers to Sierra Leone, the expenses of the Company 
necessitated the creation of further share allocations. In 1794 it was reported that the Company’s capital was to 
be enlarged to £235,280. Substance of the Report 1791, pp. 44-5, 57, Postscript to the Report 1791, p. 13, 
Substance of the Report 1794, p.7. Ellen Gibson Wilson points out that most members of the London Abolition 
Committee took out shares in the Company. Henry Thornton took out 58 shares and formed the most substantial 
investor: Ellen Gibson Wilson, Thomas Clarkson: A Biography (London, 1989), pp. 64, 210.  
15 P.E.H. Hair, ‘Henry Thornton and the Sierra Leone Settlement’, Sierra Leone Bulletin of Religion 10 (1968), 
pp. 6-7. 
16 Fyfe, ‘Freed Slave Colonies’, p. 175. The directors chosen in 1791 were Henry Thornton, Chairman, Philip 
Sansom, Deputy Chairman, Sir Charles Middleton, Sir George Young, William Wilberforce, Rev. Thomas 
Clarkson, Joseph Hardcastle, John Kingston, Samuel Parker, Granville Sharp, William Sandford, Vickery Taylor 
and George Wolff. Substance of the Report 1791. 
17 Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 62, 64, 67. The Company report of 1791 states that Falconbridge 
found 48 settlers at Pa Boson’s town. As Clarkson recorded in his diary, this new settlement was called Granville 
Town ‘in honour of their patron, Mr. Granville Sharp’: Substance of the Report 1791, pp. 7-8; Ingham, Sierra 
Leone, p. 35. 
18 A ‘Plan of the River Sierra Leone’ in Winterbottom’s account shows that the site developed as Freetown was 
located to the west of Granville Town. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. 14-15, 274-5. The second Granville 
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respect to salubrity of the air, the goodness of the water and the convenience of the 
landing place…’.19 A reconsideration of siting was essential to cope with the influx of 
over 1100 free blacks from Nova Scotia in 1792, a group which comprised the bulk of the 
settler population during Macaulay’s phases of administration.20 Their arrival in the 
colony originated in a visit by Thomas Peters to Britain in 1791. He explained to 
Granville Sharp and Henry Thornton that ‘himself and others the Black Pioneers and loyal 
black refugees’ had not received their promised allocation of land of 100 acres in Nova 
Scotia.21 Short of settlers, and reluctant to send Europeans as settlers, Company 
representatives proposed that the Nova Scotians should settle in Sierra Leone. Lieutenant 
John Clarkson, brother of abolitionist campaigner Thomas, travelled to Nova Scotia to 
escort the settlers in a convoy of fifteen ships to Sierra Leone.22 For some it was a return 
to their homeland. One of the Nova Scotians, kidnapped as a child in Sierra Leone, was 
reunited with his mother.23 Clarkson took his oath as superintendent of the colony on 10 
March 1792.24
 
 Clarkson’s formal period of administration in Sierra Leone was brief. He returned to 
England on a period of home leave in December 1792 and was subsequently dismissed by 
the directors in April 1793. However, his personal influence with the settlers and the 
administrative changes introduced in this period were far more significant than the nine-
month period of governorship initially suggests. It was also a period characterised by a 
number of problems and tensions, some of which continued to plague his successors, 
William Dawes and Zachary Macaulay. Following his dismissal, Clarkson was blamed by 
the directors for a number of these problems, but not all were of his making.  
 
 The colony was ill prepared to receive this influx of Nova Scotian settlers, and by April 
1792 high mortality was caused by the inadequacies of shelter and supplies. The ability to 
resolve these problems was hampered by the inefficient system of government which 
Clarkson had inherited. As superintendent within a council of eight, Clarkson was unable 
to enforce his authority. This contributed to the slowness of the land surveys for the 
allocation of settlers’ plots, a problem which preoccupied Clarkson. He emphasised to the 
Council on 21 May 1792 that the settlers ‘never will think justice done to them, nay, will 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
Town continued in existence, and the Council Minutes indicate that the Governor and Council accepted 
responsibility for the welfare of these original settlers. See, for example, entries for 1 April 1793, Minutes of 
Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 70. 
19 This proposal to develop the abandoned site of the original settlement near St. George’s Bay was discussed by 
Council on 17 and 21 February 1792. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 2-3; Substance of the Report 
1794, p. 15. 
20  In the Company report of 1794 it was stated that 1196 individuals left Nova Scotia, of whom 1131 survived 
the journey. Substance of the Report 1794, p. 7. Three months before Macaulay’s arrival, John Clarkson 
estimated that 995 Nova Scotians were left in the colony, indicating that mortality had made substantial inroads 
into the original number. J.L. Hart, ‘Diary of Lieutenant J. Clarkson R.N. (Governor, 1792)’, Sierra Leone 
Studies, 8 (March 1927), p. 52. 
21 Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, pp. 114-5. 
22 G. Haliburton, ‘The Nova Scotian Settlers of 1792’, Sierra Leone Studies, N.S., 9 (December 1957), pp. 18, 
21. Wilson suggests that John, the younger brother of Thomas Clarkson, was ‘his brother’s first convert to the 
cause’. During his regional tours, Thomas Clarkson disseminated information about the Sierra Leone Company: 
Wilson, Thomas Clarkson, pp. 13, 68; Ellen Gibson Wilson, John Clarkson and the African Adventure (London, 
1980), p. 56. 
23 Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 77-8. 




never cease murmuring until they may take possession of their respective allotments of 
land, and exert their industry in the cultivation of them’. He stressed the urgency of the 
settlers’ needs and asked the members of council to find ‘the speediest method of 
immediately distributing the lots of land to the settlers’, as the settlers felt that the 
‘Company have broken their promise to them’.25 Even so, the first plots of land were not 
distributed until November 1792, eight months after the settlers’ arrival in the colony. 
Clarkson’s close and sympathetic relationship with the settlers enabled him to persuade 
them to accept plots of land only a fraction of the size of those which they had been 
promised prior to their departure from Nova Scotia. The poor quality of rocky land on the 
hillsides and the problems of negotiating rights to possession of land with neighbouring 
Africans restricted the acreage available for distribution to settlers.26 However, the 
tardiness of the Company officials Cocks and Pepys in completing the land surveys 
contributed to the delay. This was an important issue as the settlers, denied land 
allocations in Nova Scotia, viewed these plots as the basis of their independence.  
 
 Clarkson persuaded the directors to authorise a new system of government in Sierra 
Leone, which gave him greater control and autonomy.27 The introduction of a system 
based on a governor and council of two led the directors to appoint William Dawes and 
Zachary Macaulay as the two members of council to assist Clarkson. Dawes, who arrived 
in September 1792, was disliked and distrusted by the settlers. This marine officer was 
considered a suitable candidate by the directors as he had former experience in colonial 
development, albeit in the administration of a penal colony in Australia.28 Having decided 
on a period of home leave to restore his fragile health, Clarkson tried to persuade the 
Nova Scotians to place their trust in Dawes who was to assume the role of acting governor 
in Clarkson’s absence. Following Clarkson’s dismissal, William Dawes was appointed 
governor. Dawes is mentioned frequently in Macaulay’s journals and it is clear from the 
Minutes of Council between 31 December 1792 and January 1794 that these two 
Company officials worked in close collaboration to administer the affairs of the colony.29   
 
     News of Clarkson’s dismissal was greeted with dismay by the settlers.30 Dawes’ and 
Macaulay’s relations with the settlers became increasingly polarised between 1793-4, 
reaching a nadir as a result of the fire on the York in November 1793.31 A month earlier 
the settlers had drawn unfavourable comparisons between Dawes who ‘seems to us to be 
very much out of the Character of a Governor…’ and Clarkson who ‘behaved as kind and 
tender to us as if he was our Father…’.32 The settlers’ affection for Clarkson and the high 
                                                          
25 Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 39. 
26 Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 14-15. 
27 Ibid., pp. 10, 16. 
28 Ibid., p. 16. 
29 Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 1-140. Dawes arrived in England in sufficient time to influence the 
published contents of the official Company report in 1794. Substance of the Report 1794, p. 3.   
30 Christopher Fyfe (ed.), Anna Maria Falconbridge: Narrative of Two Voyages to the River Sierra Leone during 
the Years 1791-1792-1793 and the Journal of Isaac DuBois with Alexander Falconbridge An Account of the 
Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa (Liverpool, 2000), pp. 105, 127. 
31 Journal of Zachary Macaulay, 4 October – 12 December 1793, ff. 80-7. 
32 Christopher Fyfe (ed.), “Our Children Free and Happy”: Letters from Black Settlers in Africa in the 1790s 
(Edinburgh, 1991), pp. 36, 38. 
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expectations which he created proved a difficult inheritance for acting governor William 
Dawes and Macaulay in 1793. As the person who had guided them to their new home, 
Clarkson was held in high esteem by the settlers. He was trusted and was able to quell 
discontent through effective negotiation. When he announced his decision to leave in 
November 1792, a farewell petition from the ‘Black pepol that Came from novascotia to 
this place’ expressed their ‘ardent desier’ that the ‘Same John Clarkeson Shold returen 
Back to bee our goverener…’. In March 1796 some of the settlers likened Clarkson’s role 
as their leader to ‘Mosis and Joshua was bringing the Children of Esaral to the promise 
land’.33 John Clarkson had intended to return to Sierra Leone to resume his role as 
governor after a period of home leave, but disagreements with the Court of Directors led 
to his dismissal in April 1793.34 The settlers’ continuing affection for Clarkson is reflected 
in their requests to him to return as their governor or, at least, to visit them. In May 1796 
two of the settlers pleaded ‘leave us Not in the Wilderness to the Oppressing Masters – 
but be Amongst us’.35  
  
 John Clarkson was blamed by Henry Thornton for the settlers’ refusal to pay quit-rents, 
as it was alleged that he had exceeded his authority in informing that settlers in Nova 
Scotia that they would enjoy their land free of charges. Whilst quit-rents were identified 
as a ‘very important source of profit’ in the Company report of 1791, it is likely that 
Clarkson had not been informed of the directors’ decision prior to his departure for Nova 
Scotia.36 In Horne’s opinion, ‘Mr. Clarkson, tho’ an amiable man, has given colour to 
much discontent, by making promises he was not authorized to make…’.  Horne’s opinion 
should not be taken at face value as it is probable that he was simply repeating Thornton’s 
view of this issue.37 The issue of quit-rents was one of the main factors which blighted 
relations between settlers and Company officials during periods of administration by 
Dawes and Macaulay. 
 
     Reflecting on the progress of the colony in 1808, after its transfer to a Crown colony, 
Thornton referred to the Sierra Leone Company as this ‘hitherto unsuccessful 
experiment’. Whilst Thornton acknowledged the failure of their commercial interests, he 
did recognise that a variety of ‘happy consequences’ had emerged from the enterprise. In 
particular, he noted the opportunity to associate with ‘many intelligent and worthy men’. 
He singled out Macaulay who was ‘for many years governor of the settlement and 
afterwards secretary to the Company…’. Thornton explained how ‘we have experienced 
great difficulty in finding proper men to preside…’ over the settlers.38
 
 Macaulay arrived at Freetown just days after Clarkson’s departure. Born on 2 May 
1768 at Inverary in the western Highlands of Scotland, Macaulay was aged 24 when he 
took up his position as one of the two members of council appointed to assist the 
                                                          
33 Ibid., pp. 30, 50. 
34 Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 224; Wilson, John Clarkson, pp. 128-136. 
35 Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 50-1. 
36 Substance of the Report 1791, p. 53. 
37 Fyfe notes that Horne allied with Thornton against Clarkson. Fyfe, Anna Maria Falconbridge, p. 168. 




governor.39 He had little, if any, administrative experience, and his appointment depended 
largely on his declared abhorrence of the slave trade and his family connections with the 
Evangelical members of the Clapham Sect.40 Even so, his experience as an overseer in the 
West Indies was entirely consistent with the Company’s intention to ‘set on foot as soon 
as possible two or three plantations…’.41 Macaulay’s autobiographical account of his 
period of employment in Jamaica indicates that work on a sugar plantation had 
engendered a hatred of the institution and practices of slavery. Written at Sierra Leone in 
1797, he described his position as an ‘under-manager or book-keeper on a sugar 
plantation’ as ‘laborious, irksome and degrading…’. He worked in this capacity between 
the ages of 16 and 21, returning to England in 1789.42 In a letter written from Rothley 
Temple in Leicestershire on 9 April 1793, Macaulay’s brother-in-law, Thomas Babington, 
explained that the experience in Jamaica was an important preparatory stage to his new 
role. He commented that ‘I consider you as selected by the Lord, in a manner rather 
remarkable, as His instrument in a great work’ and that ‘your early embarkation for 
Jamaica … afforded you time and opportunity for acquirements without which your going 
to Sierra Leone would not have been thought of’.43 Anna Maria Falconbridge was less 
confident about Macaulay’s suitability for the task before him.44 She argued that his early 
career as a plantation overseer in Jamaica must have prejudiced him in favour of the slave 
trade and ‘I should not suppose him qualified for a member of Administration in a colony 
mostly formed of blacks founded on principles of freedom, and for the express purpose of 
abolishing the slave trade’.45 However, Falconbridge’s comments should be treated with 
scepticism as she was vehemently opposed to Company government, had little direct 
knowledge of Macaulay and may have inserted the comment at a later stage to discredit 
him. In contrast Isaac DuBois, her second husband, noted that ‘he is young and I shall not 
be hasty in forming my Oppinion’.46  
  
 The years 1793 to 1794 were particularly important in the development of this ‘infant 
colony’.47 Whilst mounting tensions characterised relations between the Nova Scotian 
settlers and Company officials, there was still considerable optimism amongst both groups 
that the colony could fulfil their aims and aspirations. The Reverend Melville Horne 
explained in January 1794 that the colony was beginning to emerge ‘from the difficulties 
                                                          
39 Viscountess Knutsford, Life and Letters of Zachary Macaulay (London, 1900), p.1. This form of 
administration for the colony was introduced in August 1792 after John Clarkson complained of the 
powerlessness and inertia associated with his role as superintendent within a council of eight. He sent Mr. 
Gilbert to England to complain of a system of government ‘pregnant with contradictions and inconsistencies…’, 
Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 33, 53, 57, 109-110. 
40 This was similar to Alexander Falconbridge, whose appointment by the Sierra Leone Company was based 
mainly on the abolitionist sentiments expressed in his ‘Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa’ in 
1788. As Anna Maria Falconbridge pointed out, he was trained as a surgeon and had no commercial experience. 
Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 285. Christopher Fyfe has prepared a new edition of both Alexander 
Falconbridge’s pamphlet and Anna Maria’s narrative. See above, note 30.  
41 Substance of the Report 1794, p. 46. 
42 Knutsford, Life and Letters, pp. 3-12. See also Booth, Zachary Macaulay, pp. 20-1. 
43 Knutsford, Life and Letters, p. 24. 
44 Wilson, John Clarkson, p. 116. 
45 Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 194. 
46 Fyfe, Anna Maria Falconbridge, p. 176. 
47 A phrase used frequently by John Clarkson. See, for example, Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 68. 
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it has had to struggle with…’. Formerly Anglican chaplain to the colony, Horne explained 
that ‘the colony will probably succeed, tho’ it will be necessary that a year or two should 
elapse before a decisive judgment can be ventured on the subject’. A number of the 
problems faced by the settlement were outside the control of the European officials 
appointed to manage the colony’s affairs. In particular, the French declaration of war on 
Britain in February 1793 had an adverse affect on the colony.48 The reassurances which 
Clarkson had sought from the Marquis de Lafeyette in July 1792 against the incursions of 
French vessels created a false confidence that the settlement would be safe from attack.49 
The French attack on the settlement in September 1794 resulted in widespread destruction 
of Company property on land and at sea.50 The danger of attack from privateers increased 
insurance rates and ‘other charges occasioned by the war’ made it necessary to increase 
the price of Company goods in April 1794.51 The loss of shipping made it difficult for the 
colony to maintain adequate food reserves and trade goods to implement the Company’s 
plan of developing legitimate commerce.  
 
 Macaulay inherited long-standing problems relating to the terms by which the 
settlement held the land on which it had been founded. The questions of sovereignty and 
the nature of the customary relationship between landlord and stranger, were the bases of 
a number of palavers between the governors of the settlement and local rulers.52 In August 
1793 following the long palaver over John Frederic Naimbana’s death, Macaulay refers to 
the importance of consolidating the settlement’s position by urging the appointment of a 
landlord to protect their interests.53 The appointment of a ‘good man as landlord’ in 
March 1794 was intended to ‘settle all palavers with the natives…’, for which the 
Governor and Council agreed to pay a sum of 100 bars annually.54
 
Another contentious issue concerned the settlers’ land allocations and their rights 
to possession of the land. When Macaulay arrived, the task of distributing plots of lands to 
the settlers had not been completed.55 The first forty allotments of five acres were not 
distributed until November 1792, and these were considerably smaller than the plots 
originally promised.56 In the petition which Cato Perkins and Isaac Anderson, Nova 
Scotian settlers, took to London in October 1793 they expressed disappointment that 
‘before this Rainy Season came on we would have our Land and be able to make a Crop 
to support us next year But in place of that the Rains is now set in and the Lands is not all 
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given out yet so we have no time to clear any for this year to come’.57 As a result, the 
settlers could not support themselves through growing agricultural produce and they had 
to rely on the Company for the payment of wages through work schemes. The cost of 
provisions was a continuing source of discord. Complaints about the lowness of wages 
and the dearness of provisions in the petition of October 1793 echo earlier concerns 
expressed in a petition presented by Beverhout to Clarkson in June 1792.58 Such 
complaints were restated in a letter from the Hundredors and Tythingmen in May 1794.59
 
The settlers’ frustration with the slowness of allocating the plots is reflected in 
their comment that ‘if there had been no White Man here we could have laid out the lots 
our selves for many of us have been used to Surveying and we could have laid out all the 
Lots in Two Months in place of that Mr. Pepys has been Ten Months and not done them 
yet…’. Of the land which had been distributed they also complained that some was ‘so 
very bad and rocky that we never can make a living on it…’.60 Some attempt was made by 
the Governor and Council in Sierra Leone to respond to their complaints about the 
‘badness and insufficiency of their land’ by negotiating for an area of land on the Bullom 
Shore which could provide plots of land for up to twenty families. Watt negotiated for a 
square mile of land lying to the west of the Clarkson Plantation.61 The settlers’ complaints 
about poor wages and the high price of provisions were rejected by the Court of Directors 
as unreasonable and unjustified, and they pointed to the high proportion of shareholder 
capital which had been expended on the settlement.62
 
Quit-rents proved a continuing source of tension for Dawes and Macaulay, 
particularly in 1796 when the Company tried to charge an annual quit-rent of one shilling 
per acre to recover losses caused by the French attack on the settlement in September 
1794.63 Company officials failed to understand that the Nova Scotians equated charges on 
their land with an insecure title, which could be a first step to reducing them into a state of 
slavery again.64 Zachary Macaulay set out the Company’s view in a speech to the 
Hundredors and Tythingmen on 7 March 1795 requesting that ‘I only require one thing 
from you that you make no scruple to pay your quit rents for all that is allotted to you’.65
 
The original expectation that free black settlers would develop a pastoral society in 
Sierra Leone, cultivating provisions and raising plantation crops to compete with slave 
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produced cotton and sugar, was not successfully realised by the Company.66 By the end of 
the 1790s emphasis was placed on commercial enterprise in coastal and river trade rather 
than on agrarian pursuits. Successful cultivation of agricultural products was limited by a 
number of environmental factors. Clearance of woodland on hills exposed the thin soils to 
erosion during the torrential downpours of the rainy season. After a number of years, the 
cultivation of food crops was limited to thin strips along the comparatively fertile valley 
sides. As far as plantation schemes were concerned, the cultivation of export crops on the 
Bullom Shore was labour intensive. Constant care of the crops was needed to overcome 
the incursions of the exuberant local vegetation and the ravages of local insect and animal 
life. Yet, in this early phase of the Company’s development there was still considerable 
optimism that cash crops could be cultivated for local consumption and export. In 
November 1792 favourable reports of ‘the goodness of the soil on the Bulam shore’ 
persuaded Clarkson that ‘we might make an experiment in cultivation’. William Dawes 
and James Watt negotiated ‘to rent a square mile of land’ on the Bullom Shore and as the 
‘soil is tolerable adapted for sugar; a trial will be made…’.67 Macaulay, often in company 
with Dawes, made frequent visits to see Watt manager of the Clarkson Plantation on the 
Bullom Shore.68 Macaulay’s positive reports of 22 June and 28 September 1793 on the 
cultivation of rice and cotton indicate that he thought these crops would succeed. The 
sugar canes, in contrast, looked ‘poorly’ due to the damage caused by large ants.69
 
The Company report of 1794 expressed some pride in this innovative plantation in 
Africa and recorded that it was ‘still successfully proceeding’.70 This optimism in the 
prospects of cultivation had not faded entirely in 1796 as Afzelius, Company botanist, 
records in February of that year the tremendous excitement which accompanied the 
discovery of coffee trees growing wild in the hills above Freetown.71 Macaulay’s 
notebook for August 1796 describes attempts to cultivate an estimated 2450 coffee plants 
at Thompson’s Bay.72 McGowan notes, however, that the frequent changes in governors 
meant that there was some vacillation on the issue of whether the colony should be mainly 
agricultural or commercial in focus.73 Prizes introduced in May 1793 for the best 
examples of crop cultivation and animal rearing were described in the Company report in 
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1794 as a success as they had excited a ‘spirit of emulation in tilling the soil…’.74 
Consequently, the offer of prizes was renewed in May 1794.75
 
 In contrast to Clarkson, Macaulay placed tremendous emphasis on developing 
trade into the Sierra Leone river and along coastal areas, north and south of the colony.76 
This is not surprising since Dawes, with whom Macaulay worked closely in 1793, had 
‘arrived with the express orders to push the Company’s trade…’.77 In particular, 
Macaulay appreciated the importance of the trading centres focused on the Rio Pongo and 
Rio Nunez where, as Mouser points out, there was a cluster of African, Eurafrican and 
American traders.78 The importance of establishing trade in these rivers was linked to the 
fact that they provided a focus for long-distance trade with the interior, specifically the 
Fula Empire of the Futa Jalon.79 The Company wanted to take advantage of the caravan 
trade from the Fula country.80 Thomas Winterbottom provides an account of the Fula 
caravans transporting trade goods and slaves from the interior to the coast:  
 
When the Foolas come down to the sea side to trade, they travel in larger or small 
parties, each subject to the controul of a head man, who regulates their march, has 
the disposal of all their goods … the chief articles which they bring for sale are 
slaves, elephants’ teeth, rice, soap, cattle; and in return they receive salt, kola, 
gunpowder, guns, cloth, tobacco, beads, etc.81  
 
The objective of developing regular long distance trade with the interior was the 
logic behind James Watt’s and Matthew Winterbottom’s journey to Timbo, the capital of 
the Fula Empire between 20 January and 3 May 1794.82 Initially Mr. John Lowes surgeon 
was appointed to accompany Watt on the expedition to make ‘discoveries in the interior 
parts of Africa…’ and to ‘open trade into Timbo the capital of the Foulah King’. Lowes 
was replaced by Matthew Winterbottom in February 1794 after being ‘plagued for a week 
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past with boils’.83 It was proposed that trade with the Fula caravans could be developed by 
locating Company factories at Timbo, in the Rio Pongo and at Port Loko.84 As an interim 
measure in April 1794 the Governor and Council resolved that the vessel, the Duke of 
Clarence, should be ‘stationed as a factory vessel in the Rio Pongas or elsewhere, until 
proper stores can be built…’. They anticipated that the Duke of Clarence could act as a 
temporary store ship ‘for holding the goods that be wanted should Mr. Watt’s embassy 
prove successful for purchasing the produce of various kinds brought down by the 
Foulahs’.85 Following a visit by Fula ambassadors to Freetown in May 1794 it was agreed 
that the Rio Pongo was the best location for the ‘Company’s factory for carrying on trade 
with the Foulahs…’.86 The Rio Nunez was rejected partly on the grounds that ‘wealthy 
traders’ would present ‘powerful opposition’ to a Company factory.87 The southern path 
from Timbo to Freetown, thorough ‘Kissey’ or Melikouri, followed by Watt and 
Winterbottom on their return journey, was rejected on the grounds of frequent warfare 
between the Fula and Susu peoples.88  
 
During his journey Watt frequently took the opportunity to explain the Company’s 
objectives to influential figures he met in the Fula country and Susu country. Watt 
explained to Ali You Malfi ma Labay, ruler of Labé that the Company would trade 
European goods for their cattle, rice and ivory, thereby removing the necessity of selling 
slaves. In a discussion with ‘Omar, the Deputy King’ of Timbo on 3 March 1794 Watt 
makes it clear that the Company aimed to undermine the slave trade by encouraging local 
populations to exchange resources, other than slaves, for European products. He advised 
that ‘if you would plant more cotton and learn to make your cattle plough the ground you 
would be enabled to purchase everything you wanted without buying or selling slaves’.89 
Watt envisaged that slave traders would leave the area if sources of supply were 
undermined in this way.90 He also anticipated that peaceful relations between 
neighbouring Africans would ensue, as the information he gathered convinced him that 
‘the sole object of their wars was to get slaves, as they could not get any European articles 
they are in want of without slaves and they could not get slaves without fighting for 
them’.91 Although warfare was one source of slave supply, this view of the causes of 
warfare in West Africa overlooks complexities of the political reality in Africa and was 
partly the product of abolitionist propaganda. 
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     This expedition by Watt and Winterbottom was not the first attempt by Company 
employees to explore the African interior. A number of Swedish Swedenborgians were 
attracted to the Sierra Leone Company by the opportunity which this scheme of African 
settlement offered to learn more of the character, habits and religions of indigenous 
African groups. Augustus Nordenskiöld’s eagerness to conduct various explorations in 
1792 was linked to the Swedenborgian belief that the New Jerusalem might be found in 
the African interior. The writings of Emmanuel Swedenborg, the founder of the sect, 
reflect the belief that Africans free from the contamination of orthodox Christian and 
Islamic influences, could provide the basis of a new, pure church. Adam Afzelius, the 
Company botanist, had ample opportunity to collate information on African groups and 
society during his travels in search of animal and plant specimens. James Strand, another 
Swedenborgian, played an active part in the administrative affairs of the colony as he 
acted as secretary to the governor and council, whilst Lieutenant Daniel Padenheim 
worked as an engineer.92  
 
     The terms of incorporation of the Sierra Leone Company had a number of limitations. 
They did not give the Company sole trading rights at Sierra Leone, with the result that 
slavers plied their trade in close proximity to Freetown.93 Sierra Leone was one of the 
regions from which British ships obtained slaves in the eighteenth century.94 Behrendt 
estimates that between 1780-1807 approximately 53,000 slaves were shipped from Sierra 
Leone accounting for 6% of slaves embarked on British vessels in this period.95 Clarkson 
complained of how he was ‘interrupted and plagued with the slave vessels’, and Macaulay 
refers frequently to the activities of British slave ships. The Company report of 1791 
states that ‘not more than 1000 slaves are now exported annually from this river’.96 This 
proximity to slave traders had mixed results for the colony. Various conflicts of interest 
arose, particularly as slave traders tried to prejudice local Africans groups against the 
Company.97 Tensions arose in June 1794 when Macaulay dismissed Robert Keeling and 
Scipio Channel, Nova Scotian settlers, from the Company’s service for threatening 
Captain Grierson, a Liverpool slave ship captain.98 He did this on the basis that the 
‘persons of strangers should be protected from violence’ and that settlers should be 
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discouraged from the use of violent behaviour.99 The disturbances which followed on 20-
21 June 1794 were based on the settlers’ resentment at how ‘our present Governor allows 
the Slave Traders to come here and abuse us…’. Writing to John Clarkson on 28 June 
1794 Isaac Anderson and Luke Jordan explained that the captain had threatened the 
settlers working at the wharf setting out the way he ‘would use them if he had them in the 
West Indies’.100Anna Maria Falconbridge refers to the frequency with which 
crewmembers of slave ships deserted in Sierra Leone.101 These deserters exhibited 
behaviour patterns of immorality and drunkenness, which were at odds with the ethos that 
Clarkson and Macaulay tried to foster in the settlement.102 More seriously, settlers and 
Company officials attracted by profits were drawn into slave trading on the coast. Captain 
William Davies, after detailed questioning by the Governor and Council, was dismissed 
from the Company’s service in November 1793 for purchasing two African boys for rum 
and tobacco whilst he was trading on the Grain Coast.103 The two boys were subsequently 
taken under the care of the Governor and Council and it was resolved that they were to be 
declared free at the next Court of Sessions.104  
 
One of the most contentious issues focused on whether runaway slaves could claim 
protection in the colony. Macaulay was brought into conflict with the settlers in August 
1793 as he claimed that the settlement had no more right to detain slaves in the colony 
than it had to a ‘bale of goods’. His views on this subject did begin to change by the 
following month on the basis of his observation of, and inquiry into, local practice.105 
Anna Maria Falconbridge considered that Macaulay’s relationship with slave traders was 
too amicable and compromised the aims of the settlement. Although separated from them 
in point of principle, Macaulay, in common with Clarkson, was pragmatic enough to 
realise that advantages could accrue from maintaining good relations. As the settlement 
was not self-sustaining, Macaulay frequently had to rely on slave traders for the purchase 
of basic food supplies. Maintaining regular communication with the Court of Directors 
often depended on using slave ships to carry Company personnel and dispatches.106
 
Macaulay’s role as ‘first council’, and subsequently as acting governor, was 
multifaceted. It encompassed frequent negotiations with neighbouring Africans on a wide 
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range of issues, both within the settlement and in their towns. Macaulay composed the 
Company accounts, wrote reports for the Court of Directors, presided over matters of 
justice in the colony as well as trading for food with neighbouring slave traders.107 In 
common with his predecessor Clarkson, he considered that an essential aspect of his role 
was moral guardianship.108 He took a particular interest in the development of schools, 
which offered an opportunity to ‘extend the blessings of industry and civilisation’ to the 
settlers and the children of influential Africans. The practice of chiefs and headmen 
sending their children to Freetown was so popular by 1793 that Macaulay ‘found it 
necessary to employ a schoolmaster (a preacher) on their account and we have allotted 
him a part of Mr. Garvin’s schoolroom…’.109 Whilst Macaulay expressed concern about 
the quality of instruction, Horne was more optimistic claiming in January 1794 that ‘more 
than 300 fine children are in schools supported by the Company, and are I think as 
sensible well behaved and well informed as children of their class and advantages in 
England’.110 Representatives of the Company encouraged influential Africans to send 
their children for education in either Freetown or England, an approach which offered an 
opportunity to sustain communication with, and exert influence upon, leading figures.111 
Horne considered that this practice of sending children to Freetown highlighted how ‘the 
natives around us as far as our ships go are well affected to us’. Requests to have 
‘schoolmasters settled among them’ offered the opportunity to proselytise ‘if men can be 
found to do it’. There was a pressing need for committed ‘single men’ to fulfil the 
missionary role; men ‘who have souls for labour, who dare expose their lives to the 
injuries of climate, and who can content themselves to preach to a few savages in an 
African Wood when they might declaim to polished and large congregations in 
Europe’.112
 
Both Dawes and Macaulay were criticised for their harsh and inflexible manner, 
and their inability to empathise with the Nova Scotians. The settlers frequently contrasted 
Clarkson’s approachable and understanding manner with their unyielding disciplinarian 
approach.113 Yet, in many respects Zachary Macaulay’s qualities matched closely those 
which Clarkson thought requisite to govern successfully. Informing the directors of his 
intention to leave the colony in April 1792, Clarkson urged them to: 
 
… find out a good, conscientious and religious man, who is known to have method 
in everything he undertakes … He must have a proper sense of religion, and he 
must not be too hasty in anything he undertakes. When he has made up his mind he 
must be firm, to keep up his consequence among the natives and his own people. 
He must set an example himself in everything that is virtuous, or he can never 
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punish with propriety. In his punishments he must begin with moderation, and, 
what is of greater consequence than anything I have said, he must be very 
particular in his manner of addressing the people, for their feelings are soon 
hurt…114  
 
Macaulay’s approach of combining strict government with a willingness to discuss issues 
with the settlers contributed stability to the affairs of the colony. Whilst disputes and 
discontent did punctuate his periods in the colony between 1793 to 1799, his authoritarian 
stance usually averted civil disorder. His firm response to the disturbances between 20-22 
June 1794 was based on a combination of strong defensive action, a robust presentation of 
the benefits of Company government in Africa and an offer to return any malcontents to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia within four weeks. Speedy apprehension of the rioters and their 
dispatch to England for trial contributed to the suppression of discontent.115
 
 Through the journals it is possible to trace Macaulay’s developing confidence and self-
assurance in his role in the colony. At a wider level, the value of this source material lies 
in the insight which it offers into the day to day management of a colony based on 
abolitionist aspirations. Through his frequent communication with neighbouring Africans, 
Macaulay’s journals also shed light on the developing social and economic relationships 





Macaulay’s correspondence was largely preserved and is now in the Henry E. 
Huntington Library in San Marino, California. Their permission to publish transcripts 
from their microfilms is gratefully acknowledged.116 During his period in the Company’s 
service there are two main gaps in the coverage of the journals. Firstly, the attack by the 
French led to extensive destruction of both property and personal effects. There is, 
consequently, no surviving journal for the period between 13 December 1793 and 18 July 
1794. The second gap relates to Macaulay’s period of home leave between May 1795 and 
March 1796.  
 
The first of the extant journals, on which this edition is based, was commenced on 
16 June 1793, six months after his arrival in Sierra Leone.117 Additionally, there is a diary 
                                                          
114 Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 60. 
115 Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 182-91, 198-9. Rioters were returned to England for trial on the 
Ocean in June 1794, and a further five were sent to England in August 1794. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 
270/3, p. 3. 
116 The photocopies on which these transcripts are based were obtained by P.E.H. Hair in the 1970s thanks to a 
small grant from the research funds of Liverpool University. I am very grateful to Professor Hair for allowing me 
to consult this material in his possession. 
117 It is likely that Macaulay prepared a journal for the period January – June 1793, which no longer survives. 
The Company report for 1794 notes that with the appointment of the ‘new council of three persons’, a regular 
journal of ‘every material transaction in the colony’ was kept, copies of which were sent to England. Also, this 
published account includes extracts of reports from Sierra Leone for the first half of 1793 which may well have 
been drawn from accounts Macaulay sent home. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 16, 81. In the journal 
commencing on 16 June 1793 Macaulay refers to his previous account. See below, f. 10. Macaulay sometimes 
prepared two copies of his journals to return to England. In 1793 this was probably a precaution against the 




which overlaps with his journals.118 Entries in this diary cover the period from 1 August 
1793 to 16 April 1794.119 They were written in a highly abbreviated telegraphese style 
and were undoubtedly used to compose the expansive journals returned to Henry 
Thornton. In this edition, the diary entries will be footnoted where they clarify or expand 
upon references in the journals. Macaulay’s journals were an important source of 
intelligence for the directors as Henry Thornton used sections to compile the published 
reports of the Sierra Leone Company. 
 
Substantial parts of this journal material were used by Viscountess Knutsford, a 
descendant of Zachary Macaulay, to compile an account of the period spent in Sierra 
Leone.120 Knutsford’s use of the material was highly selective. She used only a fraction, 
cutting out long sections which she considered irrelevant or uninteresting. Her use of the 
material was generally fair, as there is no obvious bias or censorship in her omissions. Her 
arrangement is, however, confusing, particularly as original text is interspersed with 
extensive editorial comment. Her approach to editing can be traced in the original 
journals, as sections are crossed out in heavy, bold strokes. The editorial method used in 
this edition has been to retrieve Macaulay’s original text, as far as possible, from these 
deletions. This is not always possible as, in parts, Viscountess Knutsford’s markings are 
so heavy that they conceal the features of Macaulay’s handwriting. This editorial decision 
was based on the view that this text should be as close as possible to the original content 




Italics are used to extend abbreviated words, where there is no doubt of their original 
meaning. 
 
Ships’ names are also italicised, although the context of such examples means they should 
be easily distinguishable from extended abbreviations. 
 
Editorial insertions are enclosed in square brackets 
 
[…] illegible, one word. 
 
[illegible, two or three words] This provides an estimate of the extent of the illegible text. 
 
[?] doubtful reading of a word. 
 
Word struck through    Deleted but legible. 
 
                                                          
118 I am indebted to Bruce L. Mouser for providing me with his transcript of the diary, together with his helpful 
annotations. 
119 This diary differs in style from those notebooks which he kept from March 1796 to October 1798, in which 
the English entries are composed in Greek letters. I am very grateful to Christopher Fyfe for providing me with 
transcripts of these notebooks. 
120 William Dawes’ great granddaughter wrote an account of his life, including a narrative of his period in Sierra 
Leone. A. Currer Jones, William Dawes R.M. 1762 to 1836. A Sketch of His Life, Work and Explorations… 
(Torquay, 1930), pp. 36 ff. 
 Suzanne Schwarz 
 
xx
Original spelling has been retained, although words have been separated or joined 
according to modern usage. Inconsistent spelling of the same individual or place name has 
not been amended. 
 
/65/ folio number 
 
As this is the first instalment in a series of edited editions of Macaulay’s journals and 
diary, a composite index will be provided in the final edition in the series. The editor 
considers that a single index in the final section will facilitate ease of reference by the 
reader.  
JOURNAL OF ZACHARY MACAULAY 
 16 JUNE – 5 OCTOBER 1793 
 
                                                                                   Freetown, Sierra Leone 
                                                                                          June 16, 1793. 
 
/1/ This day sailed the Amy under convoy of the Orpheus frigate.1 By her I sent you my 
journal to this date, and by the frigate a copy of it. I know you will readily excuse the 
inaccuracies and confusion to which such desultory details are liable, but I have been 
guilty of some omissions, which I cannot myself as readily excuse. One, and one of the 
greatest importance is the not having more strongly urged the Court of Directors to send 
us a speedy supply of goods for trade. Our assortment at present is by no means com-
pleat and a very few months must see them it entirely exhausted in supplying the wants 
of the colony, paying native labourers, and keeping all our commercial views. We sent a 
very excellent scheme of goods by the Amy which I hope will meet with some attention. 
/2/ In constructing future invoices, as we mean to introduce as much as possible the 
practice of dealing in sterling money, and as we wish to obviate the clamour of the set-
tlers on account of the high advance put upon goods, it may be necessary to attend to 
the following particulars. Instead of charging the expences of freight, insurance, com-
mission &c. in one sum at the [...] of the invoice, it would be better to ascertain the ex-
act amount per cent of all these charges, and add so much to each article contained in 
the invoice. We are obliged to do it at the long run, and the labour of clerks can be more 
easily commanded than in England than here. In dealing with the traders of this country 
in sterling money, we are under the necessity of producing our original invoices. (Those 
acquainted with the trade of the country take the precaution before hand which I am 
recommending). No advance whatever is allowed on it. For /3/ example 100lb. of good 
ivory is offered for which they agree to take goods at the rate of 2/6d. per [...] according 
to the invoice price. It is in [...] to say, the charges must be added as constituting a part 
of the invoice price. The custom is otherwise, and glad of the temporary advantage they 
oblige us to pay 25 or 30 per cent more than other purchasers. In ordinary trade indeed 
it matters little how invoices are constructed, if they are clear with respect to the num-
bers, names, quantities and qualities of goods. In order to obviate every appearance of 
fraud those who barter with us, may be apprised of what they know to be done, though 
not avowedly by all traders, viz. that the invoice price includes charges, or is the prime 
                                                          
1The Amy, described in the Company report of 1791 as a ship of ‘190 tons measurement’, also carried a num-
ber of Company employees who had been granted leave to return home mainly on grounds of ill-health. Sub-
stance of the Report 1791, p. 45; Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 72, 78. Anna Maria Falconbridge 
and her new husband, Isaac DuBois, decided not to return home on the Amy as ‘the discontents about to leave 
the colony, are so numerous, that she will be greatly crowded…’. As Adam Afzelius and Richard Pepys, both 
loyal Company officials, were granted a passage on the Amy, the motives for departure were more diverse 
than Falconbridge suggests. Disillusioned with her experiences in Sierra Leone, Falconbridge also ridiculed 
the small cargo of African produce which the Amy carried to England. Compared to the Company’s invest-
ment of £100,000 in Sierra Leone, she thought the cargo valued at £1500 was a ‘laughable return’. Whilst 
Falconbridge pilloried the value of this ‘first harvest’, the cargo was greeted with enthusiasm by abolitionist 
campaigners as it was ‘neither degraded with injustice, nor stained with blood’. Falconbridge, Narrative of 
Two Voyages, pp. 226-8; Jennings, Business of Abolishing, p. 82. The Orpheus in the command of Captain 
Newcome was a Royal Navy frigate sent out to ‘protect British trade on this part of the coast of Africa…’. In 
Letter XII dated 5 June 1793 she notes that it ‘arrived here at the beginning of last month’. Falconbridge, Nar-
rative of Two Voyages, p. 220. 
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cost of goods at Sierra Leone. When your invoices are thus constructed, it will be easy 
for you to say exactly what advance you expect from upon such articles as are sold in 
the settlement whether 10, 15 or any other rate per cent.2 The necessaries of life may be 
distinguished from the superfluities /4/ perhaps by lower or higher advances. The differ 
of exchange makes of itself 10 per cent loss on articles sold and contributes to heighten 
the clamour when such a man as DuBois3 got the invoice and selling prices of articles 
and painted to the people their great disproportion, you may be sure he carefully kept 
out of view the differ of which a premium of insurance, freight, commission, interest of 
money, packing and shipping charges, charges of management here, loss by breakage, 
leakage, climate &c. and bad debts which together make a sum I fear far more than 
equivalent to any advance that we have ever put on any article.4 I begin now to tremble 
at the enormous defalcation, which a survey will certainly bring to light. It will be nec-
essary to inform us on all occasion of the exact sum or rate per cent added to the origi-
nal price. 
 I likewise omitted to acquaint you with some proceedings of the commander of the 
frigate, in my opinion of a most nefarious nature. /5/ In the prizes taken by Captain 
Newcome there were no less than 17 black mariners, who had been engaged for here to 
assist the European sailors in navigating the vessels.5 There was likewise on board of 
one of them a fine mulatto boy of about seven years old, with a negro woman, who was 
either his mother or nurse.6 These were all sold with the exception of the boy (who was 
                                                          
2 The percentage adjustment varied between 1793 and 1794. It was deemed necessary in October 1793 for an 
addition of 25 per cent to be made to the invoice price of all goods ‘as an equal for the expences already in-
curred in bringing them hither’. Following the purchase of the cargo of the Achilles on 27 November 1794 it 
was resolved ‘that the storekeeper be directed to sell the Achilles’ cargo at an advance on the invoice price of 
110 per cent’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 95; CO 270/3, p. 19. 
3 Isaac DuBois, a former employee of the Company, had been granted permission by the Governor and Coun-
cil on 20 May 1793 to return to England with his wife (Anna Maria Falconbridge). During the period spent in 
Sierra Leone, he had undertaken a number of responsibilities. He had originally worked as the ‘manager of a 
plantation’, but, subsequently, had responsibility for ‘overseeing the erection of public buildings’. Prior to his 
departure he was in charge of the stores, but was ordered on 16 May 1793 to deliver all the stores ‘into the 
charge of the storekeeper’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 71. DuBois, a white loyalist from Wil-
mington in North Carolina, became increasingly dissatisfied with Company government after Clarkson’s de-
parture. He may have assisted Cato Perkins and Isaac Anderson in preparing the petition which they presented 
to the Court of Directors in October 1793. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 35-40, 73. For further information see 
Fyfe, Anna Maria Falconbridge, note 74,  p. 83, 170-90.  
4 Three days earlier on 13 June 1793 Richard Crankapone, one of the Nova Scotian settlers, had written to 
John Clarkson complaining that ‘the pepol is much desatfied with the goods and the proveisons have got to 
such a price it is verey dear sence your honer have Left us’. He also noted that ‘Capt. Deboise is left us four 
days ago’. Such complaints were restated in the petition to the ‘Chairman and Court of Directors’ which was 
delivered to London by Cato Perkins and Isaac Anderson in October 1793. They complained that they were 
forced to pay ‘extortionate’ prices at the Company’s stores, with the result that ‘we have nothing to lay out for 
a Rainy Day or for our Children after us…’. They were concerned that ‘tho Mr. Clarkson promised us in Nova 
Scotia that we should not pay then more than Ten Pounds advance on every Hundred that we are charged 
from 50 to 100 pr Cent on almost every thing we buy since Mr. Clarkson went from this Place…’. Fyfe, “Our 
Children”, pp. 33-4, 37. During a visit to Freetown in January 1794 Samuel Gamble, captain of the slave ship 
Sandown, noted that ‘Provisions here is very dear, Vennison or Mutton 7d. per lb. Salt Pork 8d., Eggs 2/- per 
dozen’. Quoted in A. P. Kup, ‘Freetown in 1794’, Sierra Leone Studies, N.S., 11 (December 1958), p. 164. 
5 In common with John Clarkson, Macaulay thought it would be beneficial to the health of the colony if ‘na-
tive labourers’ were used to navigate the Company’s vessels during trading expeditions in the coastal and 
river trade. See below, f. 144. 
6 In Letter XII dated 5 June 1793 Anna Maria Falconbridge describes the activities of Captain Newcome in far 
more positive terms, viewing his capture of the ships as part of legitimate action against ‘those Republican 
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left with Mr. Tilley) to Bance Island.7 On inquiry, I found that they were all free men, 
one or two of them of this neighbourhood and who had accompanied Mr. Renaud on the 
trading expedition he lately made to Goree and Senegal &c. Mr. Tilley was indeed so 
considerate as to say he did not mean to send them off the country, but would allow 
their friends to redeem them whenever they thought fit to send slaves in their room, and 
that in the meantime their treatment should be humane.8 I am well disposed to believe 
his professions. But is there no possibility /6/ of punishing this act of injustice and in-
humanity in the captain? Why were the French seamen not put up to auction in the same 
ignominious manner? Is black and white to be permitted by Government to constitute 
the line which shall separate the mere captive in war from the slave? Many of these men 
were not only free but some of them the sons of chiefs, one of them son of the kings of 
Salum. I would fain urge you to an investigation of this black transaction. The progress 
of your colony is certainly much interwoven with the prevention of such savage prac-
tices. Your settlement is believed by the natives to be under the patronage of the King, 
and when they see such shameful perfidy (I can call it by no better name) in the conduct 
of an officer bearing his commission, it will be no easy matter to convince them that the 
sentiments we have continued to avow, are /7/ the sentiments we really entertain. Previ-
ous to their sale I had some suspicions that the case was as I have stated it to be, but I 
was not able to inform myself fully of it till afterwards. Had I known it, I certainly 
should have been disposed to run every risk and should have heartily joined to put my 
name to a bill on the Court of Directors for the amount of their ransom. The poor men 
would thus have got their liberty, and I think a trial before an English jury would not 
only have superseded your obligation to payment, but have brought disgrace if not pun-
ishment on those concerned in the transaction. I am not without hopes that something 
may yet be done, and if you find any encouragement to proceed legally in the business, 
you may be furnished with witnesses hence. It would be doing a signal act of justice and 
it would convince the people around us /8/ that your professions are not vain profes-
sions. Even if the captives should be already redeemed, their price restored by the cap-
                                                                                                                                                                          
ragamuffins…’. She describes how ‘Captain Newcomb in his way out, touched at Senegal and Goree, and 
captured six French ships, four of which arrived safe at this port, and have since been condemned at Bance 
Island; the other two were lost on the shoals of Grandee’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 220-1. 
7 Bance Island, a slave factory owned by John and Alexander Anderson of Bristol, was located in the Sierra 
Leone estuary ‘about 18 miles up St. George’s Bay…’.  Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 20. Anna Maria 
Falconbridge dined at Bance Island House which she described as having a ‘respectable and formidable ap-
pearance’. She noted ‘it is about one hundred feet in length, and thirty in breadth, and contains nine rooms, on 
one floor, under which are commodious large cellars and store rooms … behind the great house is the slave 
yard, and houses for accommodating the slaves’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 10, 31-3. In 
1805 Joseph Corry described the island as ‘little more than a barren rock, of about three quarters of a mile in 
extent’. During his visit, two years before the abolition of the British slave trade, he found ‘several traders, 
and chiefs, with their attendants’. Joseph Corry, Observations Upon the Windward Coast of Africa (first pub-
lished 1807, reprinted London 1968), p. 4. By the 1860s the buildings on the island were in ruins. Fyfe, Anna 
Maria Falconbridge, note 17, p. 16. 
8 John Tilley, slave agent at Bance Island, was described by Anna Maria Falconbridge as a ‘genteel young 
man’ and a ‘favourite with his employers’ [John and Alexander Anderson]. She noted in Letter III of 10 Feb-
ruary 1791 that he was due to succeed [William] Ballingall, as the chief agent at Bance Island. Falconbridge, 
Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 25. Zachary Macaulay maintained good relations with John Tilley, sometimes 
depending on Bance Island for a supply of rice. John Clarkson had similarly maintained good relations with 
Tilley’s predecessor William Ballingall offering, for example, on 10 August 1792 to arrange for mail to be 
sent to England. Clarkson noted that ‘these little civilities and attentions are necessary in a country where you 
stand in need of mutual assistance…’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 8, 40.  
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tors might be paid to those who had redeemed them. I shall endeavour to provide you 
with materials for an investigation by the next opportunity. 
 Another omission is of little consequence but as it tends to shew the difficulties 
which attend the extension of our commerce. They arise indeed on all occasions, if not 
immediately, at least ultimately from the artifices of Europeans, and they are perhaps on 
that account the less formidable. Ansel the Frenchman, whom I mentioned to have been 
rescued by us from the hands of the natives some time ago, had been induced by his 
fears of injury from privateers &c. to quit the Isles de Loss and fix his residence in the 
River Dembia.9 On the appearance /9/ of the James & William lately in Quiaport and 
that river he endeavoured to convince the natives that it was an armed vessel dispatched 
by us in order to break up all the French factories of which there are several in that 
quarter. They were at first a little alarmed in consequence of these suggestions but the 
peaceable demeanor of Davies soon allayed their fears. This scheme proving ineffec-
tual, he took occasion while Davies was in Quiaport to ply Mango Simba the headman 
of that country with liquor and presents.10 Mango Simba a man of no principle (the 
same who had used Nordenskgold ill from a similar cause) and immoderately fond of 
liquor was thus tempted to assault Davies while he was ashore in his town making a 
barter for some rice.11 His people tore the clothes from his back, dragged him for two 
miles to another town and there kept him prisoner for some hours. When the chief be-
came sober he perceived that he had gone /10/ too far. He ordered Davies to be liberated 
and sent on board the ship cutter, and in order to compensate for his ill usage made him 
a present of a young bull. He likewise sold him two tons of rice at an easy rate.12 In or-
der to check these unpleasant proceedings, I shall perhaps [illegible, three or four 
words] pay a visit to that part of the country during the next dries and endeavour to con-
ciliate the goodwill of Mango Simba and, if not, to bind him down to observe a more 
peaceable deportment by a palaver of the country chiefs, who when properly called on 
                                                          
9 In March 1796 Afzelius notes that ‘On Crawford’s Island does n[o]body live but Messr. Balthazar & Powel 
& Mrs. Hansel & Mout…’. Kup suggests that the name Hansel probably relates to Ancel, a Frenchman, who 
lived in Gambia Island in 1780. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 115, 138. This entry in Macaulay’s journal indicates that by 
June 1793 he had moved north to the Iles de Los and had subsequently re-settled in the river Dembia in Susu 
country, approximately 25 miles south of the Rio Pongo.  
10 Afzelius makes a number of references in March and April 1796 to ‘Mungo Simba, the present headman of 
Quiaport and Wongepong [Wonkafong]’. Dr. Thomas Winterbottom’s map of the area indicates that Quiaport 
river was located north of Freetown in Susu country. The position to the east of the Iles de Los is close to that 
of modern-day Conakry. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 123, 127-9.  
11 James Strand, Secretary to Governor and Council in Sierra Leone, also considered Mango Simba deceitful 
and unreliable. Kup, Afzelius, p. 86. John Clarkson’s diary documents how Augustus Nordenskiöld, the Com-
pany mineralogist, was anxious to explore ‘deeper into the country’. This ‘zeal’ was motivated largely by his 
desire to search for the new pure church which Swedenborgians expected to find in Africa. On 16 September 
1792 ‘he sailed in a craft for the Susu country’, although by November 1792 he had returned to Freetown in 
extremely poor health. Clarkson explains that at ‘Wongopong [Wonkafong] … he was persecuted by the slave 
traders, and the king took whatever he pleased out of his goods’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 8, 25, 35, 37, 39-40, 
48-9, 97-8, 100. The goods which Mango Simba took from him had been supplied by the Company to open 
trade into the Susu country. PRO CO 270/2, p. 56. The Company report outlined how he had been plundered 
of all his goods. Substance of the Report 1794, p. 19. 
12 This journey to the Susu country may have resulted from the resolution of the Governor and Council on 19 
March 1793 that the James and William was to be dispatched ‘with a suitable assortment of goods to the 
Northward to purchase rice, livestock &c.’. In subsequent Minutes of Council it is recorded that William Da-
vies was commander of the James and William. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 70, 79.  
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are generally ready to redress all wrongs of this sort and which are so hurtful to their 
own interest at the same time, by discouraging the competition of traders.  
 In my last, you may remember I mentioned Mr. Horne’s intention of delivering to the 
natives on the Bullam Shore his message of peace and mercy [illegible, three or four  
words].13 A severe cold with which he had been siezed the preceding night prevented 
him /11/ and obliged him to postpone the [...] task to another opportunity.14 It proved on 
the whole a fortunate delay for we learned afterwards that this day had been appropri-
ated for a red water palaver by the chiefs on that side. A man and woman were tried for 
witchcraft by this ordeal and found guilty.15 Mr. Watt will probably give the particulars 
in his journal. 
 The observation I am now going to make would have come in with more propriety a 
little higher up. Is it impossible by means of your interest with men high in office, to 
procure the insertion in the sailing orders of all commanders of king’s ships on the Afri-
can station, of a clause whereby they shall be obliged to treat the natives with civility, at 
                                                          
13 The Bullom Shore was on the opposite, or north, shore of the Sierra Leone estuary to Freetown. Winterbot-
tom notes that the name Bullom derives ‘from a word in that language signifying low land’. Winterbottom, 
Native Africans, p. 18. The ‘Plan of Sierra Leone and the Parts Adjacent’ included with the published report 
of 1794 describes the Bullom Shore as ‘level land cover’d with wood’, whilst parts of the shoreline are 
marked as ‘low and swampy’. Ten native towns are identified including George Dean’s town and Dick 
Miller’s town. The plan notes that ‘Youngroo town’ [Yongru] and the ‘King of the Bullom Shore’s Town’ are 
‘lately increased’. The reasons for expansion are not explained. The plan also identifies two tranches of land 
which the Company had ‘purchased from the natives’. William Dawes reported at a meeting of the Governor 
and Council on 11 November 1793 that he had visited the Bullom Shore and ‘fixed the boundaries of the mile 
square of land already procured by the Company on perpetual lease…’. This area of a mile square included 
Clarkson’s Plantation which Dawes’ predecessor had negotiated. In addition, Dawes reported that he had ne-
gotiated the terms of a lease for another square mile of land ‘laying about one mile and a quarter to the west-
ward of the former…’. This was to be used as a settlement for approximately twenty families. Minutes of 
Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 106-7. See above, p. xi.   
14 Horne sailed from Plymouth on the ship York on 29 July 1792. In a series of letters written to his former 
parishioners at Madeley in Shropshire prior to this departure for Sierra Leone, Horne explained his belief that 
‘a dispensation of the gospel to the Africans is committed to my care’. In Letter III written on 21 July 1792 he 
discussed his plan of going to live and preach amongst the natives. He anticipated numerous difficulties in his 
work amongst the ‘barbarians’, believing that he would face trials equivalent to a ‘burning-fiery furnace’ (this 
comparison reflects his former pastoral experience close to the Coalbrookdale ironworks). Melville Horne, 
Letters from the Rev. Melville Horne. Late Curate of Madeley, Salop, Now Missionary at Sierra Leone to His 
Friends at Madeley, Previous To His Departure from England (Madeley, 1792), pp. 5-30. John Clarkson in-
troduced the new chaplain to the settlers at divine service on 9 September 1792. Clarkson later expressed 
some doubt about Horne’s missionary plans in November 1792, considering that Horne would be of more 
value in giving instruction to the settlers in the colony. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 44-6, 111-2. Anna Maria Falcon-
bridge explains on 20 January 1793 that Horne preached a sermon to the Africans at Signior Domingo’s town, 
which she regarded as ‘proposterous’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 199. Horne applied for 
leave to return to Britain on 19 September 1793, a request which the Governor and Council granted; Minutes 
of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 91. 
15 Dr. Winterbottom describes how trial by bitter or red water was used to determine a person’s innocence or 
guilt, particularly in cases of theft and witchcraft. The water, infused with the bark of a tree, developed a 
strong ‘emetic and sometimes a purgative quality’. In common with the description of a red water trial by 
Afzelius, Winterbottom notes that the red water was administered in a public manner, usually in a neighbour-
ing town nominated by the accused. Vomiting rice or kola, swallowed before drinking numerous calabashes 
of red water, was a sign of innocence. If the person died, this was a sign of their guilt. Winterbottom, Native 
Africans, pp. 128-33. Afzelius’ description of a red water trial on 13 June 1795 at the town of Jemmy Queen, 
a Temne ruler, is still more detailed. The person accused of murdering a relative of Signior Domingo’s drank 
13 calabashes of red water before being proclaimed innocent. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 22-30. For an explanation of 
the circumstances of this trial see below, f. 113. Joseph Corry also noted that trial by red water was ‘generally 
applied to crimes of greater magnitude’. Corry, Windward Coast, pp. 70-1. 
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least forbid to injure or insult them? King Jammie was grossly abused by an officer and 
some men belonging to the Orpheus, because in passing the watering place where they 
were employed he told them that the water was his. Had Jammie not known us so well 
as he does, this /12/ behaviour might have considerably affected us.16 As it is, we were 
obliged to enter into long explanations to shew that we had no controlling power over 
captains of men-of-war. 
 
17th  I gave up the task of paying the labourers to Mr. Ker and thus freed myself from a 
troublesome office.17  
 
18th   Today Messrs. Horne and Winterbottom18 moved down to the house lately occu-
pied by Afzelius, and which is contiguous to ours, so that we now form one family.19  
                                                          
16 King Jimmy’s town was located approximately one mile to the west of Freetown on the opposite shore of 
St. George’s Bay and, according to Clarkson, it consisted of about forty or fifty huts. Clarkson noted on 29 
March 1792 that King Jimmy was ‘only a vassal of King Naimbanna’s, and temporary protector of this and a 
few other towns, till a cousin of the latter is old enough to take possession of them’. In October 1792 Clarkson 
explained that King Jimmy governed ‘this peninsula as far as the Sherbro country’ and he restated that he had 
to defer to King Naimbana ‘in matters of consequence’. Both were at the palaver held at Harmony Hall on 27 
September 1792 to discuss the question of sovereignty over the land occupied by the settlement. Ingham, Si-
erra Leone, pp. 19, 32-3; Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 62-4, 71; Clarkson’s description of the extent of King Jimmy’s 
rule was probably incorrect as it is uncertain whether Temne claims extended as far south of the Bunce river. 
P.E.H. Hair, ‘The Spelling and Connotation of the Toponym “Sierra Leone” Since 1461’, Sierra Leone Stud-
ies, N.S., 18 (January 1966), pp. 53-5.  It was King Jimmy who had burnt down Granville Town in December 
1789. Clarkson found King Jimmy ‘shy’ and very cautious at first as he clearly mistrusted Europeans. Ing-
ham, Sierra Leone, pp. 19, 82. However, his relationship with Clarkson, Dawes and Macaulay did become 
more cordial based on frequent visits and negotiation. Recording news of his death on 1 June 1796 Macaulay 
referred to King Jimmy as ‘our friend and neighbour’, although he did not attend his funeral the following 
day. Knutsford, Life and Letters, p. 139. 
17 This probably refers to James Carr, who was appointed to the role of principal storekeeper on 27 January 
1795. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/3, p. 36. 
18 Dr. Thomas Winterbottom, graduated as a Doctor of Medicine from Glasgow in 1792. By July of the same 
year he had arrived in Sierra Leone, where he spent the period until April 1796. Fyfe, History, pp. 45, 64. 
Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. i, vi, x, 34, 276. Dr. Bell, a Company doctor had died in March 1792. He 
was considered unreliable and ineffective. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 19. The confidence of the 
Court of Directors in Winterbottom is indicated by the fact that he was named as one of the people who would 
succeed if the new form of Company government failed in Sierra Leone. Clarkson recorded in his diary for 29 
August 1792 that a sealed letter from the Court of Directors contained this news. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 27-8. In 
May 1796 Zachary Macaulay expressed his admiration for Winterbottom in a letter to Selina Mills, his fian-
cée, describing him as a ‘man of general science and great professional skill’. Knutsford, Life and Letters, pp. 
135-6. 
19 Adam Afzelius, the Company botanist, was granted a period of leave in June 1793 due to ill-health. The 
Governor and Council expressed their hope that he would return, which he did in April 1794. Minutes of 
Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 78. Born in 1750, Afzelius was a former pupil of Linnaeus. He reached Sierra 
Leone in May 1792 with fellow Swede and Swedenborgian, Augustus Nordenskiöld. He finally left Sierra 
Leone in May 1796, although the four-year period was punctuated by periods of leave in England. His botani-
cal work was sponsored by Sir Joseph Banks, to whom he returned plant and animal specimens. His journal 
for 1795-6 indicates that settlers, Company employees and Africans collected specimens from the surrounding 
coast and rivers which they brought to Freetown. These supplemented specimens collected during his own 
travels. In conversations with Miss Betsy Herd, a Eurafrican slave trader from Bereira who visited Freetown, 
he gleaned information on the medical applications of different plants. Kup, Afzelius, pp. xii-xiii, 1-2, 4, 15, 
43, 52. From 1792 Afzelius tended gardens of his specimens, all of which were destroyed by the French attack 
in September 1794. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 25, 49, 51, 78; For a discussion of his career see Lindroth, ‘Adam 
Afzelius’, pp. 194-207. 
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The following is our plan of living. Mr. Dawes directs and manages everything, and we 
pay each of us towards the expence of the establishment fifty pounds annually which is 
by the most accurate calculations nearly an equivalent for our individual expences.20 
The sum of fifty pounds will indeed bear no proportion to the whole* expence of this 
mess but then we have all strangers worthy of attention to entertain and all the native 
chiefs with their retinue who come to visit us. Nor does our being inmates make any 
addition to the necessary establishment of servants, having each of us our own servants 
(natives) to attend us. 
  
*October 1 Should it appear that the sum is too little it will of course be raised to so much as may 
prove equivalent to our expences which I begin to think may be sixty or seventy pounds. 
 
All the servants of the Company are now comfortably lodged. Mr. Dawes and myself 
have possession /13/ of the house occupied lately by Mr. DuBois and which to our sad 
experience, we find the least fitted in the colony to exclude the rains. Of the three rooms 
which we supposed to be finished, one is perfectly uninhabitable, and I have been 
obliged to quit it till the roof be completely altered. In another, the dining room, I have 
been able to procure one corner for my mattress, it leaks everywhere else. Mr. Dawes’ 
room, though better than the others, leaks in several places. I am thus particular on ac-
count of the pompous description given of it by DuBois. Were it not for this defect 
which it will take a great deal of labour to remedy, the house is indeed an excellent one.  
Messrs. Horne and Winterbottom have as I said before Afzelius’ house; Messrs. Paden-
heim21 and Ker the house which belonged to Mr. Pepys22; Mr. Strand a tight box which 
                                                          
20 William Dawes, a ‘new appointed member of council…’, travelled out to Sierra Leone on the York with 
Horne. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 167, 170. By September 1792 Clarkson noted that 
Dawes was ‘busily employed in making himself acquainted with the general business of the colony previous 
to his taking an active part in the management of it’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 45-8. By November 1792 his atten-
dance at the meetings of Governor and Council is recorded, although a gap in the coverage of the minutes 
probably conceals earlier participation. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 62 ff. From an early stage 
Dawes was disliked by the Nova Scotian settlers and, as a result, Clarkson spent some time prior to his depar-
ture trying to convince the settlers of Dawes’ trustworthiness. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 73, 92, 102. After Clark-
son’s departure the settlers sent a petition to the Court of Directors in 1793 in which they complained, 
amongst other things, of Dawes’ mismanagement. They protested that he ‘seems to wish to rule us just as bad 
as if we were all Slaves which we cannot bear…’. Fyfe, “Our Children”, p. 38. His authoritarian, inflexible 
manner was attributed by some to his prior experience as a marine officer at the penal colony in Botany Bay 
in Australia. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 178-9; Fyfe, History, pp. 48-9. Dawes took a pe-
riod of home leave from March 1794, and travelled to Britain in the Harpy accompanied by three Africans 
who were to meet with the Court of Directors. They were also to be educated whilst they were in Britain. 
These were Mr. John Wilson described as ‘Chief of Young Row [Yongru] on the Bullam Shore’, Banna, a 
‘free native’ and Henry ‘son to Pa Kokelly’, a Temne chief. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 136. 
 
21 Lieutenant Daniel Wilhelm Padenheim was another Swedish employee of the Company. He published an 
account of his experiences in Sierra Leone in the form of a letter series to a friend in 1801. Lindroth, ‘Adam 
Afzelius’, p. 199. The Governor and Council thought that Padenheim, an engineer, deserved a pay rise in Sep-
tember 1793 as this ‘man of great industry and assiduity’ was ‘highly useful to the Company’. Minutes of 
Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 91. 
22 Richard Pepys, described as the ‘Surveyor of Works’, was given full responsibility for Public Works in 
Freetown in May 1793. Between August and November 1792 Clarkson’s diary contains frequent entries prais-
ing Pepys’ ‘attentive and industrious’ approach to laying out the lots of land for the settlers. Ingham, Sierra 
Leone, pp. 39, 71; Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 2, 3, 5, 10, 18, 48, 71, 95, 100-1. The Nova Scotian settlers were, in 
contrast, angry at what they perceived to be extremely slow progress. Their frustration was exacerbated fol-
lowing Clarkson’s departure as William Dawes, acting governor, placed emphasis on the construction of a 
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also serves for an office and library, built for him by Mr. Dawes; Messrs. Gray and 
Seely23 the house formerly ours, on which some improvements have been made: the 
large house which Mr. White occupied is applied to /14/ different purposes.24 Mr. and 
Mrs. King have two rooms above and the kitchen below.25 The other two rooms above 
are used as an accountant’s office, and the rest of the ground story is used as a retail 
shop and as a dwelling place for Mr. Cooper the shopkeeper.26 Mr. Jefferson, the assis-
tant storekeeper, has a house adjoining which was first intended for a weigh house.27 
Messrs. Dixon and Jaffray live in Harmony Hall28 and Mr. Chilton has a little house 
westward from it successively occupied by Messrs. Lowes29 and Gilbert.30 I am some-
                                                                                                                                                                          
fort. Their dissatisfaction was explained clearly in the petition which Cato Perkins and Isaac Anderson sent to 
the Court of Directors in October 1793. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 8, 36-7, 39-40.  
23 Seely may have worked with the surgeon Lowes, as in December 1793 they both provided a report on the 
health of Mr. Jefferies who was ‘surgeon in the Company’s service’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 
114. 
24 Mr. White, the storekeeper, was granted leave to return to England in December 1792 on the grounds of ill 
health. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 64. 
25 Mr. John King was appointed acting storekeeper after Mr. White had been granted permission to return 
home. In September 1793 the Governor and Council recommended that the Court of Directors should confirm 
his appointment ‘with a salary equal at least to Mr. White’s’. King was described as a ‘faithful servant to the 
Company’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 64, 92; In this capacity he was requested to prepare an 
account of goods on 15 December 1794. Letters from the Governor and Council to the Court of Directors, 
PRO CO 268/5, p. 2; However, he resigned his appointment on 27 January 1795, Minutes of Council, PRO 
CO 270/3, p. 36; Following his resignation it was noted that ‘his extreme want of accuracy has involved us in 
considerable trouble…’. Letters from the Governor and Council to the Court of Directors, PRO CO 268/5, p. 
18.  
26 Mr. Thomas Cooper was appointed on 14 February 1793 to keep the Company’s retail shop at a salary of 
£60 per annum. However, the Governor and Council resolved in October 1793 that the Company would no 
longer take direct responsibility for running a retail shop as it had created too many difficulties. They encour-
aged the opening of retail shops by Mr. Cooper and some of the settlers. A number of settlers were approved 
as retailers in December 1794 including John Cuthbert, Robert Keeling, Mary Perth, Sophia Small and Martha 
Hazeley. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 68, 99-100 and CO 270/3, p. 25; By November 1794 Coo-
per was appointed as a schoolmaster on a salary of £80 a year, which indicates that his role as storekeeper had 
required a competent level of literacy. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/3, p. 15. 
27 This is probably the same individual who, in December 1793, was given £15 in lieu of his losses sustained 
by the ‘sweeping fire’ on the York on 30 November 1793. He was described as ‘late a clerk in the Company’s 
service’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 113. 
28 Petty squabbles and dissension characterised relations between the European Company officials between 
1791-2. The purpose of Harmony Hall, developed by John Clarkson in August 1792, was to allow the Com-
pany officers to dine together in an atmosphere free from ‘party spirit’. Clarkson anticipated that ‘great good 
will arise from it’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 104-5; Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 10. 
29 John Lowes had been granted permission on 5 February 1793 to return to England on the grounds of his 
‘much declining’ health. He had only spent a short period in the colony, having arrived on 4 September 1792 
on the York with Horne. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 67, Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p.42; He returned to 
Freetown, and in January 1794 accompanied James Watt on the first stage of the journey to Timbo in Futa 
Jalon. See above, pp. xiii-xv. 
30 The Reverend Nathaniel Gilbert was an Anglican chaplain appointed by the Court of Directors. Anna Maria 
Falconbridge described him as a ‘man of mild agreeable manners, truly religious, without the hypocritical 
shew of it; he is universally liked in the colony…’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 143; In com-
mon with Horne, Gilbert was sympathetic to Methodism having worked with John Fletcher of Madeley in 
Shropshire. Initially, the Nova Scotian Methodists were willing to attend the Company services as well as 
their own. A.F. Walls, ‘The Nova Scotian Settlers and Their Religion’, Sierra Leone Bulletin of Religion, 1 
(1959), p. 25; On 4 May 1793 Gilbert had been granted permission to return to England ‘by the way of the 
West Indies’. Anna Maria Falconbridge noted in Letter VIII of 1 July 1793 that Gilbert ‘departed for your 
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times apt to think myself too minute. It is much my wish not to leave you uninformed of 
anything you are desirous to know. I shall, when you have time to write fully, expect 
queries from you. Many things from their being common and obvious are perhaps 
passed by as uninteresting, which you might think helps towards forming your judgment 
on particular points. 
     It would appear from what is now openly acknowledged by Signior Domingo and 
some of the other chiefs, that however cordial the people of Bance Island may /15/ now 
be in their good wishes towards us, that at our first arrival Captain Bowie had employed 
every engine to convince them of our sinister designs and had instigated them to oppose 
our landing by promises of a supply of arms, ammunition &c.31 Falconbridge’s conduct 
and professions indeed gave the slave traders great reason to believe that nothing less 
was intended than to ruin them if possible by the most unfair means, as by enticing 
away their seamen, inveigling their slaves, encouraging the natives to cut off slave ships 
&c. 
 The General Ord Captain Ducket, a privateer from Bristol, arrived at the settlement. 
He brought with him a prize which he had taken off Senegal having on board about 
£2000 worth of Indian goods. While off Senegal he was perceived by the fort, and being 
under American colours, it was believed by the Governor that he wished to cross the 
bar. He accordingly borrowed a boat and some grumettas from M. Renaud who was 
there at the time, and putting a pilot on board, sent if off to the ship with /16/ a very po-
lite letter offering his services.32 The letter, I think, might have been considered by an 
honest man as a flag of truce. Captain Ducket, however, made prize of the boat and 
crew. The crew happened all to belong to Sierra Leone, whence they had accompanied 
Renaud. Surely this is not the spirit, if it be the practice, of modern warfare. Poor M. 
Renaud who has now been bereft of his property by part of which every vessel that has 
come upon the coast has been enriched, is a harmless individual [illegible, two lines] 
desirous of injuring no one, anxious only to fulfil his commercial engagements, and 
equally connected in the course of his business with Englishmen and Frenchmen. By a 
course of (I won’t say honest) industry, and the most unimpeached fidelity in his deal-
ings as a merchant [...] he had acquired [illegible, two words] considerable property. He 
has, in a short space of time, been stripped nearly of all, and should he return to Gambia 
[Island], he will be obliged to answer to the natives with his life, or at least with the 
wrecks of his fortune, for those /17/ unhappy wretches, for whose safety he had pledged 
himself and who have been reduced into a state of slavery by the cruel and avaricious 
conduct of a British commander and a commissioned robber. In a conversation with 
Ducket, I inquired his intentions with respect to these men, as they were evidently free, 
                                                                                                                                                                          
quarter of the globe, and I hope is safe arrived in London long ere now’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, 
p. 71. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 144; See below, f. 179.   
31 Captain James Bowie was a slave trading agent employed by John and Alexander Anderson at Bance Is-
land. Fyfe, History, p.22. Relationships between Bowie and the original settlers were fraught with difficulties, 
and it is clear that he tried to obstruct Company business and transactions, as witness Watt’s negotiations to 
purchase part of Tasso Island. Braidwood, Black Poor, pp. 198-200, 204-6. See below, n. 49 (journal).  
32 Tensions between Renaud, the French slave trading agent at Gambia Island, and Tilley were exacerbated by 
the outbreak of war between Britain and France. After abandoning the island, Renaud conducted attacks on 
British shipping. Fyfe, History, pp. 59, 61. The island, at the mouth of the Bunce river about ten miles above 
St. George’s Bay, was considered unhealthy by Winterbottom due to the low-lying marshy shoreline. He 
noted that it is ‘at present deserted’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. 16, 18-19. Although Macaulay refers 
to Gambia Island, it is probable that the area was not a true island but an islet amongst the mangrove swamps. 
In common with Robana, it was probably a dry area in the swampy mouth of the Bunce River.  
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and as numerous applications had been made to us by their friends to procure their lib-
erty. He said he expected to be paid for them. Even that we should not have scrupled to 
do, but had he not intimated that he could receive nothing in return but prime slaves 4 
feet 3 inches high. This put an end to our negotiation, however he carried them to Bance 
Island and disposed of them to his wish. You will wonder perhaps at my not expressing 
all the indignation which such a conduct naturally creates. But we live in Africa, where, 
if we mean to live and to do good, we must suppress our emotions at least deny them 
vent. /18/ 
 
19th June   I visited Signior Domingo33, and found him at dinner with one Pa Sirey who 
is nominated king of Port Logo, and a Marabou or Mahometan priest whom he and the 
neighbouring chiefs have at present employed in making grigris and in assisting at their 
sacrifices to the Devil.34 Their meal consisted of nothing but rice moistened with palm 
oil and washed down with water from the spring. The warm admirers of patriarchal 
simplicity might here have gratified their taste, but for my own part, I felt no inclination 
to change a piece of cold mutton and a bottle of wine I had with me, for the honour of 
dining on rice and palm oil even with majesty.35
     Signior Domingo reads the Portugueze language fluently. I found him After dinner 
he produced his mass book and prayed with seeming devotion for some time and he 
gave me to understand that it is a constant practice with him morning and evening to 
pray to God.36 He expressed great concern that for some years past he had seen no 
priest to whom he might confess his sins, and from whom he might /19/ receive absolu-
tion. To obviate the mischief which may arise from his dying in his present unsanctified 
state, he has left particular orders that as soon as he dies, two slaves shall be sent to St. 
Jago37, to a priest there, who may intercede for him and smooth his way to heaven. He 
                                                          
33 Royema, or ‘Senhor Domingo’s town’, lay approximately four miles to the east of Freetown and less than a 
mile to the east of Granville Town. The frequency of his visits to Freetown was undoubtedly linked to the 
close proximity of his settlement to the colony. The ‘Plan of Sierra Leone and the Parts Adjacent’ included in 
the published report of 1794 indicates that a road had been constructed from Freetown to Granville Town 
which extended almost to Royema. This probably facilitated better contact with the settlements to the east of 
Freetown. At a palaver held at Harmony Hall on 28 September 1792 Signior Domingo expressed concern that 
the lots laid out for the settlers would encroach upon his settlement, and that the expansion of the settlement 
would be a threat to the independence of local groups. Clarkson reassured him that the lots of land would ‘not 
at all interfere with his town or the plantations of rice etc.’. Clarkson described him as a ‘shrewd designing 
man’ and explained that he had been chosen king of Rokelle but, not wishing to accept the office, ‘he escaped 
and settled here’. Clarkson questioned the sincerity of his Christianity noting that he was manipulative and 
violent. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 63-4, 72, 89, 100. Relations with Macaulay appeared to be more cordial, despite 
the role Signior Domingo played in the palaver over John Frederic Naimbana’s death. A map of Sierra Leone 
in 1960 drawn by the Directorate of Colonial Surveys identifies a settlement of Royema close to Freetown. 
There is some indication of toponymical continuity, even if the settlement is not in exactly the same place, as 
in modern days maps Royema is located some twenty miles to the south-east of Freetown. H.M.S.O., Sierra 
Leone Report for the Year 1958 (London, 1960). 
34 Thomas Winterbottom described grigris as ‘amulets, to resist the effects of witchcraft, or the malicious at-
tempts of evil spirits…’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 251. 
35 Dr. Winterbottom noted that the diet of the Africans in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone was typically 
simple, consisting of boiled rice and palm oil. Ibid., p. 64. 
36 His Catholicism was a legacy of the Portuguese presence in West Africa. Clarkson refers to Domingo wear-
ing a ‘long string of beads round his neck, given to him by a Portuguese priest…’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 64. 
37 Santiago is the main island of the Cape Verde islands. During a voyage to England in July 1791, Anna 
Maria Falconbridge visited Saint Jago as the Lapwing was extremely short of provisions. She noted the pres-
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appears pretty well acquainted with the Romish religion, and entertains no more doubt 
of the efficacy of a regular absolution to secure his salvation than of his existence, but 
[...] his religious tenets are [...] strangely disguised by the still more superstitious idola-
try of the country. With all this he is anxious for the spread of the Gospel, and I think 
would engage willingly in any plan which might serve to promote it. He agrees to give a 
house and land to any preacher or schoolmaster that may be sent him, and to take him 
under his own protection. One expression of his struck me “What more have I to do 
with the slave trade. It is time I should leave it off, and settle my account with God. I 
am old, I ought to think only of heaven”. His religion I fear however /20/ is much of the 
same complexion with that of many men of this world, very accommodating. You 
would not certainly conclude from his mode of life, that he was a zealous Christian. His 
Christianity is thrown over him like one of the outer garments of this country more for 
show than use. 
 The Lapwing arrives from the Camarancas with a few tons of camwood.38 Captain 
Robertson had seen Chambard settled in an eligible spot where it was likely he would 
collect a good deal of rice, but the following transaction has grieved me very much and 
may perhaps cause serious mischief. 
 The native who had deceived us with respect to King Sherbro was met by Robertson 
on his way back hither.39 Robertson thought proper to lay violent hands on him, and 
chaining him by the legs and arms made him a prisoner on board the Lapwing with an 
intention of carrying him to Sierra Leone. In spite of all Robertson’s precautions the 
man effected his escape, and I suppose has made the best of his way to Sherbro to lay 
his grievances before the heads of the country. /21/ I do not know that I ever felt my in-
dignation more strongly roused than on this occasion. That a servant of this Company’s 
who had formed their settlement with the view of softening and amending the manners 
of the natives, whose professions have been all along so strongly indicative of disappro-
bation of such a conduct as this, who are but now surmounting the prejudices which 
have been conceived against them should so far forget himself as for a paltry umbrella 
of 20/- value to sieze and confine in irons one of the natives, and him a man of consid-
erable weight is truly unfortunate. It affords a handle to slave traders which they will 
not fail to use. The thing is quite unexampled among people resident in this country. It 
was immediately determined, as the only means of preventing mischief that I should go 
down to the Sherbro as soon as possible and submit the matter to the chiefs there abid-
ing by their decision. Robertson was sharply reprimanded, and given to understand that 
he would be charged with the expence of /22/ the palaver whatever it might be. October 
1  This has produced no serious consequences.  
                                                                                                                                                                          
ence of Portuguese and French consuls on the island, and at the town of Porto Praya she observed that ‘they 
have a Romish chapel (for the inhabitants are all Roman Catholics)’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voy-
ages, pp. 95, 97, 101.  
38 The Kamaranka river is a tributary of Bumpe river (Bumpe river is referred to as Kikuli on a map of 1960).  
It lay to the south-east of Freetown in Yawri Bay, between the Banana Islands and the Plantain Islands. ‘A 
Map of the Windward Coast of Africa from the Rio Grande to C. Palmas’, in Winterbottom, Native Africans. 
Anna Maria Falconbridge noted on 17 January 1793 that the Lapwing had returned from the same location 
with camwood, ivory and rice. She explained that the Company had established a small factory there which 
conducted some ‘very trifling’ trade. A ‘free mulatto-man’ was in charge of this factory, which she regarded 
as unprofitable. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 195.  
39 Clarkson noted in his diary in April 1792 that the ‘King of Sherbra, or Sherbro’ was very rich and powerful. 
He had a large standing army, controlled a ‘vast extent of country’ and though Clarkson regarded him as a 
despot, he still noted that he was a ‘good man’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 37. 
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 We observed today a very strange phenomenon. There arose suddenly out of the 
ground a host of winged ant, so numerous as almost to obscure the air. They issued out 
through holes made in the ground, on stopping which they immediately broke out in an-
other quarter. Their flight continued for half an hour. It resembled the flight of a hive of 
bees. It is remarkable that no sooner do the ants acquire wings than they lose their sting-
ing quality. 
 The rains are constant and unceasing. I have never seen so much rain in the West In-
dies.40 Our gardens flourish. 
 
21st June  Mr. Dawes and myself set off with a view of paying our respects to some of 
the chiefs. We called at Signior Domingo’s, then at Pa Bungie’s41 and then at Pa Lon-
don’s, a brother of Pa Cumba’s who lives in the Bunch River about two miles above 
Gambia [Island]. We meant to have visited Pa Cumba also, but he was ill.42 We are 
were applied to by all these chiefs to redeem /23/ Ducket’s prisoners, which we prom-
ised to use our endeavours to do, and hinted that we would expect the a compensation in 
land towards the Cape for such as we should redeem, which would cost them nothing. 
But on this head they would say nothing decisive. Our chief view in this visit was to es-
tablish, or rather to procure Pa Cumba’s consent for the establishment of a factory in his 
town, for the purchase of camwood, gum, copal and rice, but his illness prevented our 
finally adjusting preliminaries. 
     We called likewise at Gambia [Island] where we were kindly received. They seem to 
live very wretchedly at present. We made them an offer of assistance, indeed since the 
commencement of the disturbances, we have rather paid them more attention and shewn 
them more civilities than before. The soil of Gambia is rich, but it is surrounded with 
swamps full of mangroves, consequently unhealthy. The Europeans there are very 
sickly. The buildings are /24/ mean. There is an open battery in front of them on which 
are mounted four four pounders. From Gambia we bent our course to the Bullam Shore 
and surprised Watt about dusk, having narrowly escaped [...] a torrent of rain. I found 
the sand flies and mosquitoes troublesome here. At Freetown there are so few that I 
have not perceived them any although some of the gentlemen whose skins are of a more 
delicate texture than mine are a good deal annoyed by them. 
 
                                                          
40 Dr. Thomas Winterbottom explained that the rainy season, called Lokko a-liss or bad time by the ‘Timma-
nys’, generally began at the end of May and lasted until the end of September. Winterbottom, Native Africans, 
pp. 21-3. 
41 This is probably Pa Bongee, formerly a sub-chief of King Naimbana, who made his mark against the name 
‘Chief Pabongee’ in Captain Thompson’s treaty of June 1787. He also signed his name on Taylor’s treaty of 
22 August 1788. Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, pp. 112-3; Fyfe, History, pp. 19, 23. Anna Maria Falcon-
bridge records that it was rumoured that ‘Pa Bunkie’ would succeed King Naimbana on his death. She implies 
that this ‘Chieftain’ was influential, as he was given a substantial present by acting governor, William Dawes 
during a visit in January 1793. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 197. 
42 The term ‘Pa’ was a corruption of ‘Bai’, a Temne title used to designate respect for an older man, or  ‘Ba’, a 
Bullom title with the same meaning. Bai Cumba, or Pa Cumba, was a ruler of the Koya Temne. Following the 
death of King Naimbana in February 1793, he may have been designated regent. Kup, Afzelius, p. 85. How-
ever, this was of short duration, as Macaulay records on 27 November 1793 that ‘the Cry for Pa Cumba I find 
will continue for some weeks yet when Pa Kokilly will be crowned King of Sierra Leone by the name of King 
Tom’. Journal of Zachary Macaulay, 4 October – 12 December 1793, ff. 69-70. He had noted in his diary for 
22 October 1793 that Pa Cumba was ill, whilst his journal for 3 November 1793 records that they had re-
ceived news of his death. Diary, Tuesday 22 October 1793, f. 26; Journal of Zachary Macaulay, 4 October – 
12 December 1793, f. 27.  
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22nd June  We viewed Watt’s plantations where everything seemed to thrive, particu-
larly the rice and cotton. I began to distrust more and more the success of the sugar 
cane, at least until the land be more free from ants. They have in many places com-
pletely devoured the plant, though there is still a goodly shew of canes where the plant 
has chanced to escape their ravages. His garden flourishes to admiration. He left his 
people busy planting rice and accompanied us to Freetown where we found all things 
well.43 /25/ 
 
June 24th  Went up to Bance Island to attend the sale of some prizes. One of them was a 
French brig which had been taken in the Sherbro, and whose capture had been attended 
by every circumstance which could aggravate the necessary hardship of such an inci-
dent. She had been made a prize by the Swift privateer of Bristol.44 The officer who 
boarded her stript the captain, surgeon and crew of all their wearing apparell, took from 
the captain’s fob a gold repeater, and robbed him of his sword buckles &c. But this did 
not satisfy him. He observed a diamond ring on the captain’s finger, and immediately 
laid claim to it. The poor man pleaded that it was given him [illegible, three or four 
words] as a gift, and prayed that he might be allowed to keep it. This respectable officer 
whose name was Flewellyn told him that unless he delivered it instantly /26/ he would 
be put to death, and siezing hold of the man’s finger began to pull it off. But finding it a 
difficult matter to do this, as the ring had remained there a long time, he was proceeding 
to cut off the finger as the easiest way of accomplishing his purpose. But he was pre-
vented from going that length, and the French captain after a good deal of trouble freed 
his finger from the ring and gratified the monster. Some native free women who had 
been put on board the vessel as pledges were made prisoners of and sent to the West In-
dies.45 The above is the French captain’s account, and I am inclined to think it true, for I 
heard today the same man Flewellyn give the following anecdote of himself in a large 
company as a proof of his dexterity as a trader. “Being once in the Quiaport I bought 
five slaves at one place and paid the money for them. When that was done I unlocked 
my gin case and gave the black people /27/ to drink plentifully till they all became very 
drunk. I then took from them again, part of the goods I had given, which could be most 
                                                          
43 Clarkson’s plantation was based on a square mile of land on the Bullom Shore, for which an annual rent 
equivalent to about £16 was paid. By 1794, approximately 30 native labourers were employed under James 
Watt’s supervision. After clearing the wooded site, these grumettas were employed in preparing the ground 
for the planting of sugar cane. In the first year of cultivation only about 15 acres were planted, 12 of which 
were laid out with ‘alternate rows of rice and cotton’. A ‘nursery’ of sugar canes was developed, although the 
damage caused by ants was extensive. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 47-50. These ‘ants or bug a bugs’ 
were probably the type of termites described by Winterbottom in Native Africans, pp. 292-336. 
44 In Letter XII, dated 5 June 1793, Anna Maria Falconbridge explains that this ship, which brought intelli-
gence of the British declaration of war on France, had destroyed a French factory at the Iles de Los and ‘made 
some valuable reprisals’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 220. 
45 This refers to a practice in which slave captains gave goods on credit to local traders to purchase slaves and 
other types of cargo. Africans were used as pawns or pledges, and were intended as a type of security for the 
credit extended. If the trader failed to supply the merchandise in the stipulated period, ship captains often 
sailed carrying the free men and women. Sierra Leone Company officials had extended goods on credit to 
African and Eurafrican traders, although it is unclear what types of security they demanded for this practice. 
At a meeting of the Governor and Council on 29 October 1793 it was decided to discontinue this practice as 
‘lending has been found universally productive of palavas and the case of payment being refused no expedi-
ency remains for recovering the Company’s money except seizing the persons of the debtors an expedient it 
was better to avoid’. This implies that they rejected the practice of demanding pawns to stand as surety for 
loans. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 95-7. 
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easily removed and made my way back to the factory”. He justified it by saying “It was 
very right, had it been in their power, they were villains enough to have done the same 
by me”. A slave trader of twenty years practice who was present could not help blush-
ing at this recital. 
 I bought nothing but a boat for Mr. Watt’s uses. Bance Island, as things are at present 
constituted is a most unpleasant place. Tilley is indeed a man of decency and propriety 
in his external conduct, but the motley crew of traders, ship masters &c. who to the 
number of about twenty usually infest the place render it a scene of continual dissipa-
tion and confusion. Their mode of living is licentious in the extreme, and as may be ex-
pected from such courses, few of them are long lived. Since the commencement of the 
rains a good many whites, say five or /28/ six have already died at Bance Island. Of 
these, one young man had an intention of going soon to England in order to prosecute a 
Captain Niven for the murder of a sailor. (I said something about it I believe in my 
last).46
 I am very sorry that the hopes of bringing that murder to light is thus frustrated, but 
Moxey who went home in the Amy will be able to direct your enquiries to Niven and his 
crew, as well as to three surgeons who were on the spot at the time, and who though 
overawed by their respective captains, declared that though the blows were not the im-
mediate cause of the man’s death, they thought them the […] cause and the foundation 
of the violent disorders which carried him so suddenly off.47 One of the surgeons I al-
lude to belonged to the Peggy, Smith of Liverpool, another to the Nassau, Morley of 
Bristol.48 The third I do not know of, but Moxey can inform you. /29/ But to return. Ex-
cept that young man who evidently died from want of medical attendance, he having 
been taken ill on Tasso where he was employed in erecting a battery, the death of the 
others is ascribed at Bance Island to intemperance.49 I can p[…] too that want of care is 
                                                          
46 A number of seamen who deserted at Freetown complained to John Clarkson of Captain Niven’s mistreat-
ment of them. In a letter of 20 September 1792 Clarkson insisted that Niven should provide the mates, boat-
swain and seamen with certificates stating that he would treat them in a way appropriate to their station. 
Niven, captain of the Thomas, agreed to these conditions and Clarkson hoped that he would ‘in future treat 
them as men in their stations ought to be treated’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 65-7, 69-70. The entry in Macaulay’s 
journal suggests that he did not amend his behaviour towards his crewmembers. 
47 In the Council Minutes of 15 March 1792 John Clarkson, Superintendent, recommended that Mr. Moxey, 
‘chief mate of the Amy’, should be ‘master of the Felicity’. The Felicity was a schooner, purchased for the 
Company’s use by Clarkson for the ‘extremely cheap’ price of £280. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 
22-3. 
48 Anna Maria Falconbridge recorded the arrival of the Nassau in the command of Captain Morley from Bris-
tol on 20 January 1793, ‘but last from the Isles de Loss’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 200. 
Morley was her brother-in-law, and she sailed from Freetown on 9 June 1793 with Isaac DuBois on the Nas-
sau. Anna Maria Falconbridge recorded that during the voyage to Jamaica the slaves were treated with the 
‘utmost kindness and care…’. This favourable account contrasts with the views contained in her former hus-
band’s pamphlet entitled ‘An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa’. Fyfe, Anna Maria Falcon-
bridge, pp. 111, 116, 128, 169, 190.  
49 Tasso Island, located in the Sierra Leone estuary to the south of Bance Island, was described by Dr. Thomas 
Winterbottom as a ‘plantation belonging to the British slave factory’. Falconbridge similarly noted that 
Messrs. Anderson had planted part of the island with cotton, coffee and sugar cane. Winterbottom, Native 
Africans, p. 19; Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 48. Joseph Corry considered that the island had a 
‘remarkably fertile soil’ which was ‘capable of producing any tropical production’. Corry, Windward Coast, 
pp. 3-4. The Superintendent and Council at Sierra Leone proposed purchasing part of Tasso Island in March 
1792. James Watt reported visiting ‘King Samma on the Bullam Shore to negociate with him for that part of 
Tasso to which he was reported to lay claim’. During Watt’s visit, Captain Bowie of Bance Island claimed 
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a prevailing cause of mortality there. A surgeon no doubt attends visits the sick, pre-
scribes for them, but they are attended only by their own women, many of whom cannot 
speak English, and whose very presence is perhaps adverse to their recovery. There is 
only one dwelling house on the island, so that the sick are exposed to all the noise, 
hurry and bustle and clamour of slaves in the slave yard &c. occasioned by the exten-
sive trade of the place. In short, I am surprized how any who once get ill can recover in 
such a place; and I have reason to believe it no exaggeration to say that of those who 
come hither from Europe, 50 per cent /30/ die the first year.50 At the same time those 
who like Tilley and a few others on the island, live temperately, are cautious of expos-
ing themselves to the inclemency of the weather, and are comfortably lodged and at-
tended are seldom ill. The great maxim in this country for the preservation of life is to 
attack disease as it approaches [illegible, two words]. When it is strictly attended to, 
there is every human probability that the disease will not prove fatal. When it is ne-
glected, the patient’s recovery can scarcely be looked for.51
 
25th June  I returned to the settlement and found that M. Renaud had passed to Gambia 
[Island] in an armed sloop. 
 Some of the settlers had been complaining to Mr. Dawes of an artifice practised on 
them by Mr. DuBois, the consequence of which they were apprehensive might be the 
loss of your friendship. A paper which the delegates were to convey to the Court of Di-
rectors had been presented to them to sign in which were containing many passages to 
which they objected. The objectionable passages were agreed to be struck out, on which 
/31/ condition they expressed their intention of subscribing to the remainder. They had 
never doubted, as a promise had been given to that purpose, that their wishes had been 
complied with in ingrossing the address, but to their utter astonishment they have now 
discovered by means of someone in the secret that the paper had been sent home with 
their names tacked to it in its original state. On this subject we may be able to give you 
something under their own hands by the first opportunity and which will be more in 
point than any observations I can make.52
 
June 26th  The Providence arrived from the C[…] Sherbro with a load of rice.53 There 
came in her the father-in-law of Sammarou, the man whom Captain Robertson had 
taken prisoner. He complained of the outrage done him and it was promised him that as 
soon as I could go down to the Sherbro and consult with the headmen of that country, I 
would make him every reparation that might be judged adequate. *Understanding that 
                                                                                                                                                                          
that the ‘Bence Island Company had already purchased of King Samma that island…’. Minutes of Council, 
PRO CO 270/2, pp. 21-2. 
50 Macaulay exaggerated the differences in mortality levels between Bance Island and Freetown. Mortality at 
Freetown, ‘the Whiteman’s Grave’, was also high. 
51 Both John Clarkson and Adam Afzelius considered that the climate was healthy, providing individuals 
maintained a sensible lifestyle and were alert to the symptoms of approaching fever. See, for example, Ing-
ham, Sierra Leone, pp. 57-8, 93. 
52 Information supplied by Macaulay may have been important in leading the Court of Directors to conclude 
that the views in the petition ‘were not thoroughly approved by a great part of the Nova Scotians’. This 
probably refers to the petition presented to the Court of Directors by Isaac Anderson and Cato Perkins in Oc-
tober 1793. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 22-3. 
53 Anna Maria Falconbridge describes the Providence as a ‘small coasting cutter of the Company’s…’. Fal-
conbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 191. 
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Bance Island factors had /32/ been busy in widening the breach betwixt us and the peo-
ple in Sherbro, I wrote to Tilley requesting that he would interpose his authority to pre-
vent such a shameful interference. He expressed and I believe with earnestness his dis-
approbation and disavowal of such proceedings and wrote to the factors, pointedly rep-
rehending them. 
*N.B. I afterwards found this not to be true. 
 
 The Domingo sailed for Gambia [River]. There is on board an assortment of goods 
adapted for the purchase of wax and ivory, as well as cattle, and in four months I expect 
to see her return with a considerable quantity of these articles.54
 
28th June  The James & William sailed for the Windward Coast [illegible, five or six 
words] Ivory Coast with goods for the purchase of ivory, pepper, gold dust, and on her 
return of rice and palm oil. Captain Davies has orders to proceed as far as Dixcove if he 
should find it necessary for the disposal of /33/ his cargo.55
 I set off myself in the Ocean with an intention of visiting the Isles de Loss, of going 
thence to the Bananas, and then proceeding to the Sherbro.56  
 
29th June  I arrived at the Isles de Loss and agreed with Mr. Horrocks for the purchase 
of 40 puncheons of rum at 5/- per gallon to be paid for in bills.57 If the Court of Direc-
tors should think the bargain a hard one, they must partly blame themselves for had we 
been regularly supplied, we should not have been driven to this necessity. Having ef-
fected this purchase, I altered my original plan and resolved to call at Sierra Leone with 
as much of the rum as the Ocean could carry in my way down the coast. 
                                                          
54 In discussions on 18 June 1793 the Governor and Council observed that the Domingo ‘from her size is pe-
culiarly well adapted for carrying stock…’. As they anticipated that there would probably be no competitors 
‘to encounter within the Gambia’ it was resolved that Mr. William Wenham should be made captain and ‘sent 
thither’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 78. River Gambia lay approximately 400 miles north of Free-
town. English exploration of the river dates from the early seventeenth century, which is considerably later 
than the Portuguese, who were the first Europeans to reach the river in the mid-fifteenth century. David P. 
Gamble & P.E.H. Hair (eds.), The Discovery of River Gambra by Richard Jobson 1623, Hakluyt Society, se-
ries III, volume 2 (London, 1999), pp. 1-46.  
55 It was noted in the Minutes of Council that William Davies was well acquainted with the trade of the 
Windward Coast and the Gold Coast. As William Dawes and Zachary Macaulay considered that the ‘coast to 
the southward of this place is entirely without vessels of any description…’, Davies would be well-placed to 
purchase a range of products. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 79. 
56 Macaulay’s voyage on the Ocean had a number of different objectives. In the Minutes of Council on 24 
June 1793 it was recorded that the visit to the Iles de Los, approximately 80 miles north of Freetown, was to 
remedy the ‘present very urgent want of rum, both for the supply of the colony and for the purposes of 
trade…’ He returned to Freetown with some of this rum. The subsequent southward journeys to the Banana 
Islands and Sherbro which he commenced on 8 July 1793 were ‘in order to visit the different factories, estab-
lish new ones, pay the necessary customs, form friendships with the natives, chiefs &c.’ The Ocean was also 
to carry various goods for the supply of these factories. Ibid., pp. 79-80. 
57 Mr. Horrocks was an English slave trader at the Iles de Los. Fyfe, History, pp. 53-4. Clarkson corresponded 
with Horrocks in August 1792 regarding a proposal to purchase ‘the Island and shipping he had to dispose 
of…’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 2-12.  Mouser notes that Horrocks acted as a slave factor to Liverpool merchants, 
John and Thomas Hodgson. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, p. 106. Macaulay received news of Horrocks’ 
death on 20 September 1793. See below, f. 170. 
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 These islands are barren and rocky, but from their dry soil and insular situation must 
be comparatively healthy, although of the small /34/ number of white traders employed 
here thirteen have been known to die in one season. 
 Horrocks told me in confidence that, if a truth, the chiefs of Sierra Leone had sent 
ambassadors to Cleaveland,58 Calker59 and Lord North60 soliciting their assistance in 
driving us from the country. The plan proposed was that as soon as a Frenchman of war 
(certainly a probable event) should enter the river and attack us in front, they should 
join their forces and attack our rear. He further added that Mr. Cleaveland had abso-
lutely declined the confederacy. I thanked Mr. Horrocks for his friendship, and may if 
occasion serves make use of his intelligence but it appears to me at present to be an un-
founded story.* The constant aim of Bance Island people and all the slave traders 
around us, since they failed in rousing the jealousy of the natives against us, has /35/ 
been to excite ours. We ought not however to be too secure. I cannot well figure to my-
self the advantages which the natives would reap from such an attempt. The best part of 
them are sensible of the good they derive from our vicinity. Many of their children are 
in our hands. Many of their people are employed by us as seamen, labourers &c, and are 
wholly in our power. Besides we must give the African of these parts this praise, that he 
seldom deliberately engages in war, but for purposes of retaliation. That such an appli-
cation, as that above mentioned was made to Cleaveland I can well believe, but more 
with a view of sounding their minds, in case of a rupture than with any immediate de-
sign of commencing hostilities. I should not well know how to blame their being suspi-
cious of us, after the pains taken to rouse their fears, and it is natural for them to court 
alliances in order to repel the encroachments which they suspect may eventually be 
made on them. I shall endeavour /36/ to set throw light on the matter right if I can effect 
my purposed visit to the Sherbro. 
  
*October 1. I believe the whole story was false. 
 
                                                          
58 William Cleveland of the Bananas ran a slave depot or factory. He inherited the business concerns of James 
Cleveland, his uncle, after working for him as a clerk. John Clarkson noted in his diary in April 1792 that ‘the 
present owner of the Bananas is a mulatto, and a grandson of the white man C______, the first owner of that 
name’. He also noted that the Clevelands ‘have always carried on a great trade in slaves’. Clarkson explained 
that although they were ‘vassals of King Naimbanna’, the Clevelands regarded themselves as ‘sovereigns of 
those islands and part of the opposite continent’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 50. Anna Maria Falconbridge 
thought William Cleveland ‘rather polished in his manners’ as he had been educated in England. Falcon-
bridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 144-6. Macaulay maintained a good relationship with Cleveland, who 
was able to supply rice from plantations on the mainland. Fyfe, History, p. 54; Booth, Macaulay, p. 45. For a 
discussion of the Cleveland family descent see Adam Jones, ‘White roots: Written and oral testimony on the 
"first" Mr Rogers’, History in Africa 10 (1983), 151-162, p. 155 and n. 30. 
59 William and Stephen Caulker were the brothers of Charles Caulker, who was murdered by James Cleveland 
in 1785. Fyfe notes that the Caulkers, who were of European descent, built up their power through trading 
wealth and came to rival the traditional chiefs. Fyfe, History, p. 81; Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, p. 89. 
60 Kup points out that the real name of Lord North was Bemba; his nickname was based on Frederick North, 
2nd Earl of Guildford, 1732-92. ‘Lord North’ was a former slave, rewarded with land at Cape Shilling, oppo-
site the Banana Islands for killing Charles Caulker for his master. He was driven off this land by Stephen 
Caulker who, following the death of William Caulker in 1797, attacked and took control of the Bananas. 
Corry, Windward Coast, p. 9; Fyfe, History, p. 81; Kup, Afzelius, pp. 80, 89. 
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On one of these islands lives a black man of the name of Williams who possesses con-
siderable influence, and has collected a number of people into his town, chiefly his own 
slaves into a town where he resides. He was educated in England, but that circumstance 
distinguishes him from the common herd only by his speaking better English.61 One of 
these slaves had conceived an affection for a young woman who lives in the same 
town, and nought was wanting to complete their union, but Williams’ consent. This 
was refused however and the slave, exasperated by the refusal endeavoured to avenge 
himself on his master. About two days ago finding him in a convenient situation, where 
there was no other person to oppose the execution of his purpose, he presented a mus-
ket loaded with three bales to his breast, but owing to some effort which /37/ Williams 
made on being fired it lodged in they […] his thigh bone. The noise drew many to the 
spot, and the slave was instantly siezed. He did not attempt to escape, only expressed 
his sorrow that some signs of life were still visible in his master. His punishment was 
singular. He was immediately chained, and Williams’ brother with a knife made three 
deep gashes on the back of his head. Williams’ head wife did the same on his forehead, 
and his head grumetta ran a sharp pointed dagger obliquely through the back of his 
neck so as […] to penetrate downwards.  
 The poor wretch, still alive, was placed in a canoe, and carried out about three miles 
from the land, and some large stones having been tied to his neck, he was thrown into 
the sea. Williams’ brother who related all these particulars on each of which he seemed 
to dwell with a savage pleasure, here observed “And as the rascal was going down /38/ I 
drew my cutlass and split open his skull”. 
 Williams still lives and is likely to live, but I fear the poor girl who has been innocent 
by the cause of the attempt on his life, will share a similar fate with her lover. 
 
30th June  There came on board the cutter a Mandingo or Mahometan with a train of ten 
or twelve followers, and announced himself by the name of Moricannou the warrour[?] 
of the Suzee Country. He lives at Morbaye on the Burreah River a little to the south-
ward of Quiaport.62 The following I found to be the occasion of his present visit to the 
Isles de Loss. Horrocks had had considerable dealings with a wealthy native of the 
name of Famarah, and their accounts had remained unsettled for a long time. Horrocks 
alleged that this man owed him fifteen slaves and on pretence of repaying himself that 
balance siezed a schooner belonging to Famarah. /39/ Famarah denied the debt, and 
made a reference of the matter to Bance Island whose judgment it appeared that the bal-
ance was on the other side. On this he repaired to the Isles de Loss, and demanded the 
restitution of his schooner, which Horrocks refused, threatening at the same time that he 
would detain him till his demands were fully satisfied. Famarah immediately drew a 
pistol from under his garment, and clapping it to Horrocks’ breast, drew the trigger, but 
the pistol missing fire, he was defeated of his purpose, disarmed, confined, and loaded 
                                                          
61 Adam Afzelius visited the Iles de Los on 4 March 1796 and observed that Mr. Williams, a black man, 
owned the largest island Tamara. Afzelius noted that Mr. Williams ‘has been in England 8 or 10 years, and 
there got some education, at least taught to read and write’. Whilst Afzelius noted on 31 March 1796 that he 
had ‘received much civilities from Mr. Williams’, a week later he noted that ‘Tom Williams of Tamara is also 
a drunkard, a bad character among the slave traders’. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 99-100, 132, 138. 
62 This refers to Mori Kanu, whom Fyfe describes as a ‘powerful Bulom war chief living in the Northern Riv-
ers…’. Fyfe, History, p. 90. Mori Kanu’s place of residence was Morbaya, located close to the Bereira River. 
Afzelius makes a number of references to ‘Morey Canno … the king of More Bya…’. He describes him on 
several occasions as a great warrior. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 120, 125. 
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with irons. Horrocks wished to call a palaver of the country chiefs, […] but they would 
not interfere unless the criminal was first put into their hands, as he was a headman and 
not a slave. Horrocks however, having procured the consent of one or two chiefs who 
were more in his interest, the man was condemned /40/ and sent to the West Indies. The 
other chiefs enraged beyond all measure at this procedure resolved on burying Horrocks 
and all his people in the ruins of his factory. He seeing no way by which he could es-
cape their resentment if he relied only on his own strength sent to Moricannou request-
ing his aid, and promising him a liberal return for it. Moricannou obeyed the summons, 
repaired to the Isles de Loss with upwards of a hundred warriors, and by the very tenor 
of his name obliged the adverse chiefs to settle the palaver. The one most obnoxious to 
Mr. Horrocks and who lives on the opposite shore Tumba Point, was forced to abandon 
his town, rice grounds &c. and retire into the interior after promising that he should not 
return there. Moricannou received the promised arms, powder, rum and tobacco, and 
was now on /41/ the eve of returning to his home, highly pleased with his success. 
 This warrior behaved to me with great politeness. “He had heard of our settlement 
and views with pleasure, and longed to know more of us. He […] wished to open a 
trade with us, as his place would furnish rice and stock of all kinds. He was desirous to 
send us one of his own sons for education to the settlement, nor would he scruple to 
furnish rice for his subsistence, and if we would send a vessel to his place he would be 
happy to pay us a visit”. I made him fully acquainted with our views, and told him that 
when the rains were over a vessel should be sent to his place with a few goods to buy 
stock &c. I complained to him of Manga Simba’s treatment of our people. He promised 
to enquire into it and prevent it in future, Manga Simba being in a manner tributary /42/ 
to him, having been subdued by him about two years ago.63 He was very desirous of 
having a man sent to him who was acquainted with gold and silver mines, as in the riv-
ers of the Foulah Country about fifteen days journey from him there were frequently 
found grains of gold mixed with the sand. And he engaged at the same time that he 
would be responsible for the safety of his person. At parting I presented him with a Si-
erra Leone dollar which pleased him mightily.64
 I got considerable light into the history of the famous Mahometan prophet who ap-
peared in those parts about three years ago. He was of Moorish extraction, his name 
Mahade or the chosen of God.65 He proclaimed himself a messenger sent by Mahomet 
to reveal more fully the will of God, and to act as his vicegerent on earth. He boasted 
himself to be unvulnerable, and the daring manner in which he exposed his /43/ power 
on all occasions gave a colour to the pretence. His youth, his abilities, his bravery, his 
                                                          
63 According to Afzelius Mori Kanu ‘had out of jealousy been attacked by Mungo Simba…’, but put up a 
brave defence. The date of the attack is not specified. Ibid., p. 125. 
64 Dr. Winterbottom explains that the Sierra Leone Company introduced a silver currency of dollars, half dol-
lars, shillings and sixpences and a copper coinage which consisted of ‘cents or the hundredth parts of dollars’. 
He notes that they were accepted readily as a medium of exchange by local African groups. During the French 
attack in September 1794 a large amount of this silver coinage was taken. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 
175. These coins were struck at the Soho Mint and featured ‘clasped black and white hands, symbols of racial 
amity’ on the reverse. A lion was the image of the obverse, with the words Sierra Leone Company, Africa. 
Fyfe, History, p. 43.  
65 The fact that Thomas Winterbottom’s account of this ‘celebrated imposter’ is very similar to this extract is 
not surprising, since Macaulay helped Winterbottom to compile his account. Winterbottom, Native Africans, 
pp. vi, 246-50. This reference to the appearance of a Mahdi is significant, as it may be one of the first docu-
mented examples. A Muslim prophecy foretold that a Mahdi would appear in the Sudan area between 1784-
1882 to warn people of the end of the world. I am grateful to Christopher Fyfe for this reference. 
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personal endowments and […] his commanding address, and his appearance of sanctity 
drew vast multitudes to his standard and at the head of fifteen thousand followers, he 
pitched his tents in the Suzee and Mandingo countries. Even the powerful nation of the 
Foulahs acknowledged his divine commission. He laid the whole country under contri-
bution, and the people were obliged to collect[?] their rice and their stock, for the sup-
port of his army. All the European factories were obliged to buy an indemnity from the 
ravages of war by large presents, and by an agreement to wear his livery which was yel-
low. Mr. Ormond an extensive slave trader who lived in the Rio Pongas was ordered 
peremptorily to furnish without delay to a messenger of Mahade one hundred pieces of 
each sort of goods used in the purchase of slaves, and ten of the fairest white women 
that were to be found.66 The /44/ last request Mr. Ormond was unable to comply with. 
His astonishing success, and the kind of devotional reverence everywhere paid him 
soon generated pride and cruelty. Instant death was the punishment inflicted on any, 
even the chief of his followers, who dared to disobey his orders, or who presumed to 
remonstrate on his conduct. And his generals who were nearest his person, were more 
exposed to the violence of his passions. Perceiving the precarious tenure by which they 
held their lives they began to consult on the best means of securing them. It was pro-
posed to cut off the tyrant but then they knew that no sword could pierce him and that 
no bullet could wound him. Against clubs it was discovered he had no supernatural de-
fence. They took an opportunity therefore favourable to their design and falling on him 
beat out his brains.67 But even when they saw his skull shattered to pieces /45/ they 
could not persuade themselves that he was dead, they cut his body in a thousand pieces, 
and by many it is still believed that though Mahade has disappeared for a time, he will 
shortly return, to take vengeance on his murderers, and to establish his kingdom. The 
teeth, bones and hair were quickly taken from the breathless body and converted into 
grigris by the superstitious Mahometans who ascribe[?] to these relics such a supernatu-
ral power of saving the wearer from any evil, that two slaves are often given for a tooth 
of the prophet.68 His numerous army soon dispersed, except a few, who followed the 
fortunes of some of his generals, who strove with each other for the mastery. One of 
these in an engagement, happened to be taken prisoner by his antagonist, who immedi-
ately conveyed him on board a French slave ship at the Isles de Loss. There he carried 
himself with a sullen dignity, and even in chains, he addressed his fellow slaves in the 
voice of command, and with the air of a /46/ man who knew that no-one durst disobey 
him. A slave trader, a Mr. Barbour, who told me this story and who happened to be on 
board the ship at the time the following incident happened soon recognized him for one 
                                                          
66 John Ormond, born in Liverpool, was one of a number of European slave traders in the Rio Pongo. Accord-
ing to the Company report of 1794, he arrived in Africa about 1760 as a cabin boy on a slave ship. Whilst he 
was described as an ‘expert and accomplished’ slave trader, he was also noted for his cruelty. His main fac-
tory was at Bashia in the Rio Pongo. He died in 1791 after a large proportion of his property was destroyed in 
a slave rebellion. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 97-8; Fyfe, History, p. 66; Mouser, ‘Trade and Politics’, 
pp. 34-5. The Rio Pongo was the location of a large European and Eurafrican slave trading community in the 
late eighteenth century. Bruce L. Mouser, 'Trade, Coasters and Conflict in the Rio Pongo from 1790 to 1808’, 
J.A.H., 14, 1 (1973), pp. 45-8, 50-3. 
67 Winterbottom explained that he was killed by Bramo Sayou, a Susu chief. Watt met this ‘very good kind of 
a man’, aged about 48, at Boutia on 14 April 1794. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 85-6. 
68 Afzelius explained in his journal for 24 April 1795 that ‘they put high value on great men’s relics’ as ‘they 
imagine that by getting any part of the deseased, they will get his virtue and qualities’. Kup, Afzelius, p. 11. 
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whom he had seen in Mahade’s train, and was in his also known again by the captain 
whom they had that day indulged with a walk on deck free from fetters.69
 No sooner had the gentlemen in the cabbin seated themselves to dinner, than he gave 
the appointed signal. The slaves rose to a man, knocked off each others fetters and 
headed by this chief made an attack on the barricade with an intention of penetrating to 
the cabbin. They were unable however to effect their purpose, the guns were pointed 
forwards. Some were killed; many leaped into the sea, and the insurrection was quelled. 
The first inquiry was after the ringleader, who came forward and boldly avowed, that at 
his bidding the insurrection had been raised, and that although he should have preferred 
the procuring /47/ the liberty of all his fellow slaves, he still was satisfied in the near 
prospect he had of procuring his own. The captain lost no time in gratifying his wish, 
but hung him up to the yard arm as an example to the other insurgents. 
 The king of the Foulahs is a very powerful man, he lives about 300 miles up the 
country.70 When slaves come to the Rio Nunez &c. from that country, they come gener-
ally in coffles bodies of one or two hundred, attended by double the number of  
armed Foulahs.71 The slave traders of the Rio Nunez &c. wished lately to avail them-
selves of the war in order to lower the price of slaves, and when the Foulah caravans 
came down they refused to trade unless a deduction was made in the price.72 To their 
great disappointment however, the Foulahs were offended at this treatment broke up the 
palaver and carried all their slaves back again.73 The ships in that quarter /48/ are thus 
deprived disappointed of a cargo and must either leave the coast without one or wait till 
towards the end of the ensuing dries set in.  
 I was assured by an eye witness that when the French privateer appeared lately at 
Cape Mount and when the masters of the English ships anxious to save as much prop-
erty as possible landed their slaves on the beach, numbers of the natives crowded round 
them and conveyed away the slaves to places of security not with a view to restore free-
dom to them, but to enrich themselves. And he said that there were at that moment ves-
                                                          
69 This may be the same individual who gave Anna Maria Falconbridge a tour of Bance Island, in company 
with John Tilley, shortly after her arrival in Sierra Leone in February 1791. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two 
Voyages, p. 26. On 29 October 1792 John Clarkson notes that ‘Mr. Barber, son of the famous Mr. Barber of 
the Isles de Loss’ was supercargo on a French vessel which called at Sierra Leone. Clarkson noted that his 
role was to collect his father’s debts from ‘numerous creditors’ upon the coast. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 93. 
70 The ruler of the Fula nation was Alimamy Sadu. James Watt had several audiences with him at Timbo in 
March 1794 during which he discussed the aims of the Sierra Leone Company. Mouser, Journal of James 
Watt, pp. 56-9. 
71 Whilst he was at David Lawrence’s factory at Kissassi in the Rio Nunez in February 1794 James Watt 
noted that a party of about two or three hundred Fulas arrived. Most of the party carried loads of ivory on their 
head and were armed with ‘a bow and a quiver of arrows’. This party brought only 10 or 12 slaves, which was 
probably related to Alimamy Sadu’s dissatisfaction with the Rio Nunez traders for lowering the price offered 
for the slaves. Ibid., p. 6. See below, ff. 47, 134.   
72 The slave trading community of the Rio Nunez was small compared to that of the Rio Pongo. It focused 
mainly on the area of Kocundy. During his journey to Timbo Watt comments on a number of the main traders 
in the Rio Nunez including James Walker, Mr. Fortune, David James Lawrence and Bastion Douglass. 
Mouser, ‘Trade and Politics’, 31-3; Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 3-9. David James Lawrence also had 
a factory at Dominguia in the Rio Pongo. Mouser, ‘Trade, Coasters and Conflict’, p. 53.  
73 When Watt was at Timbo eight months later Lamina, whom Watt described as the Prime Minister, informed 
him that Alimamy Sadu, the ruler of the Fula nation, was ‘much disattisfied with the Kocundy traders…’ in 
the Rio Nunez as they had lowered the price of slaves to 120 bars. In consequence, Alimamy Sadu had 
stopped much of the caravan trade in slaves until the price of 160 bars was offered. Ibid., pp. 50, 67. See be-
low, f. 134. 
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sels at Cape Mount taking in cargoes of the very slaves, who had once already been re-
lieved from their irons. Sailors, on escaping from slave ships, have always been siezed 
in the same manner by the natives, and returned to the captain for a few gallons of rum. 
This rendered desertion on the coast impracticable until our colony arose, and afforded 
them an occasional retreat from severe usage. And this circumstance it is which has so 
much excited the ill-will of slave captains to us. They are obliged to use the men better 
for now they may get away. /49/ 
 
1 July  After taking on board part of the rum we set sail for Sierra Leone, but were pre-
vented from reaching it till the 3rd by the strong southerly winds which ordinarily pre-
vail at this season. 
 
3rd  I found on my arrival that the Lapwing had been dispatched after me to the Isles de 
Loss with a request that I would return immediately in order to assist in the arrangement 
of some important matters. Before I enter on them, it will be necessary to bring before 
you some circumstances which had previously happened but which were intimately 
connected with them. 
 I mentioned in a former part of my journal that Renaud had arrived at Gambia [Is-
land]. He paid a visit a day or two afterwards to Bance Island where meeting with Cap-
tain Ducket of the privateer, he charged him with having piratically taken a large sloop 
together with a boat of his, and with having /50/ killed some men in the former which, 
contrary to the established laws of nations, he had American colours hoisted. He further 
charged him with having sold the men whom he had taken in his boat to Bance Island, 
although even according to Mr. Tilley, they were confessedly free, and natives of this 
river. Renaud pointed out the dangers to which even his life was exposed if they per-
sisted in keeping these men in a state of slavery, for whose safety he had pledged him-
self, and who had entered into his service without any particular predilection or attach-
ment to Frenchmen above Englishmen, but with a view to procure for themselves a hat, 
a shirt, a jacket and a pair of trousers. All his expostulations were ineffectual, and the 
captives were peremptorily refused him, unless he paid the price of their redemption. 
Renaud’s indignation was strongly excited by this conduct, and when Ducket left Bance 
Island to return /51/ to the settlement, Renaud likewise took his leave. They set off in 
different directions but no sooner had did Tasso conceal them from the sight of Bance 
Island, then Renaud pursued Ducket, overtook him and made him prisoner.74 He was 
treated respectfully, but told that he must purchase his liberty by the restitution of the 
sloop and cargo, of the freemen he had sold, and of all the freemen who had been sold 
in the same nefarious manner by the commander of the Orpheus. It was impossible for 
Ducket to comply with these requisitions as everything had been disposed of to Mr. 
Tilley and Mr. Tilley prepared to attack Gambia [Island] with a considerable force, 
aided by the privateer in order to rescue Ducket, and avenge what he called an unparal-
leled insult. In this emergency, alarmed at the prospect of a bitter war so near our set-
tlement and apprehensive that circumstances might /52/ arise which would involve us in 
the quarrel we resolved on assuming the office of mediators and Strand was accordingly 
dispatched with a remonstrance from Mr. Dawes to Gambia [Island], pointing out the 
impracticability of fulfilling Renaud’s demands, the likelihood of his obtaining redress 
by the more fair and legal mode of a representation to the English Court of Admiralty, 
                                                          
74 The ship was the General Ord.  Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 80. See above, f. 15. Corry de-
scribed how Bance Island was obscured from view by Tasso Island. Corry, Windward Coast, p. 3. 
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our dread of war, and our wish of […] composing the unhappy difference which sub-
sisted between him and Bance Island. The impropriety of Ducket’s conduct was ac-
knowledged and […] an opinion given that Renaud was justly entitled to have the free 
men freely restored to him. Strand was empowered at the same time to treat with him on 
this and other subjects.75 In this state were affairs when I set off for the Isles de Loss. 
What passed in the interim you have already been informed of by Strand’s journal.76 
(Ducket was released in consequence of the applications, the prisoners were restored 
without ransom and Renaud /53/ received a convincing proof [illegible, two or three 
words] of our peaceable intentions and of our desire[?] to alleviate the weight of his 
misfortunes. He proposed to Strand to engage in the Company’s service, to put Gambia 
into our hands, to live under our flag, to trade for us and many other things), for an an-
swer to which Strand referred him to Mr. Dawes, and this day was fixed on for the con-
ference. I happened luckily to arrive in the same instant of time with Renaud. The fol-
lowing were the specific proposals made by him. 1st That the Company’s flag should be 
hoisted on Gambia [Island], that he should live under our protection, and that the soil 
being fertile experiments in cultivation might be then tried with a hope of success, and 
that he would engage to accommodate the matter with the native chiefs. 2nd That as 
soon as he discharges his present engagements with slave traders (he owes 130 slaves) 
he should relinquish the slave trade and engage himself entirely as a trader […]  / 54/ us 
[illegible, two words] the Company. 3rd That in the mean time he has a large quantity of 
gum at Senegal and Goree which he would dispose of to the Company if we would send 
a vessel for it. The safety of the vessel he would assure to us by means of French papers 
and a French flag, while our own flag and papers would secure her from English priva-
teers. 4th That he might be sent to Gambia [River] under our wing where he would es-
tablish a factory which would command the ivory, gold, wax and hides of that river, that 
an occasional visit to Goree would put it in his power to make extensive purchases of 
gum, that an inferior factory might be stationed at Joal[?], where cattle abound and 
where they are to be purchased for a bar a piece, that another in the Cassamanga would 
collect the stock, rice and wax of that plentiful and neglected country; That voyages 
might be made as opportunity presented itself to the Cape de Verde, where with old /55/ 
clothes, liquor, arms, powder and some Indian goods there might be procured Portugu-
eze cloths (a great article of trade in all Mandingo countries of the same kind with that I 
sent you by Lowes) dollars, cotton, salt and stock N.B. In the summer season a cargo of 
fifty tons of rice would sell to a great advantage at the Cape de Verde and would com-
mand even Spanish dollars for the whole. 5th That certain accounts having arrived at 
Goree that two frigates and a sloop of war were destined to sail from Havre de Grâe for 
this coast, it was practicable they might touch at Sierra Leone in which case he would 
engage to secure for the settlement a perfect freedom from all attack in consideration of 
our good offices exerted with Captain Newcome in behalf of his establishment. 
                                                          
75 As the Governor and Council dreaded ‘the consequences which might flow from a rupture between Bance 
Island and Mr. Renaud…’, they assumed the role of mediators based on a neutral position. Minutes of Coun-
cil, PRO CO 270/2, p. 80.  
76 When John Clarkson left Freetown for a short period in October 1792 he noted that James Strand, Secretary 
to the Council, would ‘continue this journal as usual during my absence’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 87. Kup notes 
that a small section of Strand’s journal survives for 1792, although I have found no reference to a surviving 
journal for 1793. Kup, Afzelius, p.1. James Strand was another Swede and Swedenborgian in the employ of 
the Company. Lindroth, ‘Adam Afzelius’, p. 199. Macaulay notes that Strand died on 30 October 1793 and 
was ‘much lamented’. Diary of Zachary Macaulay, Wednesday 30 October 1793, f. 28.  
24 Zachary Macaulay 
 
 It will be necessary to observe that Renaud is vain, immoderate and sanguine, though 
at the same time, active, acute and intelligent. /56/ He possesses that degree of honesty 
which punctually executes every mercantile engagement, but you will readily see that 
he does not limit within very narrow bounds his ideas of moral rectitude, and that he 
regards everything as fair which does not violate an express promise. 
 Our reply was to the following purport viz. That the eyes of […] a great part of 
Europe were turned towards this settlement; that a certain party in England were anx-
iously scrutinizing every step we took;77 that our enemies were many, and that their 
numbers would naturally increase if by any suspicious conduct of ours, we furnished 
topics for blame or crimination; This being premised that M. Renaud would readily see 
the impropriety of our taking possession of Gambia [Island], under the condition of his 
remaining on it protected by us, as until his engagements were fulfilled he necessarily 
must pass under the denomination of a /57/ slave trader and that independent of that cir-
cumstance we by no means felt ourselves authorized to take possession of an island on 
which, under the authority of the French Government, the French standard had been 
erected, without receiving their consent or without exposing ourselves to the risk of be-
ing accused of violating the neutrality we wished to preserve. That there would be time 
to discuss the second proposal when his debts were discharged but that at present we 
should have no objection to barter goods with him for any articles of African produce 
he might think proper to send to our tradesmen; That we regarded his third proposal as 
liable to still stronger objections than either of the former as well with a reference to the 
deceit which must necessarily be practised, as in the view of expediency: That however 
flattering his fourth proposal was, we must content ourselves at present with wishing it 
practicable. /58/ Before he had fulfilled his engagements we might be able [illegible, 
two words] and […] but that at present we found little encouragement on account of the 
war &c. to indulge such extensive views of commerce especially as we must lay our ac-
count occasionally to make a sacrifice of truth for the preservation of property. On the 
last head we observed that it had been very much our wish to preserve the peace of the 
river, that any interference of ours had been directed solely to that object, and that we 
now wished that by a treaty of strict neutrality [illegible, five or six words] to give a test 
of our good intentions while we received a like pledge […] from him. We intimated at 
the same time that we entertained a perfect contempt of any attempts which privateers 
might make against us, and that we were assured that vessels bearing the national com-
mission of France would have orders from their superiors to respect our colony and 
flag. /59/ 
 A paper was accordingly drawn up and signed by both parties, binding each other to 
the observance of a strict neutrality. A copy of it will be sent you. 
 M. Renaud’s 4th proposal merits particular attention. It contains very valuable infor-
mation, and may at some future period prove of use. His statements there are pretty ac-
curate, and they are formed from a personal knowledge of the different places he has 
mentioned. In the rice season the Cassamanga ought above all to claim our attention.78
                                                          
77 This is similar to a phrase used by Clarkson in April 1792, when he reminded the settlers that they had the 
‘eyes of the whole world upon them’. He urged them to set a good example as ‘unsteady behaviour’ would 
discourage talented and propertied men from investing in the improvement of Africa and Africans. Ingham, 
Sierra Leone, p. 69. His arguments are similar to those stated in August 1792 following the decision that John 
Cambridge, one of the original settlers, had engaged in slave trading whilst he was still living in the colony. 
Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 13, 16-17. 
78 This refers to the Casamance River, approximately 50 miles south of River Gambia. 
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4th July  The Lapwing returned with eighteen puncheons of rum from the Isles de Loss 
and the Providence arrived from the Bullam Shore with two or three tons of rice col-
lected there for us by Signior Domingo. 
 It was discovered today that the store had been robbed of copper money to the 
amount of £30 or £40.79 A reward of £20 was offered to the informer on conviction of 
the thief. 
 I mentioned before that a boy slave had escaped from the Nassau, Captain Morley 
and /60/ was supposed to be concealed in the settlement. Today information was given 
that he had been trepanned on shore and sold to M. Cramond of the African Queen by 
someone resident in the colony. We hope to come to a thorough knowledge of this 
transaction. 
 I had a slight touch of fever today, but I soon got rid of it. Trusting to the information 
you will have on meteorological subjects from Dr. Winterbottom who keeps an exact 
journal of the weight of the air and its temperature and of the quantity of rain which 
falls, I have said little on the weather.80 The rains have been heavy and incessant for 
some time past, far exceeding anything I have seen in the West Indies, and the air has of 
course been raw, cold and disagreeable but thanks be to God, who in addition in pity to 
the numerous incidental evils under which we have laboured, hath been pleased not to 
visit us with those which are[?] natural and as we thought unavoidable.81 /61/ 
 Signior Domingo visited us. A man in his town had been sold a little time before on 
pretence of having changed himself by means of witchcraft into a leopard and in that 
shape carrying away some fowl, goats &c. from Mr. Jenkins town. Strange accusation! 
The only feasible account I can procure of this matter is that sometimes men actuated 
by a desire of resenting some injury, do clothe themselves in the skin of a leopard, and 
so habited execute some scheme of revenge. The metamorphosis is supposed real by the 
superstitious natives, who are encouraged in that notion by the chiefs whose purposes it 
serves occasionally to raise the accusation against an obnoxious individual, and thus to 
carry him off. I am told an instance lately occurred in the Sherbro of a man who dis-
guised himself in the skin of an alligator and availing himself of the darkness of the 
night dreadfully mangled a poor girl who was bathing in the river, and to whose family 
/62/ he owed some ill will;82 but I imagine that for an instance when the charge is well 
founded, in twenty it is suppositious, and those accused often prefer the slavery attached 
to a confession of guilt to the proof of their innocence by red water, which though not 
here, yet in the Sherbro is almost always mortal.83
                                                          
79 This was not the first occasion. On 16 April 1793 the Governor and Council had offered a reward for the 
apprehension of the person who had stolen money from the store. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 71. 
80 Dr. Thomas Winterbottom’s ‘Meteorological Account of Sierra Leone’ was published as Appendix No. II 
to his Native Africans. This gives a detailed breakdown of the weather conditions and rainfall for the year 
1793. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. 281-91. 
81 Winterbottom noted that the temperature in June was lower than in preceding months. He also recorded that 
in June there were 25 days of rain, compared to 11 in May. Ibid., p. 285. 
82 In common with many Europeans, Macaulay expressed scepticism about these stories. For a discussion of 
leopard and alligator murders see Fyfe, History, p. 442.  
83 Afzelius’ account of a red water trial suggests that it was possible for individuals controlling the trial to 
manipulate the circumstances under which it took place. During the red water trial in June 1795, the strength 
of the red water was affected by only leaving the bark to infuse for a short period. Afzelius refers to how the 
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6th July  During the last night there was more copper money stolen from the store. The 
money was removed to a more secure place and diligent search made for the robber, but 
without effect. The settlers (some of them only) were proposing to discover the criminal 
by incantations, but we soon put a stop to this procedure. 
 Watt comes over to see us. He continues in good health and things thrive with him. 
He has drawn out a scheme of the expences and profits of a plantation for a succession 
of six or seven years. When properly corrected I think it will afford you great light on 
the subject and point out more strongly than words can, the advantages which would 
accrue /63/ to individuals from a plan of spirited and judicious cultivation. 
 
July 7th  Horne preached [illegible, two words] from the 2nd chapter of […] which he 
[…]ed with his usual fire, perspicuity and simplicity. In the afternoon, he discoursed on 
the withering of Jeroboam’s hand, and took occasion to make such observations on the 
sin of incantations, which he considered as a prelude to a relapse into that idolatory 
from which by God’s grace they had been lately rescued, and which above all sins had 
been ever peculiarly marked by the displeasure of the Almighty and which had perhaps 
been the one reason why the wrath of God had visited the coast of Africa with such sig-
nal calamities, as I think could not fail of producing happy effects. 
 
July 8th  I sailed in the Ocean for the Bananas and Sherbro [illegible, four or five 
words]. 
 
9th  Terrible rains and southerly winds. 
 
10th  We reached the Bananas in the afternoon.84 I went on shore and bought three tons 
of /64/ camwood from Cleaveland at £12 sterling per ton. When sterling is mentioned 
on this coast the invoice price is always understood. I find Cleaveland extremely civil. 
There proved to be no truth in the report of Mr. Horrocks respecting an application from 
the chiefs of Sierra Leone. 
 
11 July  I made proposals to both Cleaveland and Bolland to contract with them for any 
quantity of rice from one to three hundred tons, and offered at the rate of £9 or £10 ster-
ling per ton for red rice, and £12 for white rice.85 They required time to think of it. 
Sailed for the Sherbro. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
defendant had taken the red water the night before to see how he would respond to the public ordeal. Kup, 
Afzelius, pp. 24, 27. 
84 The Banana Islands, located at the south end of the Sierra Leone peninsula, comprised two small islands, 
although a low lying area of rocky land extending from the larger of the two creates the impression of three 
islands. Anna Maria Falconbridge records that ‘the inhabitants are mostly vassals to one Mr. Cleavland, a 
black man, who claims the sovereignty of the island from hereditary right’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 
4; Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 143-6. Clarkson noted that the Banana Islands are ‘described 
as the Paradise of Africa’, although he thought the soil appeared ‘indifferent’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 49. 
Macaulay’s journey from the Banana Islands to Freetown took approximately eight hours on 17 July 1793, 
although it is difficult to know if this was a typical journey time. See below, f. 70. 
85 Bolland was a slave trader on the Banana Islands. He was probably the ‘white trader’ referred to by Clark-
son in his diary of 22 April 1792. Bolland had been given permission to trade there by Cleveland, provided he 
did not interfere with Cleveland’s favourite trade in the Sherbro country. Clarkson’s account indicates that 
Bolland was a ‘great trader’ who ‘has his factories all over the coast’. The scale of his trading activities is re-
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12 July  We reached Jenkins at night.86 We had no sooner come to an anchor, than we 
received a message from Addow the chief of this place, and in fact the chief of all Sher-
bro, enquiring whence we came.87 We satisfied him in this particular. 
 
13th  I waited on Addow, and was surprised by the appearance of a man about ninety 
years of age still active, sensible and vivacious. /65/ I explained to him the motives of 
my present visit which was to acquaint myself with him and the other chiefs, to form 
connections with them, to pay the customs, to fix factories on a sure footing, to adjust 
differences and to give them a thorough knowledge of the views and intentions of the 
Sierra Leone Company. The old man entered very readily into our views, and agreed to 
take our traders under his protection, and to be answerable for any injury they might 
sustain.88
 In the Sherbro there are three kings, and Addow has the nomination of all of them. 
He acts likewise as collector of the customs, so you may readily suppose then that his 
influence is all powerful. He agreed to accept of 180 bars as a full discharge of the cus-
toms, of […] all the various branches of the Sherbro, a sum that does not amount to one 
half of what slave dealers are obliged to pay. He promised to send one of his boys to the 
settlement for education and expressed an intention of visiting it himself in the ensuing 
dries. /66/ I informed him of our dissatisfaction with Captain Robertson’s conduct to-
wards Sammarou. He gave me to understand that Sammarou had been guilty of so many 
improprieties that he would not venture to bring forward the present complaint for fear 
of being laid hold of for former misdemeanours, but that should there […] be a palaver, 
he would take it upon himself. He told me that Chambard had hitherto made no trade 
owing to a difference between him and the natives, and at my desire he sent for him and 
the headman of the place where he resides that the difference might be adjusted.89
 I walked into the country, the soil whereof is rich. The rice everywhere wears a 
promising appearance and I am told that there has scarce ever been a prospect equal to 
that of the present year. Wherever I went I saw abundance of goats and fowls. Of the 
latter a dozen may be bought for four pounds of tobacco, if one could submit to the 
                                                                                                                                                                          
flected in Clarkson’s estimate that Bolland had made £20,000 in a period of eight to ten years. Ingham, Sierra 
Leone, p. 50. In February 1794 Watt visited the factory of Bollard and Powell, slave traders in the Rio Nunez. 
Mouser, Journal of James Watt, p. 7. It is not clear if the references to Bolland and Bollard relate to the same 
man.  
86 A map of the coast in Dr. Thomas Winterbottom’s account shows that Jenkins Town was located on the 
north-eastern corner of Sherbro Island. Modern-day Bonthe is approximately ten miles south-east of the loca-
tion of Jenkins Town suggested on Winterbottom’s map. Winterbottom, ‘A Map of the Windward Coast of 
Africa from the Rio Grande to C. Palmas’ Native Africans;  Milton E. Harvey, ‘Bonthe: A Geographical 
Study of a Moribund Port and its Environs’, Bulletin of the Journal of the Sierra Leone Geographical Asso-
ciation, 10 (1966), pp. 60-1. 
87 This refers to William Ado, an elderly chief, who lived at Jenkins Town. Fyfe, History, pp. 75-6. 
88 This reflects the customary relationship between landlord and stranger, in which the landlord accepted an 
obligation to protect his tenant. The tenant, in an inferior position, was required to pay an agreed rent for this 
protection. Dorjahn & Fyfe, ‘Landlord and Stranger’, pp. 391-7. 
89 The Council Minutes of 23 May 1793 record that Chambard was employed as a trader to open trade with 
Sherbro, King of Sherbro. The King of Sherbro had applied to the Company for a factory to be established 
under his protection. It was ordered that the Lapwing should be dispatched with goods to open a trade. Min-
utes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 72. 
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drudgery of travelling about the villages. On board /67/ ship one cannot procure above 
seven or eight for a bar. 
 In consideration of his promised protection and of the use of his canoes which he has 
also promised whenever our traders may want them, I made him Addow a present of 
about five pounds value. He sent me in return some clean[?] rice, a goat, and two dozen 
of fowls. 
 
July 14th  Addow dined on board. We talked much of the settlement and the Company’s 
views, which he listened to with seeming satisfaction. I have met with none of the na-
tives […] who is [illegible, remainder of line, nine words]. He has rid himself wonder-
fully of all his native prejudices, ridicules without scruple the superstitions of his coun-
trymen, and inveighes particularly against the custom of sacrificing to the Devil who is 
himself a creature of God. He promised to give his protection to a missionary or 
schoolmaster should we send one, and to assist in making his situation comfortable. Al-
though occasionally engaged in the slave trade, he seems to /68/ rejoice in the prospect 
of its abolition. Some years ago his town was destroyed by James Cleaveland and many 
of his people carried away into slavery.90 He still waits an opportunity of revenging this 
injury. 
 Salt is a great article in the trade of this part of the country, particularly in the inte-
rior, where it is used for the purchase of camwood. 
 
15th July  I took a walk to a town called Samo of a considerable extent. I found the peo-
ple busied in making grigris and in sacrificing to the Devil. A great part of the town had 
been encircled with a line and consecrated for the above purpose, and I was given to 
understand that if I should cross the line death would be the instant consequence of my 
rashness. I felt no inclination to put their truth to the proof. 
 On my return I found that Chambard and his landlord had arrived. I went ashore with 
them to Addow’s, when after hearing their mutual recriminations it was determined that 
/69/ the balay91 or measure of rice about which the dispute had originated at 56lbs 
weight, that in consideration of six gallons of rum and six pounds of tobacco, his land-
lord should immediately build in a commodious situation for the use of the Sierra 
Leone Company a good dwelling house after the manner of native houses, a rice house, 
a yard or inclosure for camwood, and a fowl house, that this being done, Chambard 
should dispose of his goods (he has about £200 worth) as soon as possible for rice, 
camwood and stock, and that he should then be removed from the situation and some-
one placed there of a less impetuous and more accommodating temper than this testy 
Frenchman. 
 
July 16  I sent off Douglas (a native) with money goods sufficient to purchase about 
eight tons of rice to the Yaltucker where he had been established about three months 
ago.92 A man of the name of Johnson who has been some time in our service I sent to a 
                                                          
90 James Cleveland, a Eurafrican trader, died in 1791. Kup, Afzelius, p. 79, Fyfe, History, p. 81. Dr. Thomas 
Winterbottom notes that the funeral or ‘cry’ of Mr. James Cleveland was ‘not solemnized until near 3 years 
after the body had been buried’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 243.   
91 Balai derives from the Portuguese balaio meaning ‘small basket’. In Temne, blai. 
92 According to Winterbottom’s plan of the coast the ‘Yaltooka river’ lay between the Plantain Islands and 
Sherbro Island. ‘A Map of the Windward Coast of Africa from the Rio Grande to C. Palmas’, Winterbottom, 
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place appointed for /70/ him by Addow in the River Bagroo93 with goods for about ten 
tons of rice or eight tons of camwood, and Chambard went back to Mende[?] in order to 
dispose of the goods on his hands. 
 Douglas receives about […] fifty shillings a month and Johnson about five pounds, 
as for Chambard he receives no wages but has stipulated to furnish rice and camwood at 
a price which he supposes will produce to him a profit equivalent to wages.94
 
17th July  Having finished my business and received from Addow a promise that he 
would furnish us with ten tons of rice next season we set sail, and arrived at the Bananas 
about 4 in the afternoon. I went ashore but feeling myself a little indisposed I judged it 
most prudent not to wait to take on board the camwood and half a ton of gum I had 
bought, but set off immediately for Sierra Leone. About midnight we came to an anchor 
within three miles of the settlement. /71/ 
 
July 18th  For the first time, I feel difficulty in addressing you. Fain would I draw a veil 
over the continuation of my journal and were it possible [illegible, two words] save your 
mind the pain unavailing pain it must excite. I was highly pleased in the morning to ob-
serve that the Naimbanna had arrived and already enjoyed, by anticipation, letters from 
Europe and a meeting with Henry Granville Naimbanna.95 I was not long permitted to 
enjoy indulge myself in such expectations. A messenger from Mr. Dawes waked me 
from my dream by announcing to me that about ten hours before your amiable friend 
had winged his flight to another world. I shall not trouble you with an account of what I 
felt on this severe and unexpected dispensation. The shock was so sudden that I was 
scarce convinced of its reality until a smart stroke of fever had brought me to myself. 
How marvellous are thy works O God. The ways of thy /72/ providence are indeed past 
finding out. The eye of finite reason in vain looks in this event for even probable good 
consequences, and but for a conviction that God’s thoughts are not as man’s thoughts, 
and that he whose eye pervades the universe, and whom and who maketh all things 
work together for good we would be apt to rank this incident in the list of irreparable 
evils. With a mind illuminated with the knowledge of God flaming with the love of 
Christ, filled with zealous purposed of promoting the great objects of humanity and re-
                                                                                                                                                                          
Native Africans. This river appears on modern-day maps as Thuaka Creek, with an alternative spelling 
Thauka. 
93 The River Bagru was located opposite the northern coast of Sherbro Island. Ibid. 
94 A month later Macaulay recorded in his diary: ‘Letters from Johnson. Chambard and Douglas thriving’. 
Diary, Saturday 17 August 1793, f. 8.  
95 This refers to Prince John Frederic Naimbana, eldest son of King Naimbana, who was returning to Africa 
after having spent a period of education in England under the direction of the Sierra Leone Company. The 
‘Black Prince’ travelled to England with Alexander and Anna Maria Falconbridge in June 1791, arriving in 
Penzance in September 1791. Anna Maria, who taught him the letters of the alphabet,  thought that he pos-
sessed ‘a great thirst for knowledge’ and that he was ‘very capable of improvement’. Once in England he was 
educated by two clergymen nominated by directors of the Sierra Leone Company. He was baptised, probably 
in September 1792, and given the name of Henry Granville, which was based on the names of his abolitionist 
benefactors, Henry Thornton and Granville Sharp. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 60, 93, 123, 
126-7; Hoare, Memoirs, p. 368; Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 19-20; H.A. Rydings, ‘Prince Naimbanna 
in England’, Sierra Leone Studies, N.S., 8 (June 1957), pp. 200-8. In the published report of 1791 the Com-
pany anticipated that ‘if it should please God to prolong his life, he appears likely both from his abilities and 
disposition to lend the most important aid introducing the light of knowledge, and comforts into Africa, and in 
cementing and perpetuating the most confidential bond between the European colony and the natives of that 
country’.  
30 Zachary Macaulay 
 
ligion this young man lived to reach his native shores which two years before he had 
quitted, rude and ignorant […] and to expire in the arms of his distracted mother. But he 
who knoweth the secrets of men probably saw that Africa would present temptations to 
him which might shake his good resolutions, and turn him aside from the ways of God 
[illegible, remainder of line, nine words] /73/ I know not how I should have been led 
into these unnecessary reflections in writing to you on the subject. You will, I trust, 
have the goodness to excuse them. I trust [illegible, remainder of paragraph, four 
lines]. 
 According to Mr. Graham’s account he had left Plymouth in perfect health, but as 
soon as they had reached a warmer climate, he began to feel a tickling in his throat, and 
occasionally pains in his head.96 His mind appeared anxious and uneasy. The dread of a 
disappointment in the objects nearest his heart seemed to press on him more strongly as 
he drew nigh his native shores. Numberless were the plans he amused himself with de-
vising for the purpose of spreading the Gospel and opening the eyes of his rude coun-
trymen, but he seemed to be constantly tortured with the dread that obstacles too power-
ful for him to cope with would arise to obstruct his designs. As he approached /74/ the 
African coast, the heat affected him very violently, and on the 11th or 12th of July, he 
was siezed with a fever which was soon followed by delirium. His few lucid moments 
afforded to those around him [illegible, two words] edifying marks of a humble trust 
and confidence in the mercies of God and of a perfect resignation to the divine will. On 
the 14th the intermission of his delirium was of a longer duration than it had been be-
fore. He took the opportunity of calling Mr. Graham to him, and telling him with great 
coolness and firmness of mind “My friend, I begin to think that God intends to call me 
hence and I fear the message may come before I have an opportunity of telling my 
mother and friends the mercies of God towards me, and my obligations towards the Si-
erra Leone Company. Take pen and ink and write what I shall dictate”. In the presence 
of Captain Woollis and the black man James, Mr. Graham wrote as follows: 
 “On board the Naimbanna 14 July 1793 I Henry Granville Naimbanna having been 
for some days very unwell, and being apprehensive that I may not reach my friends, 
have /75/ communicated the underwritten in the presence of the subscribers viz. 
 It is my will and desire that my brother Bartholomew do pay to Sierra Leone Com-
pany 13 tons of rice, or the value thereof being in consideration of the sums expended 
by the said Company for and on my account.97 And likewise that my said brother do 
pay or order to be paid the sum of £50 to Henry Thornton Esq. which is for money ad-
vanced by him for me. It is my will that my brother Bartholomew should inherit […] all 
my estate real and personal, until my son Lewie shall be of age, and that he shall then 
deliver unto my said son all that he received on my account for him, and that he will 
always do his endeavour to be on a good understanding with the Sierra Leone Com-
pany. And more particularly I request, he may as far as in him lies, oppose the slave 
trade. And further, that nothing injurious may be imputed to the Sierra Leone Company 
by any evil minded men whose interest may be in opposition to the worthy Company. I 
here declare in the presence of that God in whom I place my trust, that during my stay 
in England, I always enjoyed very good health, and received the greatest civilities from 
all those whose care I was under, and at my leaving England I was in perfect health. It is 
likewise my request that my brother Bartholomew do send to […] Suzos Country for the 
                                                          
96 Graham was a fellow passenger who wrote out Prince Naimbana’s will. Ibid. p. 206.  
97 Batholomew was the French-educated son of King Naimbana. Ibid., pp. 202-3. 
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cows that did belong to my father /76/ and that he will present to the Governor and 
Council of Sierra Leone three of the said cows for their use. And provided that he does 
not find […] that number of cows, he will purchase three cows and give them in my 
name. And I further desire my brother will pay unto James Dean (who attended me as 
servant on my passage from England) the sum of five bars”. 
 He then complained of fatigue and said he would postpone the remainder till he had 
taken a little rest. But in a short time his fever and delirium returned with increased vio-
lence, and scarce ever left him afterwards. 
 That night the vessel getting too near the Scarcies Bank and the wind being adverse 
the captain was forced to come to.98 In the morning, not having the wind still continuing 
foul, Mr. Graham set off for the settlement in an open boat in order to bring procure 
some medical aid. After contending ineffectually with the tide, and a high sea raised by 
the constant southerly winds, he was obliged to land about sunset on the Bullam Shore. 
Accident brought him ashore directly under Watt’s house, who came over with him on 
the succeeding morning to Freetown. The Lapwing was immediately dispatched with 
Winterbottom and Horne on board but fortunately was hindered from proceeding farther 
than the Cape, for on the same night the /77/ Naimbanna came to an anchor at the set-
tlement. Winterbottom immediately repaired on board, but your friend was already be-
yond the reach of medical skill. He was brought to Mr. Dawes’ house on the morning of 
the 17th, in a state which shewed him to be no longer of this world. An express had been 
dispatched to Robanna on the first intimation of Henry Granville’s state and soon after 
he landed, his mother, brothers, and sisters appeared at Freetown.99 His brother Bar-
tholomew seemed to feel little on the occasion, but heartfelt anguish was depicted on 
the countenance of his cousin Harry (an ingenuous young man) and the wildness of his 
sisters grief, and the distraction of his poor mother, were too shocking even for descrip-
tion. In a lucid moment he was asked to go away to Robanna directly, but this he per-
emptorily refused. His returns of reason were of very short continuance, and his voice 
had failed so much that what he said could not be distinctly heard. [illegible, three 
words] was once uttered by him but nothing appeared which could [illegible, seven 
lines] /78/ did water. For about an hour before his death he spoke to no-one, but ap-
peared restless and uneasy. At last he laid his head calmly on the pillow, remained quiet 
and composed for a few minutes, and about 7 in the evening expired without a groan. 
The despair, the agonizing shrieks of his mother and sisters when they observed him 
lifeless were affecting beyond measure. The body was hurried away by his friends on 
                                                          
98 The Great Scarcies river and the Little or Small Scarcies river lay to the north of Freetown.  Winterbottom 
noted that they were amongst a ‘number of fine rivers’ which lay to the north of the settlement. He noted that 
they were ‘large, and navigable by vessels of a considerable burthen’. Winterbottom, ‘A Map of the Wind-
ward Coast of Africa from the Rio Grande to C. Palmas’, Native Africans, p. 2. The Little Scarcies, however, 
was noted for the frequency of sandbanks which made it difficult to navigate. P.E.H. Hair and Peter K. 
Mitchell, ‘Historical Toponomy of the Scarcies Area’, Sierra Leone Geographical Journal, 14 (1970), p. 31.   
99 Dr. Thomas Winterbottom refers to the ‘island of Robanna’ as a ‘large island upon which there is a small 
town of the natives, and a few straggling houses built to guard their rice plantations’. Winterbottom, Native 
Africans, p. 19. The Company report states that Robana was ‘situated between the English slave factory at 
Bance Island and the French slave factory at Gambia Island…’. It was estimated that there were about 50 in-
habitants. This is broadly consistent with Anna Maria Falconbridge’s description of Robana, which stated that 
it was nine miles from Bance Island and consisted ‘of about twenty houses irregularly placed…’. Substance of 
the Report 1791, p. 13; Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 33, 40. Despite the use of the term ‘is-
land of Robanna’, the area described was probably a dry area among the swamps rather than a true island. A 
nineteenth-century map of Sierra Leone records Bene Point on the southern side of the Sierra Leone estuary, 
which indicates some toponymical continuity. 
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board a canoe and conveyed immediately to Robannah. On the 18th (today) Mr. Dawes, 
Mr. Horne and Mr. Graham followed them with a coffin and with a puncheon of rum 
for his Cry.100 (I was too ill to attend them). Mr. Horne performed the funeral service 
over him, which he finished with an extempore prayer so energetic and affecting as 
conveyed the soft infection to the ignorant crowd who listened to it and melted them 
into tears. This done they left the place to come home, and the coffin was interred after 
the manner of the country. 
 The people evinced no sentiment of blame or disapprobation of Mr. Dawes’ conduct 
on this occasion, on the contrary they seemed sensible of his attentions. Little did we 
expect the storm which this event has since created, and which has involved us in so 
much trouble and uneasiness. /79/ Some things I must now touch upon which I fear will 
not diminish your concern on this occasion.  
 In his pocket book was found a paper, on which he had written, apparently while at 
Plymouth, as follows. “I shall take care of this company which I now fallen too for they 
swears good deal, and talked all the manner of wickedness and filthy. All these thing 
can I be able to resist that temptation no I cannot, but the Lord will deliver me”. On a 
leaf of his pocket book there was written, evidently while at sea being of date 28 June 
1793 “I have this day declared that if Sierra Leone Company vessels should be like the 
Naimbanna, or have a company like her, I will never think of coming to England, 
though I have friends as dear to me, as the last word my father spoke when he gave up 
the ghost”. We considered ourselves as called on to institute an inquiry into the circum-
stances which had led to this declaration, and we found that the mate and crew were ad-
dicted to the use of the most horrid oaths and imprecations and which when the captain 
at Henry Granville’s instance endeavoured to correct, he found himself unable. This 
circumstance seemed to have /80/ wounded him to the soul. The cabbin too was ex-
tremely uncomfortable, and apt to be filled with water on any violent motion of the ves-
sel. The skylight had been broke, and there was not a single pane of glass on board to 
repair it with. Even after during his illness a wave broke over the vessel in the night 
time and drenched their beds in water, and it was with considerable difficulty that a dry 
place was got for him to lay on. 
 In preparing the Naimbanna for sea, the most unpardonable neglect appears in every 
instance. To whom this charge may be justly applied I know not, but the following facts 
will perhaps lead you to an inquiry. In the medicine chest there was no lancet, there was 
not a single blister fly[?], and only about 5 or 6 ounces of bark. The lancet and a blister 
were particularly wanted for Henry Granville and might possibly have been means in 
the hands of God for allaying the violence of his disorder. They were sought for in vain. 
The water was bad, it stank excessively, and so scanty had been the provision of it, that 
on the schooner’s arrival at Sierra Leone there was not quite a cask of it left. In short 
everything seemed to have been adverse to him. /81/ 
 
19th July  Confined to bed by a stroke of fever. Better towards evening. 
 Mr. Chilton the schoolmaster had died during my absence. His loss will be much felt 
in the colony. 
 
20 July  Still ill. Watt leaves us. 
 
                                                          
100 A ‘cry’ was a funeral ceremony. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, p. 190. 
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21 July  I felt myself better considerably. Harry Naimbanna, a cousin of Henry Gran-
ville, but called a brother according to the custom of the country, came down to Free-
town and delivered to Mr. Dawes a threatening letter signed by Bartholomew and writ-
ten by Elliot accusing the captain of the schooner of having poisoned Henry Granville 
and demanding satisfaction for his death.101 An inventory having been taken of his 
clothes, books &c. they were delivered to Harry who promised however to return the 
books. He delivered to Mr. Dawes a message from the Queen requesting an interview 
with him on the day after tomorrow at Robannah which he promised to grant. 
 I find that after Mr. Dawes had left them on the 18th, the friends of Henry Granville 
had tried by incantations to discover the cause of his death. The body was placed in an 
erect position, and /82/ examined by some skilful necromancer. It was successively 
asked if the Sierra Leone Company, if Mr. Dawes, if Dr. Winterbottom, if Mr. Graham 
&c. &c. had caused his death. The corpse continued motionless. The fated name of Cap-
tain Woollis was then mentioned, and the body gave a nod of assent.102 They allege that 
the Guinea traders had bribed Woollis to contrive his death, but the real foundation of 
the charge is was as follows. The black man, James, had been turned out of the cabbin 
by Henry Granville on account of his laziness, and put before the mast, where the cap-
tain had wished him to do some duty, and to assist in navigating the vessel. He did not 
relish this exercise, and in revenge he intimated to the Queen that he believed that 
Woollis bore her son ill will, and that he had seen him mix a cup of tea for him in which 
he suspected there was poison. This hint was sufficient. It was artfully worked up by 
Elliot into a feasible story.103 He endeavoured to persuade them that the service of plate 
sent to Clarkson, had been intended for King Naimbanna, that royal robes and a gold 
crown had been sent from England for him, that the Naimbanna was /83/ intended also 
as a present to the King agreeably to a promise of Clarkson’s and that the goods on 
board of her were meant as a further payment and satisfaction to the chiefs of the coun-
try for the land we occupy, and that in order to prevent the delivery[?] of these things 
Henry Granville had been put to death by Woollis. These tales were greedily swal-
lowed, and a colour was given to them by the recollection of a promise, which in the 
hearing of Elliot and some gentlemen in the settlement Clarkson had made to the King. 
                                                          
101 On 24 July 1793 the Governor and Council resolved that no hasty concessions should be made in response 
to this letter. It was thought proper to summon the accusers to produce proof of their claims. As a precaution 
they resolved that defences should be put in place ‘so that it may be prepared to encounter the worst that may 
happen’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 82-3. 
102 This practice of questioning a corpse about the cause of death is described by Dr. Winterbottom. If a per-
son or persons was accused as a result of the questioning, he explained that they ‘are allowed the privilege of 
appealing to the red water ordeal in proof of their innocence…’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. 236-7. 
103 Abraham Elliot Griffiths was one of the original settlers. Anna Maria Falconbridge noted that he was ‘the 
secretary of Naimbana, who is the king of Sierra Leone’ and that he was married to Clara, a daughter of King 
Naimbana. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 25, 40. Clarkson indicates in his diary that Elliot 
acted as both a messenger and interpreter for the king. Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 23-4. Richard Pepys pro-
posed at the Council meeting of 6 March 1792 that Elliot should be appointed as an interpreter to the Sierra 
Leone Company. Pepys argued that he could be of great assistance to the Company as he ‘has very great 
knowledge of this country and its language, a powerful influence with King Naimbanna and the rest of the 
native chiefs and princes…’. Dr. Bell seconded Pepys’ proposal, which included a remuneration of 300 bars a 
year and a plot of land in Freetown. James Watt also accepted Pepys’ suggestion. Minutes of Council, PRO 
CO 270/2, p. 8. John Clarkson used Elliot as interpreter during a palaver with King Jimmy and Signior Do-
mingo held at Harmony Hall on 28 September 1792. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 63. Zachary Macaulay’s journal 
makes it clear that Elliot proved to be a source of considerable trouble, spreading rumours about the Com-
pany’s allegedly malicious motives. See below, f. 102. 
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“That when he went home he should he would send him a nice schooner which should 
be called King Naimbanna”.  [illegible, remainder of paragraph, three lines]. 
 
July 23  Mr. Dawes agreeably to his promise, set off for Robannah. A most providential 
concurrence of circumstances prevented his leaving Freetown so early as he intended, 
and by the time he had reached Signior Domingo’s the ebb tide was so strong that it was 
impossible to proceed. He landed there and was as usual well received by the Signior. 
On his return he called at Granville Town, where he was put on his guard against the 
natives who had some ill design /84/ against him. We afterwards received unequivocal 
proofs of this and. Their plan was to have kept Mr. Dawes at Robannah to have made 
their own terms.  
 
July 24  Tilley came down to see us. Harry Naimbanna came to enquire into the reasons 
which had prevented Mr. Dawes from fulfilling his promise. They were explained to 
him, and it was agreed that the Queen, Bartholomew &c. should meet at the settlement 
tomorrow in order to settle the palaver. Tilley take took him privately to task and found 
from him that the friends of Henry Granville were exasperated to a high pitch. 
 [Illegible, six words] Renaud telling us that the natives had the most serious designs 
against us and the colony, that they were instigated and encouraged by some of our own 
people, and that if we regarded the existence of our establishment we ought to keep a 
good watch on board ship and in our own house, and that the back part of the town 
should be [illegible, five words]. A confidential[?] messenger was sent with the letter 
who gave /85/ [illegible, two lines]. 
 Little time was allowed for deliberation. We rightly judged it would be easier to deter 
the infatuated people from making any attempt against us by a shew of preparation, than 
to remedy the mischief of such an attempt after it had been made. We accordingly put 
the settlers on their guard, mounted four cannons of 12 twelve pounders in front of Mr. 
Dawes’ flanking it with a couple of four pounders pointed up the river and two howit-
zers. The house was lined with small arms, and ball cartridges placed at hand to use 
should there be occasion. The same was done at Padenheim’s which stands close to the 
principal battery and considered [illegible, three words]. A watch was likewise kept. 
 The Lapwing sailed for the Rio Nunez with goods for the purchase of rice and ivory 
amounting to about £350 sterling and which I daresay will soon be disposed of to ad-
vantage.104 /86/ 
 
25th July  Renaud visited us, which gave us an opportunity of finally reconciling the 
difference between him and Tilley, which had it proceeded might have rendered it im-
possible for us to preserve our neutrality. Renaud informed us of the causes of umbrage 
among the natives which proved to be much the same with those I have already related. 
He and Tilley left us with strong assurances of exerting themselves to serve us and with 
promises of the earliest intelligence. 
 We sent for Signior Domingo but found he had gone to Bance Island on some busi-
ness. 
 
                                                          
104 The Rio Nunez is located approximately 180 miles north of Freetown. See notes 81 (intro), 87 (intro), 71-3 
(journal), 85 (journal), 174 (journal), 178 (journal), 183 (journal). James Watt commented that the river was 
as wide as the Thames. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, p. 3.  
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26th  An express arrived from Bance Island informing us the causes of quarrel were as I 
have already stated, that Signior Domingo confessed Elliot to be at the bottom of the 
business and that James’ information had been the groundwork. 
 We found on inquiry that the settlers were determined to stand by us. A few were 
pointed out to us by themselves as enemies to the colony and as desirous to see us in-
volved with the natives. Of these Elliot and his brother are the principal.  
 We placed two cannons on Thornton Hill /87/ and one on the path which leads to 
King Jammie’s and another on the path which leads to Signior Domingo’s, so that we 
now present a formidable front on every quarter. 
 King Jammie […] and appeared as [illegible, six or seven words]  
 
July 27  Pa Kakilly a brother of Pa Cumbas and a considerable chief of the Bunch 
River, came to see us for the first time. He is an elderly man of a very pleasing appear-
ance, frank and open in his manners, and grave withal. He was mightily pleased with 
the place “It pass Bance Island a hundred time” was the mode he took to convey his 
idea of it.105 There was much attention paid to him and every kindness was shewn him. 
We asked him about the Robannah palaver. He expressed great indignation at the young 
men for having taken the steps they did without acquainting Pa Cumba and the old 
chiefs of the country, and requested if a palaver came on that he might be sent for. The 
old man was quite delighted with what he saw of the place and /88/ heard of our views. 
 Mr. Horne was the day before yesterday siezed with a violent fever, which continued 
with a very short remission till this evening, when it abated considerably. The doctor 
gave it as his opinion that his life would depend greatly on his having no further attack, 
and the bark was administered to him as often and in as large quantities as he could 
bear. 
 
28 July  Horne was much better. It will afford you an idea of the quantity of bark that 
would be required for the cure of fevers in tropical climates, to be told that Horne dur-
ing this short time of his illness swallowed seven ounces. 
 I read prayers and Mr. Horne Dawes read a sermon to the people both fore and after-
noon. 
 We had a letter from Tilley informing us that Signior Domingo, Pa Cumba and 
Jimmy Bassa (King elect) are disposed to peace, and that the young men of Robannah 
begin to see the folly of their proceedings. Mr. Smart, a black man, who from a slave of 
Bance Island has raised himself by his fidelity /89/ to be perfectly on a footing of equal-
ity with the whites of Bance Island, and who is brother to the Queen, has been sent to 
Robannah to exert his influence with her.106
                                                          
105 Macaulay refers on 27 November 1793 to the fact that Pa Kokelly was to be ‘crowned king of Sierra Leone 
by the name of King Tom’. Macaulay explained that ‘he will then take possession of King Jamies town and 
King Jamie will sink into a private station. Another king will be named at the same time for the Queah Coun-
try over which Naimbanna formerly presided as well as over the south side of the River which will be now 
under King Tom’s government’. Journal of Zachary Macaulay, 4 October – 12 December 1793, f. 70. Pa 
Kokelly did not succeed Naimbana but did succeed King Jimmy on his death in 1796, when he took the name 
King Tom. Fyfe notes that relations between Macaulay and King Tom became increasingly hostile, particu-
larly regarding the issue of sovereignty over the land. Relations with later governors deteriorated still further. 
Fyfe, History, pp. 74-5, 85, 89-90.  
106 Gumbu Smart was a former slave at Bance Island who secured his freedom. He engaged successfully in 
slave trading and developed a large town at Rokon. Ibid., p. 65.  In Corry’s early nineteenth-century account 
Smart is described as ‘the chief who commands an extensive country on that side of the Rochell [Rokel] 
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 Scarce had we read this letter when another was put into our hands informing us that 
Bartholomew had actually gone up to Port Logo to collect people there, as the chiefs on 
this side gave him so little encouragement. Mr. Tilley sent a man of influence in that 
river to counteract his views. He advised us to keep a good look out as if anything 
would was attempted it would be by treachery, Bartholomew well knowing he could 
effect nothing by open force. By his information and Renaud’s we find that the posses-
sion of Mr. Dawes is their great object and James who now begins to be dreadfully ter-
rified at the consequences which his own imprudent heats have produced has been [il-
legible, two words] warning us to the same effect. /90/ 
 Our situation is really far from pleasant. We live, not in fear, but in incessant watch-
ing. We are surrounded by arms of all denominations. Our bedsides are furnished with 
weapons ready for occasion and our slumbers are short and interrupted. That your col-
ony has anything to apprehend from the force of the country united against it, I do not 
believe, but the [illegible, three words] obliged to spill any blood completely disturbs 
my quiet. Against the native mode of warfare […] we have but slight defences. Their 
sole object is revenge and their mode of obtaining it is generally by stealing into a place 
in the dead of night, putting to the poignard as many as they can without raising the 
alarm and setting fire in their retreat. Our persons are safe, but we cannot so well an-
swer for the helpless families who reside in the skirts of the town, or who have extended 
themselves into the country. /91/ 
 
July 29  King Jammie visited us and we took the opportunity of mentioning to him the 
palaver in which we were involved. He told us however that he knew nothing of it, that 
the young men had been so inconsiderate as to give no information even of Henry 
Granville’s death to him or to Pa Cumba, and that though from what he had heard the 
palaver was a bad one, he had no hand in it, and should they dare to attempt anything 
against this place without his participation, as it was now under his care, he would fight 
our battles. Jammie's friendly expressions on this occasion seemed to proceed more 
from a sense of injured dignity than regard to our safety but I everyday I think, see more 
reasons to persuade me that he is well disposed towards us.  
 We endeavoured to convince him of the absurdity of employing witchcraft to convict 
of crime. Our arguments had no effect on him. “If any man dead make me talk to him. I 
tell you presently what kill him”. This was unanswerable. /92/ 
 
30 July  We found that one reason of our being involved in this palaver was our having 
no landlord. All Europeans who settle in this country, place themselves under the pro-
tection of some chief whom they style landlord and where the establishment is large as 
at Bance Island and the Isles de Loss, the title is considered as an honour. The duty of 
the landlord is to plead your cause with the country chiefs. Every palaver is carried to 
him and the protegee seldom hears of it till it is adjusted. Receiving annually a trifling 
present, his interest leads him to watch over that of his protegee, and to prevent every 
species of imposition. At present we have no-one to whom we can apply for advice as 
to the mode of conducting ourselves towards the chiefs. […] Everyone pleads its being 
                                                                                                                                                                          
branch towards the Sherbro, and rose into notice and influence…’.  Smart’s principal residence was described 
as ‘Rocond’ [Rokon]. Corry noted that Smart through his connections with Bance Island, had ‘acquired a 
knowledge of European ideas and manners seldom to be met with among any of the chiefs on this part of the 
coast’. Consequently, he considered that Smart would be a ‘powerful and intelligent auxillary in promoting 
the civilisation of his country, upon a liberal principle…’. Corry, Windward Coast, pp. 46, 49. 
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no affair of his, whereas if we had a landlord he would be bound to act for us as for 
himself.  
 It is a trust they are never known to violate. The landlord is always appointed by the 
country chiefs, and is usually the oldest among them, of /93/ course the man of most 
influence and experience. It will be more necessary for us to urge this matter, as we un-
derstand that next dries, a palaver is to be made in order to inquire into our rights to the 
possession of the land we occupy.107 Some people have been busily employed in filling 
their heads with an idea that we mean to subjugate the whole country. I don’t believe 
that they seriously think so, but they think that this palaver dexterously managed, may 
probably bring them some considerable sum of money. The appointment of a landlord 
in the meantime will derange their counsels, as it will be a complete acknowledgement 
of our right to the quiet possession of what we now enjoy, and a renunciation of any far-
ther claim, than to what may be fixed as the annual stipend of our landlord (probably 
about £20 sterling). King Naimbanna though we knew it not, acted as our landlord be-
fore and stood forward for us on all occasions.108 /94/ The king who is to succeed him 
will be considered only as king of the Queah Country, that which lays between the 
Bunch and the Rokelle.109 The Timmaney Country of which by an unusual concurrence 
of circumstances Naimbanna was also king, is distinct from it. The following are con-
sidered as the chiefs. First Pa Cumba, then in order King Jammie, Pa Kakilly, Pa Lon-
don, Queen Yamacoubra110 and Pa Will.111 N.B. The four first are brothers. Prince 
                                                          
107 This question of the colony’s rights to the land had proved troublesome for John Clarkson. He referred in 
March 1792 to some chiefs questioning the validity of the Company’s claim. A long palaver failed to settle 
the question in March 1792, and a further palaver at Harmony Hall in September 1792 re-examined the issues 
relating to possession and the precise delineation of boundaries. Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 27-9, 60; Hart, 
‘Clarkson’, pp. 60-5. The death of King Naimbana in February 1793 re-opened these issues, as according to 
local custom it was necessary to renew the terms of tenancy and the landlord and stranger relationship with 
each new ruler. It is unclear whether Macaulay, at this stage, fully understood such complexities of the land-
lord and stranger relationship. Dorjahn & Fyfe, ‘Landlord and Stranger’, p. 392. 
108 Clarkson recorded that King Naimbana had ‘invariably shown a friendly feeling towards us in all the pa-
lavers held…’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, p.78. King Naimbana, who died in February 1793, had lived on the 
island of Robana in the estuary of the Sierra Leone river. He was regent of the Koya Temne, having ruled 
since 1775. In his Voyage to the River Sierra Leone published in 1788, J. Matthews noted that ‘the present 
ruler of Sierra Leone, who is in fact only a deputy, has reigned in that capacity for more than ten years…’.  
Fyfe, History, p. 19; Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, p. 91. Clarkson explained that Naimbana’s dominions 
‘extend from this river up to Rokelle and the interior country eastward, about two and-a-half days’ journey, 
reckoned at forty mile per day, and southward towards Sherbro, four or five days’ journey’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, 
p. 72. This is probably an exaggerated view of the extent of Naimbana’s influence, as it is unlikely that he had 
exercised control in the southern parts of the peninsula. Hair, ‘The Spelling and Connotation of the Toponym 
“Sierra Leone” Since 1461’, pp. 53-5. 
109 Queah is a form of the word Koya, the name of the country. I am grateful to Christopher Fyfe for drawing 
this to my attention. 
110 Queen Yamacouba was a frequent visitor to Freetown during Clarkson’s phase of supervision. He pointed 
out that she ‘does not appear to have much power, though some of the natives show her attention’. Ingham, 
Sierra Leone, p. 20. Macaulay records her death in Greek cipher in his diary for 16 May 1796. I am very 
grateful to Christopher Fyfe for providing his transcripts of these diaries. Queen Yamacouba made her mark 
on Captain Thompson’s treaty for the land on which the original Granville Town was built on 11 June 1787. 
Fyfe notes that she was a sub-chief of King Tom, who was subordinate to King Naimbana, who did not sign 
the treaty. Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, pp. 112-13.    
111 Pa Will’s town was located east of Signior Domingo’s town of Royema. ‘Plan of Sierra Leone and the 
Parts Adjacent’, Substance of the Report 1794. Afzelius’ journal referred to Pa Will selling a girl on 13 May 
1796. Kup, Afzelius, p. 153. 
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George is too young to be admitted to palaver.112 Signior Domingo and Pa Bunkie 
though they have a great deal to say at palavers can decide nothing, being strangers, that 
is to say, not born here. Of these, Pa Cumba will probably be appointed landlord. 
 
31 July  Mr. Smart, Signior Domingo and Harry Naimbanna, arrived at the settlement 
bringing with them the message, a palaver of the Queen. Their train consisted of about 
thirty of the inferior people. A messenger was immediately dispatched to King Jammie 
and to Pa Kakilly /95/ [illegible, three words] requesting their attendance, and the morn-
ing of the next day was fixed on for the palaver. 
 
August 1  King Jammie sent to Mr. Dawes requesting of him to come to his town as he 
had some things of consequence to communicate to him. Watt was commissioned to 
attend his Majesty in Mr. Dawes’s name and returned with the following message.113
 “King Jammie’s compliments to Mr. Dawes that Mr. Dawes send[?] call[?] for King 
Jammie for he [illegible, two words] has no palaver with Mr. Dawes, if stranger[?] call 
at Mr. Dawes stranger[?] […] wrong, they ought to call upon King Jammie, King Jam-
mie being chief. No person has a right to call palaver without king’s liberty. [illegible, 
two lines]. He desires Mr. Dawes to ask these strangers how they come to bring palaver 
without King Jammie and tell them /96/ you cannot hear them until they bring King Ja-
mie”. Signior Domingo acknowledged he had been precipitate, went to King Jamie and 
made him the lowest submissions, asked pardon for his neglect and got King Jamie to 
agree to attend the palaver tomorrow. Jamie in the evening paid a visit to Mr. Dawes 
and hinted that the palaver would soon be settled. Pa Kakilly and Pa London with their 
respective trains also made their appearance, and I suppose the number of natives men 
and women who were around us was not less than 60 or 70. We judged it 
necessary to be quite on our guard and a party of constables with the hundredors at their  
head attended for the preservation of order.114
 
August 2nd  The palaver opened began. All the gentlemen of the colony having been 
previously summoned to attend took possession of the hall which was lined with arms, 
                                                          
112 Prince George was a ruler from the west side of Pirates Bay, which lay approximately three miles to the 
west of Freetown. The man accused of killing a relative of ‘young Domingo’ at Freetown in August 1793 
chose Prince George’s town as the location for his red water trial in June 1795. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 21-3, 29, 
89; see below, note 15 (journal). Prince George granted some land at Pirates Bay to a number of disaffected 
settlers in 1796. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 50, 52, 75; Fyfe, History, p. 64. 
113 In the period between 1 August 1793 and 16 April 1794 Macaulay kept a diary of key events, recorded in 
abbreviated and cryptic notes. 
114 Shortly after their arrival in Freetown, some of the Nova Scotian settlers wrote to Clarkson requesting par-
ticipation ‘of our own Culler’ in the government of the colony. In addition, they explained that they were will-
ing to take on some of the responsibility for the maintenance of law and order. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 25-
6.  On 12 December 1792 William Dawes proposed that ‘inferior magistrates be appointed from among the 
settlers’. The system of Tythingmen and Hundredors was introduced ‘in order more effectually to preserve the 
peace’. The colony was to be divided into Tythings and a Tythingman was to be elected by every ten heads of 
families in the colony. Groups of ten Tythingmen from ‘contiguous Tythings’ were to elect a Hundredor from 
amongst their number. Whilst this used the same terminology as Sharp’s system of frankpledge for the ‘Prov-
ince of Freedom’ the settlers were not given any autonomy to administer the colony as Sharp had originally 
envisaged. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 65-6. The published report of 1794 explained that changes 
of this type had contributed to an advance in the ‘internal order of the colony’. Substance of the Report 1794, 
p. 16. On 13 August 1792 Clarkson recorded that he swore into office the constables chosen by the settlers, 
and that he explained to them their ‘important duties’. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 9.   
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and the doors of which, one excepted, were so fastened that none could procure admis-
sion. /97/ On the threshold of the open door, Mr. Dawes and myself placed ourselves. In 
the piazza the chiefs formed themselves into a ring on each side of us. Without them 
stood crowds of their followers, and a body of our settlers stood at hand to prevent dis-
order and confusion. 
 Signior Domingo opened the business in a long harangue in the Timmaney language, 
each sentence of which was interpreted as he went on.115 He denied having any palaver 
himself but said he had come charged with a commission from the Queen. The purport 
of the Queen’s message was as follows. 
 “That the Queen had no palaver against the Company, or palaver against Mr. Dawes 
who was a good man, and had always done good to everybody. That it was Captain 
Woollis against whom she had a palaver, as he had poisoned her son while at sea with a 
cup of tea. As a compensation for this crime that she demanded that the sum of 600 bars 
should be instantly paid to her, in which case they she would drop all thoughts of war, 
and the palaver would be /98/ at an end. If however the captain should pretend to deny 
the crime so clearly proved against him that Mr. Dawes must send him up to Robannah 
in order that he might exculpate himself by drinking red water according to the laws of 
the country”. This last demand excited such a general burst of laughter among the na-
tives, as convinced me they regarded the Queen’s it as absurd and impracticable. Wool-
lis denied the charge. It was then insisted that he should drink red water (Poor Woollis’ 
distress during this conference was truly laughable). 
 Mr. Dawes then spoke and pointed out the necessity of producing proof to substanti-
ate the charge, that if that was done he would himself be the first to punish the captain’s 
crime, but and that if they refused to do so, he must consider their charge as a mere fab-
rication. This appeared so reasonable that after some discourse they agreed to bring 
forward their evidence. 
 James was accordingly called upon. He denied however having seen the captain give 
Jack poison. That he had seen him mix chamomile tea for him, but could not say that he 
had put /99/ poison there. They were all disconcerted at this for they had expected after 
what he said to the Queen that he would have given a very pointed evidence. Mr. Dawes 
again spoke, shewed the absurdity of giving ear to such idle tales, and the danger of it. 
Put Signior Domingo in mind of his son in England, who would not be allowed to con-
tinue there if such was to be the consequence of an accident happening to him.116 He 
hinted that he could no longer entertain any native whatever if he found himself liable 
                                                          
115 Thomas Winterbottom’s An Account of the Native Africans in the Neighbourhood of Sierra Leone included 
a ‘Vocabulary of the Bullom and Timmanee Languages’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. xvii, 337-62. 
His vocabularies of Bullom and Temne languages are significant, as they were amongst the early studies of 
linguistic forms in West Africa. For a discussion of such studies of different African languages see P.E.H. 
Hair, ‘Notes on the Early Study of Some West African Languages (Susu, Bullom/Sherbro, Temne, Mende, 
Vai and Yoruba)’, Bulletin de L’Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire, Series B, 3-4 (1961), especially pp. 
684-7. Clarkson explained in his diary in April 1792 that the ‘language about Sierra Leone (not the Bullom 
Shore or Sherbro) is called the Timmaney’. Ingham, Sierra Leone, p. 37. 
116 After a period of education in England, Antony Domingo returned to Freetown. He wrote to Granville 
Sharp from Freetown on 3 June 1797. Hoare, Memoirs, p. 375. On his return to Freetown he was employed by 
the Company in an administrative capacity. In his journal written to his fiancée Selina Mills for 13 December 
1797, Macaulay expressed his frustration that ‘I have had of late much trouble with young Domingo, the na-
tive who was educated in England’. He explained that ‘his conduct became at length so improper as to oblige 
me to send for his father, in order to give him up to him’. Journal of Zachary Macaulay, December 1797 – 
February 1798, f. 5. 
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to be charged with such crimes, in case of accidents happening to those he had enter-
tained. He then read the will which Henry Granville had dictated which staggered them 
all very much. Signior Domingo then made a speech [illegible, remainder of paragraph, 
five lines]. 
 Some of them manifesting doubt concerning the authenticity of the will, Graham was 
called on to bear his testimony. James likewise declared to them that he had been an ear 
witness to all of it, and that the paper as read to him /100/ now confirmed the exact 
words of Henry Granville. I then spoke, called particularly on Signior Domingo to dis-
countenance such practices in others which he had now avowed before the whole as-
sembly, he would consider as iniquitous in himself to adopt. Charged them with having 
brought forward a palaver which they did not themselves believe true. From the will I 
drew conclusions, completely to overturn all their suppositions. Dwelt on the necessity 
of a motive in all bad actions. Challenged them to point out one motive in the present 
instance which could lead to the crime charged on Woollis. This I did with a view to 
bring to light Elliot’s machinations, but I found afterwards that Smart had shewn them 
their folly so strongly to the natives as to prevent their being brought forward and 
pointed out the many advantages we would have derived from his living. They all 
agreed that it was unnecessary to say more, but that for form’s sake the Queen must 
know what had passed previous to decision. A cutter was accordingly dispatched for 
her. 
 Mr. Dawes then took the opportunity of intimating his desire that a palaver should be 
called /101/ without delay in order to appoint a landlord. They seemed well pleased 
with the proposal, and promised to take steps with Pa Cumba’s concurrence for settling 
it as soon as possible. Pa Cumba has been sick for some time, but is now getting better. 
 
August 3rd  The Queen and Pa Yabba, a brother of the late king arrived. The poor old 
woman appeared much afflicted. After Signior Domingo and Smart &c. had conferred 
with her and Pa Yabba, they came to acquaint us with the result[?]. The ring being 
formed, Pa Yabba acquainted us that having heard what had passed yesterday, he and 
the Queen were satisfied that no blame lay with us, that the [illegible, five or six words] 
and that they wished to shake hands. After having ratified the peace, Mr. Dawes told the 
Queen that he would overlook the unnecessary trouble the palaver had occasioned to 
him, that he would still be as ready as ever to do good to her and her family, but he re-
quested that she would place in future a little more confidence in him otherwise he 
would be disposed to withdraw /102/ his favour. This she promised to do and calling 
him her son, begged he would take Lewie, Henry Granville’s son under his care, which 
was agreed to. We also cautioned Harry Naimbanna and through him his brother Bar-
tholomew, against listening to the Elliots, and gave them to understand that our good 
offices would be measured entirely by the degree of countenance they shewed to these 
designing villains. You will perhaps be surprised at the Elliots being so little in our 
power, as that we cannot prevent their villainies, but they no longer reside in the settle-
ment.117 They are under King Jamie’s protection on a spot of land where they live after 
the manner of the native African, with a seraglio of native women. Besides their crimes 
are of a very indefinite nature and admit with difficulty of proof. 
                                                          
117 Abraham Elliot Griffith had been granted a plot of land in Freetown as part of the remuneration for acting 
as interpreter to the colony. This suggests that he chose not to make use of the plot. See above, note 103 
(journal). 
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 Most of the chiefs took their departure and left us in that quiet for which during the 
last week we have ardently sighed. You can have little idea of the noise and confusion 
which attend such a business, and had we acted as is usual on such occasions by broach-
ing the rum cask and allowing it to flow liberally, it /103/ would have been much worse. 
The […] was used on the occasion and with all our […] economy it cost us at least fif-
teen dozen.118 A gallon of wine goes as far in […] as a gallon of rum and fortunately[?] 
[…] while by the substitution the evil of drunkenness is avoided[?]. 
 I think it necessary to do Mr. Tilley and M. Renaud the justice to say that they have 
exerted themselves with zeal on this occasion, both to procure us the earliest intelli-
gence, and to thwart the views of Bartholomew, who is an artful, ambitious and violent 
young man. Their counsel has proved salutary [illegible, two words] during every stage 
of the palaver. I pretend not to discover their motives for this unexpected conduct, but 
such is the fact, and it is no more than justice to say that but for Tilley’s interference the 
palaver would have worn a most serious aspect. The influence of his emissary Smart, 
who from a boy has lived with white people, and [illegible, five or six words] and who 
took a decided part from the first against the hot headed designs /104/  of Bartholomew 
was very useful in bringing the matter to an amicable conclusion. It would be unchari-
table to suppose that Tilley means to use his present good offices as a foil on some fu-
ture occasion. Whether it be so or not, Tilley merits our acknowledgements on the pre-
sent occasion, and as for what may take place in future, we need be under no apprehen-
sions, as long as our confidence in him is properly guarded by a conviction of the oppo-
sition of our interests. 
 Having now brought this palaver to a conclusion, it will be necessary to look for 
some intermediate transactions little inferior in point of importance. 
 The Ocean went down to the Bananas and returned with 3 tons of camwood and 
1000lbs. of gum. 
 A settler of the name of Frank Patrick was apprehended in the act of robbing the 
store, and was committed for trial.119 He had been carrying or had carried off some 
wine, porter, shoes, tools &c. He denied knowing anything of the money, about £30 of 
which has been found buried in the earth near the /105/ store. We expect to make a full 
inquiry.  
 Hermitage our carpenter was violently ill but has recovered. 
 A schooner of Mr. Horrocks’ arrived from the Isles de Loss with the remainder of the 
rum I purchased there. On the morning of the 31st of July some of the settlers came to 
me [illegible, seven words] bringing with them five natives, slaves of Mr. Horrocks, 
whom they wished to put under my protection. They had escaped from the schooner, 
and had been encouraged to stay here by an assurance of support from the settlers. I was 
exceedingly chagrined by this incident. I endeavoured to dissuade the settlers from such 
improper practices and advised the slaves to return to their duty. They left me appar-
ently satisfied with what I had said, and I was in hopes that things this affair would have 
                                                          
118 John Clarkson also noted how fatiguing and unpleasant he found a visit by ‘King Naimbanna and several 
native chiefs…’. This was caused by ‘so many people jabbering together, others speaking to you through an 
interpreter, and the whole drinking to excess…’: Ingham, Sierra Leone, pp. 60-1. 
119 Isaac DuBois records in his journal on 22 January 1793 that Francis Patrick was abusive and threatening in 
his conduct towards him. Fyfe, Anna Maria Falconbridge, p. 179. Fyfe notes that Patrick, one of the Nova 
Scotian settlers, had ‘from his early days in the colony … made himself obnoxious to authority’. He subse-
quently took part in the rebellion against the Company in 1800 and was hanged for ‘feloniously taking and 
carrying away a gun’. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 18, 78; Fyfe, History, p. 86.  
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[illegible, two words] ended here. But the captain of the schooner ere long came ashore, 
and lodged /106/ a complaint that five people had been […] enticed from the ship, and 
were now forcibly detained by our settlers. We were so involved in the palaver with the 
natives at the time that we could not bestow on this business the attention it merited, but 
we sent without delay for the hundredors, and demanded to know the cause of the pre-
sent conduct of the settlers. They pleaded their having acted in strict conformity with a 
proclamation issued by Mr. Clarkson, at the first foundation of the colony, purporting 
that the moment a man set his foot on the Company’s district, he became from that 
moment free and absolved from all obligation to serve his master. We could scarce give 
credit to their assurances that Clarkson had made so rash and unnecessary a proclama-
tion till /107/ it was confirmed to us by Watt and Gray &c. 
 We then endeavoured to convince them that though Mr. Clarkson was a man zeal-
ously affected in a good cause, yet in this instance that he had exceeded his knowledge, 
for he had made a proclamation which flew directly in the face of British Acts of Par-
liament; we shewed them that British subjects had a right to buy slaves, to hold slaves, 
that Africans had a right without our interference to order their internal policy, that Af-
rican laws permitted the sale of slaves, that British laws gave a right to buy them, and 
regarded them in the sacred and inviolable light of property, that the very act which in-
corporated the Sierra Leone Company had directly and explicitly prohibited them from 
injuring the rights of any British subjects trading to Africa. N.B the Company’s declara-
tion says that they will suffer no-one to be ill treated on their ground, nor to be siezed 
and carried into slavery. But it would appear that the master who is deprived of his 
property is the man who is ill treated and that though no-one under the Company’s pro-
tection is to be reduced to slavery, it does not follow that an emancipating power is 
given to their colonists or their government. Their slavery already sanctioned by a supe-
rior power, cannot be reversed by us, and I should imagine that our power only ex-
tended to prevent actual violence or the actual traffic in slaves within our own district, 
or one who holds slaves from being resident. […] all men had a right to /108/ be pro-
tected in the settlement from all personal injury, but we had no more power to detain a 
slave than we had to detain a bale of goods, or to break an indenture binding an appren-
tice to his master. We supported our positions by different passages from Blackstone, 
and shewed them the Acts of Parliament. They were at last convinced of the illegality of 
the business. We then endeavoured to convince them of the impolicy of such proceed-
ings, as in case they were continued there would only be left to them a choice of evils. 
The traders whose influence over the natives was very great would not tamely submit to 
lose their property. An indemnification would be reasonably expected. They were un-
able to make it, and the Company would be under the necessity /109/ of doing it. This 
was one alternative which would be followed by this consequence, that the Company 
averse to the continual expence which would be thus incurred, as well as averse to giv-
ing any countenance to people who thus violated every principle of English law, would 
abandon them and fix themselves elsewhere where they might carry on their views of 
commerce and civilization without such hindrances. But supposing the indemnification 
were refused, as it well might be on the part of the Company, they must prepare to 
combat the united force of Africa. Every trader, every chief would take the alarm, and 
anticipate from such a conduct the total loss of his property. They would be in a state of 
war with all around them if their canoes ventured beyond the settlement, they would be 
immediately /110/ picked up and the people made captives or perhaps slaves as I […] 
we were apprehensive Horrocks might do on the present occasion. And where were they 
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to look for redress. The British Government would not be disposed to support them in 
flagrantly violating their own Acts. The Company would of course abandon them for a 
state of warfare would not suit with their principles. Thus left to themselves, they would 
fall as the former settlers had done, a prey to slave traders and to internal discord. Many 
[…] passed and. They appeared fully convinced of their indiscretion and agreed that the 
captain should not be prevented in endeavouring to bring the people back to their duty. 
 The captain attempted to persuade them back, but it proved all in vain. The settlers 
had furnished them with arms, and they expressed their determination to die before they 
would return. 
 We wrote to Mr. Horrocks on the occasion /111/ expressing our regret at the circum-
stance which had happened, and our inclination to close with any reasonable proposi-
tion he might make on the subject.120
 It will prove, I fear a troublesome affair as Horrocks’ influence is considerable with 
the natives to the northward, and I shall not be surprised to learn that some of our set-
tlers are in his hands as pledges for the restitution of his people. 
 The people[?] were not slaves liable to be sold at the will of their master. They were 
grumettas, belonging to the island, bound indeed to labour for the proprietors of it, but 
placed beyond the reach of the slave trader, unless condemned for crimes. Understand-
ing by some means that if they came to Freetown they would be protected, employed 
and paid for their labour, they resolved to quit a situation where they earned nothing but 
their clothes and victuals. This seems to have been their chief motive, as they have 
nothing to allege against Mr. Horrocks on the score of inhumanity, and as the same mo-
tive may offer itself to every grumetta on the coast (Cleavelands, Bance Island) I trem-
ble at the consequences which may flow from this incident.121 /112/ 
 A Methodist preacher of the name of Boston King (a man of good character) agreed 
to attend Mr. Watt to the Bullam Shore, and to reside there as a missionary.122 The peo-
ple there have already begun to hallow the Sabbath day, at least to make it a day of rest. 
There is no circumstance which so much raises my hopes on the subject of stationary 
                                                          
120 At the outset of his expedition to Timbo, James Watt met Mr. Jackson, one of the principal slave traders 
(with Richard Horrocks) at the Iles de Los. In a discussion on 26 January 1794 Watt gave a far more robust 
interpretation of the rights of the grumettas in the colony. He noted that ‘Mr. Jackson touched also tho’ lightly 
upon his Grumettas who were detained in the Colony, in answer to which I mentioned the Company’s open 
declaration, that every person who set his foot on shore upon their territory was free & entitled to the protec-
tion of the colony if they should chose to claim it’. Watt noted ‘the justice of this he admitted…’. Mouser, 
Journal of James Watt, pp. xii, 2. See below, ff. 126-132 (26 August 1793). 
121 At Bance Island in 1805, Joseph Corry noted that there were approximately 600 ‘grumittas, or free black 
people…’ amongst whom there were various types of tradesmen and craftsmen. He explained that they were 
originally slaves but they ‘have been endowed with certain privileges, which rescue them from an absolute 
state of slavery, and prevents them being sold as slaves, unless they are convicted by the laws and customs of 
their country of some crime or delinquency’. Corry, Windward Coast, pp. 4-5, 77-8. 
122 The Governor and Council resolved on 3 August 1793 that Mr. Boston King, a Nova Scotian settler, be 
employed as a ‘missionary and schoolmaster on the Bullam Shore where he will constantly reside’. In lieu of 
his carpenter’s salary of 21 shillings per week, he was granted an allowance of £60 per annum. It was stipu-
lated that when he was not engaged in this work, he could be deployed by Mr. Watt in the work of the planta-
tion. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 83-4. In 1794 he returned with William Dawes and John 
Cuthbert, another Nova Scotian settler, to be educated in England. Fyfe, History, p. 55. Boston King wrote 
two letters to John Clarkson dated 1 June 1797 and 16 January 1798 informing him of the progress of the col-
ony. In the latter he refers to the high regard in which Clarkson was held by ‘the Natise as well as us all even 
those at Baullum shore…’. A letter from Isaac Anderson to Clarkson dated 21 January 1798 was in Boston 
King’s handwriting. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 54-6, 75-6. 
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missions, as Watt’s wonderful success on the Bullam Shore. Few ministers of the Gos-
pel perhaps will be found, who have minds so firm as Watt’s but then he has not hith-
erto, except in conversation called in religion to his aid, nor has he as a missionary 
would do applied himself at all to the work of instruction, except in so much as his in-
tercourse with them and his example are improving.123
 During the palaver I carried some of the chiefs to see our schools. They were much 
gratified by the sight. They had never seen so many children collected. Mr. Smart who 
is a man of superior information to most of them and who has a very large town in the 
Rokelle, began to enter into treaty with one of the Methodist preachers to go up to his 
place and instruct his youth. I think it not unlikely that we shall soon have a flourishing 
seminary there. /113/ 
 
Sunday 4 August  We were much alarmed by a man being found dead in a canoe near 
our house. He seemed to have been murdered. He proved to be a native, a relation of 
Signior Domingo’s to whose place the body was immediately conveyed. 
 Horne who had recovered strength sufficient to preach discoursed to us from the 
116th psalm both forenoon and afternoon. 
 Dr. Winterbottom had a severe attack of fever, as had Mr. Graham. 
 
5th August  Today Winterbottom and Graham better. Haswell, Mr. Dawes’ white ser-
vant who had been despaired of, was likewise much better. Mr. Car laid down with a 
fever. 
     Signor Domingo sent a messenger to tell us that there was no palaver against us for 
the murder of his relation which had been committed it was found by some native.124
 
6 August  A vessel arrived from Cape Mount which had seen the James & William […] 
to leeward. Davis was picking up some ivory.125
 Prince George visited us. He had been over at the Bullam Shore and on Sunday had 
acted as interpreter to Mr. King. He was much struck with the cordiality which sub-
sisted between Watt and the natives and the respect with which they treated him, as well 
                                                          
123 In the published report of 1794, it was argued that the Company presence on the Bullom Shore had led to a 
marked improvement in the behaviour of the native labourers. The report highlighted how the native labourers 
showed signs of respecting the Sabbath by abstaining from work, and that they were more inclined to accept 
the views of Company officials rather than those of slave traders. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 48-50. 
124 Macaulay noted in his diary on 8 October 1793 that ‘Signior Domingo writes letter to his son. On mention-
ing his cousin’s death observed that the body had exculpated all here’. This refers to the practice of question-
ing the corpse to identify the cause of death. Diary, Thursday 8 October 1793, f. 23. In his journal for June 
1795 Afzelius explained that the body was found ‘in a canoe in Susan’s Bay’. The deceased was related to the 
‘young Domingo’ who was Signior Domingo’s brother. Afzelius explains that as the man ‘had been drunk the 
preceding night, it is not at all improbable, that he might have fallen down in the canoe and killed himself’. 
However the ‘young Domingo … accused another from Bullamshore of having killed him’. On 13 June 1795 
Afzelius, Mr. Witchell and Mr. Gray attended the red water trial of the man accused of killing young Do-
mingo’s relative. The delay in the trial was linked to the fact that the accused ‘had directly taken his refuge to 
Jemmy Queen and Robin Dick’ as he ‘was now living in the town of the latter and under his protection…’. On 
14 June 1795 the accused was ‘acquitted and free from all further accusation of the murder’, as he had proved 
his innocence by vomiting the kola he had swallowed prior to imbibing the red water. Kup, Afzelius, pp. 24-
30. 
125 See above, f. 32. Macaulay notes that the vessel which had arrived from Cape Mount was ‘in distress’. 
Diary, Monday 5 August and Tuesday 6 August 1793, ff. 4-5. Cape Mount lay approximately 150 miles south 
of Freetown. 
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as with their /114/ docility so superior to that of his own subjects. One observation of 
the Bullomites is worth mentioning. “Had not Mr. Watt been a good man, he would 
never have trusted himself among strangers, unarmed and unattended. We will trust 
him. He is a good man and we will believe him”. They begin to have some notion of 
that kind of courage which proceeds from trust in God. [illegible, remainder of para-
graph, one line]. 
 An American vessel arrived loaded with rum, a little beef, tobacco and flour and 
sugar.126
 
7 August  Arrived the Sierra Leone Packet with Captain Wallace on board. She has not 
had the success that might have been expected, owing partly to Wallace’s indolence and 
continual inebriation and partly to the too fine[?] quality of the goods he had with him. 
Manchester goods begin to be equally prized on the coast with India goods.127
 Arrived likewise the Felicity. It will be necessary to point out some circumstances in 
her outfit and destination, which were not altogether proper. There were scarse any 
medicines put on board of her. Of bark there was only a few ounces. There was only 
one loaf of sugar allowed to the cabbin in which were four people. Her being ordered to 
call at Bulam was a very unfortunate circumstance.128 Telford was unacquainted with 
that dangerous and intricate channel, and had /115/ no pilot on board.129 The conse-
quence was that the Felicity struck and received considerable damage [illegible, one 
line] and some of the goods on board of her [illegible, three words] were much injured. 
                                                          
126 In his diary, Macaulay noted that the captain ‘asks enormous prices’. Diary, Tuesday 6 August 1793, f. 5. 
See below, f. 117. 
127 Wallace arrived at Sierra Leone on the Samuel and Jane in August 1792. He was sent out by the Directors 
to succeed Falconbridge as commercial agent. In common with Falconbridge, Wallace had previously under-
taken slave trading voyages. Clarkson also found him ‘a little fond of liquor’, and within less than two weeks 
had decided that ‘I have not a good opinion of the new Commercial Agent as an efficient character...’. Clark-
son formed the view that once outside the colony, with ‘no check upon his conduct, he will continually be in 
such a state as to be unfit for active and profitable business’.  Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 25, 28, 44-5. 
128 The correct name for this island, as Lieutenant Philip Beaver reported, was Bulama. This island, which 
should not be confused with the location of the Bullom Shore, lay approximately two hundred miles north of 
Freetown in the Bissagos Archipelago. This fertile island was the location for a social experiment of white 
colonisation between May 1792 and November 1793. This scheme of colonisation, which failed for a number 
of reasons, was characterised by anti-Establishment precepts linked to the dissenting background of many of 
the subscribers and settlers. In common with the Sierra Leone Company, one of the motives was to civilise 
Africa and to establish whether tropical cultivation could be undertaken successfully by native labourers on 
the west coast of Africa. Approximately 270 persons left England in April 1792, although the composition of 
the group with a high proportion of dependents did not provide a sound practical foundation for colonisation. 
An attack by an indigenous African group and lack of preparedness for the rainy season led many to leave 
Bulama within a matter of months. Hair, ‘Beaver on Bulama’, pp. 361-79; P.E.H. Hair, ‘”Sierra Leone and 
Bulama” 1792-4: Further Notes’, Sierra Leone Bulletin of Religion, 6 (1964), p. 27. Clarkson reported the 
arrival of the Calypso at Freetown on 7 August 1792 carrying 153 ‘miserable’ disaffected settlers, headed by 
Dalrymple, the former governor of Bulama. Until their departure on 11 September 1792 Clarkson made fre-
quent, bitter references to the disorder created by their presence. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, pp. 3-4, 5, 9-11, 13, 18, 22-
5, 47. Clarkson refused to allow any of these settlers to stay in Freetown, and as the published report indicates 
he had probably received ‘prior warning’ from the Directors to instruct him on this point. Substance of the 
Report 1794, pp. 12-13. On the return journey to England, their ship called at one of the islands in the West 
Indies and was later accused of initiating a severe epidemic of yellow fever which was subsequently named 
‘Bulam fever’. Hair, ‘Beaver on Bulama’, p. 381. 
129 On his return to Freetown, Telford was offered command of the York with a salary of 10 guineas per 
month. He was requested by the Governor and Council to postpone his plans of returning to Europe. Minutes 
of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 88. 
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But this was not the worst. Telford, Mr. Garvin, and several of the crew were taken ill, 
in consequence of their being obliged to use the Bissao[?] water [illegible, five or six 
words] and arrived here, particularly Mr. Garvin, in a state of great debility.130 It would 
be much better on every future occasion, when you may wish to send assistance to the 
people at Bulam to give orders for sending it from this place. It would not cause a fort-
night’s difference in the time of their receiving the desired supply. We could at the same 
time take the opportunity of sending articles for trade, which might defray the expence 
of the trip. And as a vessel here may be furnished with an experienced pilot little risk 
would be run. The Lapwing had been under orders to sail for Bulam when the Naim-
banna arrived, and gave us to understand that the Felicity was destined for that place.  
 Beaver has fortified himself at Bulam in a /116/ very secure manner and sets the 
whole power of the Bigugios[?] at defiance.131 There are now only three whites remain-
ing there who with thirty or forty grumettas form the whole of the colony. Above 100 
acres of land are cleared (it was an easy matter to clear it) part of which is planted with 
garden stuffs[?] and fruit trees, but it is a very small part. He has  
 There are supplies there sufficient for the present number of colonists for five years 
by Beavers account, that is to say of beef and bread. This is a climate however in which 
they will not long be fit for use.132 He persisted about taking the port which was sent for 
him by the Felicity. 
 
8 August  The Mercury, Captain Hewitt came down from Bance Island and as she was 
on the point of proceeding to Barbadoes we wrote to the Court of Directors. I also wrote 
you privately. 
 Hewitt had with him a schooner of the size of the Naimbanna, which he offered for 
sale. Renaud came down to induce us to make the purchase of her for him. /117/ Painted 
his distresses in strong colours. Agreed to enter into an engagement that he would not 
employ her [illegible, three words] in the slave trade, and shewed us that he would be 
able to pay the greater part of the purchase money immediately in cordage of which we 
are greatly in want and the remainder in gum […].133 We accordingly drew bills in 
Hewitt’s favour per £330 sterling. This was [illegible, two lines]. 
 We also agreed with an American vessel which arrived here a few days ago for the 
whole cargo consisting of rum, tobacco, a little beef, a few casks of flour and boxes of 
candles. We had the [illegible, ten or eleven words]. We were chiefly induced to this 
purchase by the lowness of the price, the scarcity of rum[?] on the coast, and indeed our 
                                                          
130 John Garvin was an English Baptist schoolmaster sent out by the Company. Walls, ‘Nova Scotian Settlers’, 
p. 24; Fyfe, History, pp. 69-70.  
131 Those settlers remaining at Bulama chose Lieutenant Philip Beaver, a naval officer in his mid-twenties, as 
their governor. Clarkson noted that ‘his old friend’ enjoyed the confidence of those remaining on the island. 
Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 5. He was one of few survivors from amongst approximately 90 settlers who remained on 
the island in July 1792. By October 1793, just six people remained on the island. Beaver finally left Bulama 
on 29 November 1793. Hair, ‘Beaver on Bulama’, pp. 361, 367, 373, 375, 377.   
132 Mortality on the island was high, linked partly to fevers which affected the settlers in the rainy season. Fol-
lowing the death or desertion of large numbers of the settlers, Beaver arranged to use native labourers to clear 
the land and construct buildings. Ibid., pp. 375-7. 
133 The Governor and Council resolved that whilst they would buy a ship for Renaud due to his ‘distressed 
condition’, he should be ‘bound under a heavy penalty not to employ any vessel in the traffick of slaves, or in 
hostilities against the subjects of Great Britain, or her allies’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 84. 
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present want /118/ of almost all goods for trade.134 Rum is much wanted to leeward 
whither we mean to dispatch the Packet again, as soon as she is refitted for sea, and we 
have from Bissao an order for more than a tenth part of our purchase already to be paid 
for in wax and ivory.135 Without such a supply of rum t[…] we must shortly starve. 
There is half a ton of rice consumed in the colony every day, and for the purchase of a 
ton of rice among other articles, about 20 gallons of rum are wanted in the Sherbro, and 
on the Bullam Shore, even in the rice season 40 gallons. 
 
9 August  The Court of Sessions was held today by Winterbottom and myself, and em-
ployed us not only all this day, but the greatest part of the next. In general the causes 
were of a very trifling nature. Slanderous words, small debts and assault and battery, 
and might have soon been /119/ dispatched, but our jurors are so extremely cautious in 
giving in a verdict that an hour is usually employed in making up their minds.136 One 
man was tried for robbing the store, to which he pleaded guilty. His sentence was that 
he should be publicly whipped four times at intervals of a week, that he should be kept 
in close confinement a month, be kept to hard labour for twelve months on board the 
York137, at the end of which time if he could procure two reputable householders to be 
bound with him, he would be received into the community, otherwise he must be trans-
ported from the colony. The total number of lashes he was to receive was 100. He is a 
man of a very infamous character, and besides his having continued for some time his 
thieving practices has been always remarkable for his insolence, /120/ turbulence and 
opposition to Government. 
 When the business was over I acquainted the jury and the people who were collected 
that in compliance with the wishes of many of them, we had passed a bye law to punish 
slanderous words ([illegible, four words] of council) which pleased them much.138 I 
took occasion at the same time to open to them that part of our law book which respects 
Scandalum Magnatum or the using false and malicious words tending to vilify Gover-
nors and thereby sowing discord between them and the people, which they listened to 
with attention. I also expatiated on the late incident of the desertion of Horrocks’ slaves 
                                                          
134 The Governor and Council resolved to buy the whole of his cargo, as without rum and tobacco the trade of 
the colony ‘must soon be entirely at a stand’. Ibid., p. 86.  
135 See below, f. 170. Bissau is located approximately 300 miles north of Freetown. 
136 Shortly after their arrival in Sierra Leone some of the Nova Scotian settlers expressed their desire to par-
ticipate in the government of the colony. The Company report of 1794 described how ‘trial by jury has been 
established, and the Nova Scotia blacks, though possessing very little knowledge of the British laws, have 
acted as jurymen; one of the Company’s chief servants always presiding as the judge’. It was considered that 
the familiarity which they gained with English law would be a civilising force amongst them. The generally 
good character of the Nova Scotians was reflected, according to this report, in the fact that the most serious 
crimes which had been prosecuted were petty theft and adultery. Substance of the Report 1794, pp. 55, 57. 
137 Falconbridge described the ship, which arrived in Sierra Leone in September 1792, as ‘a large vessel of a 
thousand tons … that is intended to end her days here in the character of a storeship, for which purpose she is 
admirably adapted’. The ship was also used to hold prisoners, including two of the sailors from the African 
Queen who were convicted of stealing and killing a duck belonging to one of the settlers. Falconbridge, Nar-
rative of Two Voyages, pp. 167, 170, 222-3. 
138 The Governor and Council introduced a fine of up to 20 shillings for each offence, which increased by five 
shillings ‘on every repetition of the offence’. In order to discourage the ‘multiplication of trivial suits for slan-
derous words…’ they also agreed on 3 August 1793 that damages could be awarded where they could be 
proved satisfactorily. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 84-5. 
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and shewed them the illegality and impolicy of encouraging such desertions which they 
appeared sensible of. 
 A settler of the name of Steven crossing the brook which lays between us and King 
Jamie’s in the night time, and /121/ being much intoxicated was drowned although the 
rivulet is very shallow.  
 
11 August  Horne made a good use of that unhappy catastrophe. He preached on put-
ting on the whole armour of God.139
 David George talks highly of England and the great kindness he experienced on 
every quarter.140 The humility of English gentlemen is his constant theme, and he tells 
the settlers in one of his whispers, that they have more pride than all the great and wise 
and rich men he met with in England.141
 Garvin, Car and Telford better. 
 
12 August  The Ocean sailed for Bissao with a cargo of goods ordered by two Portugu-
eze merchants of that place consisting of rum, tobacco and cloth. We sent by her some 
necessaries of which Mr. Beaver at Bulam expresssed himself in want.142
 A specimen of indigo was brought us from the island of Gambia which appeared to 
be of a very excellent kind. We shall procure either slips or the seed of it. /122/ 
 
15 August  I was siezed with a very violent fit of fever and agues which held me for 
about five or six hours and left me very weak. The rain incessant. I swallowed two oz. 
of bark. 
 
16th  I continued taking bark. 
 The Naimbanna sailed for the Gambia [River] with orders to send down the Do-
mingo directly.143 The wax she must have picked up will help to complete the Felicity’s 
loading. 
 
17th  I found myself much better. Watt visited us, he continues to go on well. 
                                                          
139 In his diary Macaulay recorded that in his preaching Horne ‘touches on slavery, continues subject in after-
noon’. Diary Sunday 11 August 1793, f. 6. 
140 David George was a Baptist preacher from Birch Town in Nova Scotia. He was a captain of a company 
which sailed from Nova Scotia on the ship Lucretia. Anthony Kirk-Green, ‘David George: The Nova Scotian 
Experience’, Sierra Leone Studies, N.S., 14 (December, 1960), pp. 96-106, 111-12.  David George returned to 
England with Clarkson in December 1792 for a period of education. He also met members of the Baptist con-
gregation from whom he received financial support for his pastoral work in Sierra Leone. Fyfe, History, pp. 
32, 34, 55-6. 
141 Miles Dixon, another of the Nova Scotian settlers, told John Clarkson in October 1793 that David George’s 
opinions had changed as a result of the period spent in England and that he had become critical of the former 
governor. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 34, 72. 
142 Beaver said that he required tea, sugar, molasses, canvas &c. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 85. 
143 It was noted that the mate of the Naimbanna was ‘well acquainted with the trade of that river…’. The ship 
was to be loaded with an assortment of goods suitable for purchasing wax, hides, cattle and ivory. The Gover-
nor and Council were concerned that the health of the Domingo’s crew, including that of Captain Wenham, 
would be adversely affected by staying too long in the River Gambia. William Wenham had been appointed 
to command of this ship on 18 June 1793. It was resolved that Wenham should give to Captain George Wool-
lis of the Naimbanna any trade goods remaining on board the Domingo. Ibid., pp. 78, 85-6. 
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 The Providence arrived from the Sherbro loaded with rice.144 Our different factories 
were making large purchases of that article and buying also a little camwood and stock. 
 Mr. Addow sent one of his sons up to view the place and to agree with us for a quan-
tity of rice. 
 
18th  About 10 o’clock at night a canoe arrived from Bance Island to acquaint us that M. 
Renaud had taken a Liverpool slave ship commanded by a Captain /123/ Stowel on her 
way down the river from Bance Island. Mr. Tilley expressed a wish that we would join 
our forces to his in order to extirpate Renaud and his people. We asked time to make up 
our minds on that proposition. 
 
19th  The captain and crew of the above vessel were sent down here by M. Renaud. 
They talked highly of their treatment. M. Renaud had not only given up to them all their 
wearing apparel, but had made them presents to console them under their losses. 
 Apprehensive of the interpretation that might be put on our conduct in having given a 
vessel to Renaud as he had thought fit to take a prize in the river, we dispatched Mr. 
Strand to demand the restitution of the schooner which /124/ was immediately given 
up.145 Renaud appeared very anxious indeed that we should continue to maintain a neu-
trality. As for Bance Island he set them at defiance, and even threatened to destroy the 
place. 
 
20th  Jeffrys (surgeon) ill and Mr. and Mrs. King.146 Tilley sent down to know our inten-
tions with respect to Gambia [Island] and pressed on us the policy of uniting for 
Renaud’s destruction. We wrote him at length giving him a number of reasons for our 
declining all hostile measures, among the rest that we were without orders from our 
masters; that we should forfeit every advantage we might expect to derive from the 
amicable intentions of the French Government; that we had no commission of war and 
did not like to expose ourselves to be classed with pirates; /125/ that we had no coercive 
power over our settlers, and though we could demand their services in a defensive war, 
we could not answer for exposing their lives in an uncertain attempt such as was pro-
posed and that we did not wish to risk the ruin of our infant establishment, or expose 
ourselves to bear the consequences which our responsible situation would bring on us, 
in case our conduct should be disapproved of. 
 
August 22nd  All our sick getting better. 
                                                          
144 Macaulay’s diary records that the ‘Providence arrived 4 tons rice’. Diary, Saturday 17 August 1793, f. 8.  
145 The Governor and Council noted how they were ‘dreading that reflections might be thrown on them for 
having furnished Renaud with the schooner … as if they had put arms in the hands of the enemies of Great 
Britain’. They demanded the restitution of the Duke of Clarence, which was returned by 21 August 1793. 
Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/3, p. 87. 
146 Following the death of the surgeon at Bance Island, Tilley tried to persuade Jefferies to leave the employ of 
the Sierra Leone Company and work at the slave factory for an annual salary of £250. Macaulay notes that the 
surgeon declined Tilley’s ‘underhand offers’. Journal of Zachary Macaulay, 4 October – 12 December 1793, 
f. 6. Jefferies was granted permission to undertake a return voyage to England on the Lapwing in December 
1793 on the grounds of ill-health. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 114-5. 
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 The hundredors brought a letter to Mr. Dawes in the name of the people complaining 
of the dearness of provisions, and demanding a rise in their wages. It shall be sent you, 
as well as the reply sent them on the occasion.147
 
23  The Felicity proved to be so much injured by her beating on the rocks on her way 
down from Bissao that we were /126/ under the necessity of ordering her into Thom-
son’s Bay to be repaired.148 This and the two following days, remarkably fine and dry. 
We begin to flatter ourselves that the rains were going to break up. 
 
25th  Horne preached in the forenoon on justification by faith, which he qualified in the 
afternoon by a discourse on regeneration. 
 
26th  Mr. Jackson the partner of Mr. Horrocks at the Isles de Loss came here.149 Their 
deserters were called up in order to examination. They strenuously denied having been 
enticed by the people of this place. That Their reasons for deserting they said were be-
cause they understood that Mr. Horrocks before he quitted the Isles de Loss, which he 
intends shortly to do, meant to trepan them on board a ship and sell them, and that there 
/127/ was even now an American vessel on board at the Isles de Loss which they were 
assured was destined to carry them off and because the captain of the vessel in which 
they came down to this river had used them very ill, beating them without mercy, and 
kicking them about the decks. They said they had no fault to find with Messrs. Horrocks 
or Jackson but that of their own free suggestions they had effected their escape to avoid 
slavery and the ill treatment of the captain with whom they were at the time. 
 Mr. Jackson intimated to us that he would expect 500 guineas from us, as an indem-
nification. We told him that we thought if a loss had been sustained by them it ought to 
be /128/ refunded but we could not well see to whose account they were to place the 
loss. They were very sensible that we had no hand in inveigling their slaves; they knew 
that we had used every act of persuasion to prevent their desertion and however dis-
posed we might be to incur a trifling expence for the sake of preserving our present 
good understanding with all our neighbours yet we could not allow that there was any 
legal claim for indemnification on us as the Sierra Leone Company’s representatives. 
We had said, and we were still of opinion that encouragement had been given to the de-
serters to induce them to come into the colony, but it was an opinion which our strictest 
scrutiny had as yet been able to fix on no individual, and by the /129/ repeated declara-
tion of the deserters themselves it would appear that our opinion was ill founded. 
 Besides the affairs of the Isles de Loss concern, we hinted, were in such confusion 
from the insolvency of its proprietors, that it would be unsafe to satisfy any demand on 
                                                          
147 This was not an isolated example. Complaints about prices and wage levels were sent to Company officials 
in June and October 1793. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 33-7. On this occasion, William Dawes drew up a reply 
‘in order to shew the impossibility of complying with their requests’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 
88-9. 
148 Thompson’s Bay lay approximately two miles east of Freetown. In the ‘Plan of Sierra Leone and Parts 
Adjacent’ included in the published report of 1794 it was noted that land at Thompson’s Bay was ‘reserv’d for 
a Dock Yard’. Substance of the Report 1794. The bay derived its name from Captain Bouldon Thompson 
R.N., who first signed a treaty for the land with King Tom. As King Tom was subordinate to King Naimbana, 
who had not agreed to this transaction, the treaty was repudiated. Fyfe, Sierra Leone Inheritance, pp. 112-13. 
149 See above, f. 111 and below, f. 132. James Watt met Mr. H. Jackson at Factory Island, Iles de Los on 26 
January 1794 and noted that he ‘entertained us hospitably’. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, p. 2. 
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the part of Horrocks & Co. until their right to make the demand and to exonerate the 
payer from all further claims were clearly proved. 
 It would be necessary likewise to prove that these men were actually slaves and 
could be disposed of, or if they were merely attached to the soil according to what Mr. 
Jackson said. In the former case they could only demand the current price of a slave on 
the coast which was £20. In the latter, we were not certain that the present proprietors 
/130/ could prove any damages at all, or if any it could only be, the average rate at 
which the grumettas on the island were transferred to the next possessors, and perhaps 
the intermediate loss of labour. 
 We likewise told him that as nothing remained for Mr. Horrocks but to make a pro-
test respecting the matter and leave it to be decided at home, we would gladly say that 
five people who had come from a schooner from the Isles de Loss were actually in Free-
town, and that we refused to use compulsory means to drive them from it. It is likely I 
think that this matter will go home, in which case, it appears to me, that all they can 
prove against us is refusing to compel these men to return. They will find it I think im-
possible to prove against any one the enticing or detaining /131/ of their people for we 
ourselves have not been able to fix a charge on anyone and they will also find it difficult 
to prove their property. I know not how far a claim to personal services can be entered 
in an English Court of Judicature without a written or witnessed agreement, unless to 
render the protection professed to be afforded to property in slaves not nugatory, they 
make an exception in favour of slave dealers. 
 I am disposed to think that we were as a general point of law and policy justifiable in 
everything said to the settlers on this subject at the same time that viewing it with re-
spect to Messrs. Horrocks, and to the circumstances which attend this transaction, as the 
impossibility of proving any interference on the part of the settlers, I am inclined /132/ 
to think that much cannot be done at home. The worst consequences will be in this 
country, where it will have the effect of alienating from us the goodwill of all our [il-
legible, two words]. And how to avoid the dilemma I know not.150 By an exertion of au-
thority we might perhaps effect the forcible restitution of these people to Messrs. Hor-
rocks and Co., but in doing so we should act a most barbarous part. 
 It would be delivering up men to a certainty of punishment, slavery and transporta-
tion, whose only crime is an attempt to regain their liberty, or rather to avoid being 
forced into foreign[?] slavery. Should it prove a serious matter at home, the men in 
question might perhaps be got to go home in case their presence there would be of any 
use. /133/ I bought upward of half a ton of ivory from Mr. Jackson at the easy rate of 2/- 
per lb. and bargained with him for 50 tons of rice at £15 a ton. All our exertions scarce 
keep us supplied with that article and there is a necessity for having a stock on hand if 
we wish to avoid the famine which would follow the loss or detention of our craft. 
 Conversing with Mr. Jackson on the countries adjacent to the Isles de Loss, I ob-
served that I had been given to understand that the custom of kidnapping had been and 
still continued more frequent in the Susoo and Mandingo Countries than on any other 
part of the coast. “Yes, said he, it is easy to account for that, the people are proud Ma-
                                                          
150 In a meeting with James Watt on 26 January 1794 Jackson still maintained that ‘the grumettas were de-
tained there contrary to their inclination’. Watt expressed surprise ‘at hearing him say so, as I myself was pre-
sent at Freetown, when they were brought by Mr. Dawes before Mr. Jackson, who said everything in his 
power to persuade them to return with him to the Isles de Los without success’. When Watt pointed out that 
the grumettas declared that they ‘never would return there’, Jackson argued that they had since changed their 
mind but were prevented from returning. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, p. 2. 
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hometans averse to labour or exertion. Traders are under the necessity of lending goods 
to the headmen, who consume them /134/ and seldom think of making any return until 
they are siezed by their creditor and confined. He The people then anxious to redeem 
their chief employ themselves in laying hold of as many unsuspecting people as they 
can, whom they carry to the trader, and the chief is relieved”. Scarce any slaves have 
been bought this year in the part of Africa between Cape Verga and Cape Mount. The 
traders wish to reduce the price to about £10 or £12. The natives, exasperated by this 
sudden downfall in the price, have withheld their slaves entirely and in the Susoo and 
Mandingo Countries particularly have employed them in the culture of rice.151
 Salt is a great article to purchase ivory with in the Rio Nunez, and we will be obliged 
to send to the Cape de Verde for a cargo of it, and of Portugueze cloths, another great 
article in trading with the Mahometans.152 /135/ 
 
27  The […] Lapwing arrived from the Rio Nunez with 1400lb. of ivory and a promise 
that two ton more might be expected by a craft belonging to that river in a week or 
two.153 The people of the river, both white and black, had shewn great attention to 
Robertson and one of the chiefs has sent his son, a fine lively promising youth of about 
seven or eight years of age, to Freetown for education. Mr. Dawes has taken him to live 
with him. 
The Ocean passed the Rio Nunez about ten or twelve days ago. Heavy rains. 
 
28th  Providence dispatched to the Yaltuckar for rice. 
 
29th  The Lapwing sailed for the Camarancas to bring up the camwood which may be 
collected there, and the Duke of Clarence sailed for to the Sherbro for rice, camwood 
and stock of which there is a considerable /136/ quantity at our factories near York Is-
land.154
 Mr. Addow, the chief man in these parts, being very anxious to trade with for us, we 
have entered into a kind of contract with him for rice, camwood and stock, and have 
furnished him by way of experiment with about £60 worth of goods. A little island 
which you may see distinguished in the map of Sherbro by the name of Bob’s Island is 
conveniently situated at the confluence of almost all the branches of that river, and is 
the property of Mr. Addow.155 It is not above a mile in circumference, and is fertile and 
                                                          
151 See above, f. 47.  
152 Anna Maria Falconbridge described the presence of a saltworks close to Robana, the product of which the 
‘King conveys into, and disposes of, in the interior country, for slaves’. Fyfe, Anna Maria Falconbridge, p. 
37. On the basis of his enquiries on his journey to Timbo, Watt noted that salt and cloth were particularly in 
demand amongst the Fula. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 21-2. Salt was required for the large herds of 
cattle in the Futa Jalon, but was also for human consumption. Some salt was produced in West Africa from 
sea-water or from burning certain types of plants, but was typically imported from the South by marine trade 
or from the North by overland trade. Salt could be obtained in some parts of the Cape Verde Islands, where it 
occurred as natural salines.  
153 In his diary Macaulay recorded that ‘Guns wanted, bafts, chintz, sattin stripes and rangoes, stores and other 
cloths’. Diary, Tuesday 27 August 1793, f. 12. 
154 York Island is located in the Sherbro River. It had been a fortified post for slave trading, but was largely 
abandoned after 1714. Dorjahn & Fyfe, ‘Landlord and Stranger’, p. 394.  
155 Bob’s Island was located in the channel of the River Sherbro. This name, first mentioned in the English 
Pilot, fifth part of 1701, survived until the nineteenth century. 
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easily cleared. There are at present no inhabitants on it. Mr. Addow is anxious that we 
should establish ourselves as near him, in the laudable view of civilizing the people 
around, and we have proposed that he should build on this island, a house for a factory, 
and a rice house /137/ vest in us the right of possession, and furnish to a planter whom 
we might send these labourers to clear and plant the whole island. 
 I think it likely that our proposals will meet with acceptance, in which case a maga-
zine may be established on Bob’s Island for the collection of the produce of the rich 
country in its neighbourhood, which abounds with rice, stock and camwood. A planta-
tion may be carried on with spirit, which will collect into one spot from 50 to 100 na-
tives, and even among that small number the labours of a schoolmaster and missionary 
might be employed to advantage. Add to this that Bob’s Island is within an hour or two 
hours row of many populous villages to which the missionary might occasionally mi-
grate, or from which the children might be drawn together to our settlement. 
 Should the […] scheme of a plantation /138/ appear too arduous the island may be 
cleared for the sake of health and a crop of rice be taken from it to defray the expence. It 
may then be converted into a very safe and commodious place for feeding or breeding 
cattle, sheep and goats. Of the two last mentioned animals there are great numbers in 
the Sherbro and I am inclined to think that not less than from 150 to 200 tons of rice 
may be had annually from that river even if the spirit of cultivation, which by the way 
seems to increase, should continue stationary. 
 Our rapid progress in the Sherbro seems to have been considerably owing to the ha-
tred entertained against the name of Clevland, on account of the miseries occasioned by 
the late Clevland and to the [illegible, two or three words] grievances which a combina-
tion of slave dealers had imposed on the people by lowering the price of slaves 50 per 
cent. /139/ It will be proper to mention that the Duke of Clarence (we mean to change 
the name) is a strong copper bottomed vessel of about 30 tons burthen, and not more 
than five years old.156 She is excellently fitted for the river and coasting trade, and has 
better accommodations than any vessel in the Company’s service, the Harpy, Amy and 
Felicity excepted. On that account alone, I think she ought to be kept in preference to 
others of the Company’s vessels, should it be found that we have too many (a thing I 
cannot believe) and that any of them ought to be disposed of. We have long wanted a 
vessel of this kind. I have never gone to sea myself without suffering in my health from 
the bad accommodations of the Company’s craft.157 If the Company /140/ will but fur-
nish us with goods, they need be under no apprehension that any of their vessels will 
want employment, numerous as they are. The trade from Goree to the River Gaboon is 
now open to us almost without rivals. Bance Island alone enters into competition with 
us, and though indeed their superior skill, in the assorting and disposing of their car-
goes, joined to the circumstance of their being at present more plentifully supplied gives 
them a great advantage over us. Poor Wallace has actually become a clog on our com-
mercial views, and we begin to think that if his accounts can be made up (a business I 
have taken in hand) it will be most advisable that he should return to England by one of 
                                                          
156 As the Duke of Clarence (later William IV) supported the continuance of the slave trade, the name of this 
ship was at odds with their abolitionist sympathies. I am grateful to Christopher Fyfe for drawing this to my 
attention. 
157 Anna Maria Falconbridge complained bitterly about the poor standard of accommodation on board the 
Lapwing, a ‘small cutter’, when her husband refused the hospitality of slave traders at Bance Island in Febru-
ary 1791. She was required to stay on the vessel, which ‘in point of size and cleanliness, comes, nigher a hog-
trough than anything else you can imagine’. Falconbridge, Narrative of Two Voyages, pp. 10, 20, 23. 
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the first vessels. He has become a perfect […]. The making up of his accounts /141/ I 
find will be a work of considerable difficulty for there is no document whatever of Fal-
conbridge’s transactions, and by some strange oversight no […]g account was taken of 
the goods delivered over to Wallace’s charge. Of course the goods which ought to be 
passed to his debit cannot be ascertained with that accuracy and precision which we 
[…] asked for. Besides, Wallace himself is from his indolence and unhappy habits inca-
pable of keeping regular and methodically arranged accounts, and I find myself obliged 
to collect from various books, orders, scraps and memorandums, the materials for re-
ducing the commercial transactions into a regular series.158
 Our sick are all recovering, although the rains are incessant. I have never been a wit-
ness to any rains equal to those I have seen since May last at /142/ Sierra Leone but dur-
ing the last fortnight, they have fallen with a violence and except for three days, with a 
constancy which is unusual even on the African coast. Everyone allows this season to 
be much more severe than the last and the oldest traders declare that they have never 
seen one so severe. Its effects have been felt at Bance Island where of their number of 
Europeans, say 20, near a third have died, and I am inclined to suspect more, as little 
account is made of the inferior people. Two or three tradesmen brought out for them on 
the African Queen have died. Tilley joins with me in ascribing the mortality at Bance 
Island to licentiousness of manners, to the unsuitableness of the place for sick people on 
account of its noise, to the want of attendance as well of servants, and to the want of 
early and assiduous application of medical aid. /143/ 
 Except Mr. Dawes and Mr. Strand, we have all been laid up in our turn by the fever, 
but our confinement has in general been short, and our recovery rapid. Poor Chilton has 
alone fallen a victim, not to the fever however, but to the dysentery. On board the ships, 
particularly the coasting vessels, there has been a good deal of sickness but as immedi-
ately on the arrival of any vessel the precaution was taken to remove all patients on 
board the York where they can be more easily attended and where they breathe a freer 
air, none have died. 
 Their recovery however is much more slow than as here, owing in great part to their 
pernicious habits, and in some measure to diet is much more slow than as here. And 
they are often in more imminent danger from the length of time which must necessarily 
pass if they are taken ill in one of the rivers before assistance /144/ can be afforded 
them. We have endeavoured to obviate the mischief as much as possible by navigating 
our craft as much as possible by grumettas and by employing none but natives in boats. 
 On board the Lapwing, James and William, Duke of Clarence and Providence, there 
are only ten whites, and we might perhaps be able still to diminish the number if we had 
a few sailmakers, carpenters and caulkers, who remaining stationary at Sierra Leone 
might be able to refit out vessels for sea in a short time.159 The length of time which 
with our tradesmen would be required sometimes to make every necessary reparation is 
such[?] that we are often […]bliged to send them to sea without thorough repairs. This 
                                                          
158 Macaulay’s efforts to arrange the chaotic accounts were wasted, as the documents were destroyed in the 
conflagration on the York on 30 November 1793. Macaulay gives a full description of events in his journal to 
Henry Thornton, explaining on 3 December 1793 that ‘there is not the vestige of an account left’. Journal of 
Zachary Macaulay, 4 October 1793 – 12 December 1793, f. 92. See also Substance of the Report 1794, p. 41. 
159 Clarkson’s decision to purchase the William and James in December 1792 was based on the need to ‘col-
lect provisions for the Colony especially since he understood that the Sierra Leone Packet will bring no sup-
plies’. The sloop cost £700 sterling and was purchased from the captain of a Guineaman. Minutes of Council, 
PRO CO 270/2, p. 65. 
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alone renders more hands necessary on board the craft. A master ship carpenter is much 
wanted on whom a reliance could be placed and whose particular province it might be 
to examine the defects and direct the repairs of every vessel as they it returned from sea. 
Much might be saved in this way. We scarce dare at present to lay a vessel ashore for 
the want of skilful people, although the Lapwing particularly wants /145/ to have her 
sheathing ripped off and useful as she is we will be obliged to send her home unless 
some plan similar to the above is adopted. This hint certainly does not appear in its 
proper place, but I am not willing to run a risk of neglecting to give it. 
 The year 1787 is mentioned as the worst season in the memory of any man on the 
coast, the present excepted. In that year 14 whites were buried at the Isles de Loss, and 
the place was turned almost into a wilderness. I sometimes think with wonder on the 
numbers of young men who yearly come out to such places as Bance Island &c. (when 
from uniform experience life is so very precarious a possession there) without exciting 
one animadversion while the few who are found willing to encounter the less hostile 
situation of Freetown are branded as madmen, as provoking their fate, as justly incur-
ring every evil they can meet with. Nor does /146/ it less excite my wonder that while 
men are fearlessly and daringly pouring in to supply the place of those traders &c. who 
have fallen victims to the climate, men can with difficulty be found to maintain a suc-
cession of chaplains at Sierra Leone, or to engage in the business of instructing the na-
tives, which, compared with the business of trading is a safe, an easy, and a healthy oc-
cupation. So true is it, that the children of this world are wiser in their generation than 
the children of light. 
 Horne has already put pen to paper on the subject of missions in general, and he 
means on going home to excite if possible the sleeping activity of his brethren in the 
ministry, by a spirited address to them and to Christians of every name.160 He will have 
a right to talk of the practicability of African missions. /147/  
 In rebating[?] what passed in the Court on the 9th of August last, I forgot to mention a 
curious circumstance which came out in the course of examining evidence on a cause of 
debt. A man swore that the boards employed by him in building a boat, were boards be-
longing to the Company given him by Mr. DuBois on condition that he should furnish 
in return a certain quantity of fish for Mr. DuBois’ table. The man who avowed this 
strange agreement was a Charles Stewart who came passenger in the York. The circum-
stance only served to confirm what before I had almost a moral certainty of that the 
Company’s property put into Mr. DuBois’ hands was employed without reserve in pro-
curing for himself a well furnished table. 
 
August 30  The Lapwing was forced back by the boisterousness of the weather, after 
losing her mainsail. She got it returned, and sailed again for the Camarancas. /148/ 
 
31st  A craft from the Bananas called here, the master of which informed me that Mr. 
Clevland pressed by his creditors, had collected his people and gone down to the Sher-
bro with an intention of breaking up the towns of such as owed him money in order to 
satisfy their demands. A Mr. Graham, who is known to Mr. Granville Sharp, is Cleve-
land’s prime minister: he goes to England shortly, when I shall contrive to throw him in 
                                                          
160 Horne published his views on missions in 1794 as Letters on Missions Addressed to the Protestant Minis-
ters of the British Churches. Fyfe, History, pp. 51-2, 632. In private correspondence with Haweis, shortly after 
his return to Britain, he expressed the need for ‘men who have souls for labour’ and who ‘must be single 
men’. Horne to Haweis, 27 January 1794. 
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your way. I am in great hopes from the spirit I saw manifested, that Clevland will meet 
with vigorous opposition in the Sherbro, and perhaps be disappointed of his aim. 
 
1 September  Mr. Horne preached in the forenoon on the 7th Commandment and in the 
afternoon on the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 
2nd  I went up to Gambia [Island] to settle accounts with Renaud. He made us the fol-
lowing specific proposals. 1st. That as he meant absolutely to abandon Gambia [Island] 
in six weeks from this time we might if we pleased send someone to take possession 
immediately before he quitted it /149/ and that if we accepted his offer a day should be 
appointed on which in the presence of all the chiefs, and with their consent, he would 
formally surrender the island to Mr. Dawes or someone appointed by him. 2nd. That the 
buildings and battery on the island would be at the same time gratuitously yielded to us. 
3rd. That we should take off his hands the following articles viz. A ship of 250 tons bur-
then completely sheathed and bolted with copper warranted tight, except where the want 
of caulking admitted a drop of water in her upper wash[?] with a […] apartment for 
holding rice built large enough to contain 40 tons, a large chest for keeping cloths fit to 
hold several tons and a fine airy poop cabbin.161 A brig containing a deal of fresh valu-
able timber, but unfit for service. For the above he agreed to take one hundred pounds 
sterling. 4th That we should take from him all his /150/ anchors, cables, cordage, spars 
&c. which may be valued at another hundred pounds. 5th. That the balance which will 
then be in his favour of about £100 be paid in rum and iron bars. All these propositions 
were conditionally agreed to, and a reserve was made of Mr. Dawes’s disapprobation. 
The ship is very stout, and will be useful here as a factory ship, but even should we find 
no use for her in that capacity we shall fill her with wood and send her to England 
where the copper alone would bring more than twice the money she has cost us. We 
have been further induced to this purchase by the York’s becoming leaky. We begin to 
fear that the worms have begun their ravages about the water’s edge. We wish on that 
account to lighten her and during the dries to take some steps with her which may stop 
the farther progress of the worm. Wherever she has been filled with nails I believe is 
sound, but she takes in water above the line of the nails. /151/ Renaud has paid the price 
of redemption for all the free people sold by Captain Newcome to Bance Island, and he 
will soon have the satisfaction of restoring them to their friends. He means to reside at 
Goree, to relinquish the slave trade and to employ himself in buying gum, ivory, wax, 
hides and stock [illegible, three words] Freetown [illegible, five or six words]. 
 A gentleman I met with at Gambia [Island] had resided several years in the Man-
dingo Country near Quiaport &c. He assured me that kidnapping was frequent and uni-
versal there. It was in the night time only that trade was made. A man who wanted 
goods had only to lay in wait, and the moment a stranger, or the children of the people 
who dwelt in the same village with him came in his way, he siezed them, gagged them 
and aided by his confederates carried them away to the nearest slave factory, where they 
soon settled their /152/ business. He said that mothers never failed to collect together 
their children with great care as night came on, after which they endeavoured to keep 
                                                          
161 In the Minutes of Council for 1 September 1793 reference is made to Renaud offering the ship Jemmy for 
600 bars. They resolved to accept the offer, as an examination revealed that ‘excepting 5 timbers in the fore-
castle, she is sound that her copper is good, that she possess [?] great convenience of rice rooms and will be-
sides contain a great quantity of goods which from the storehouse not being erected are likely to be exposed to 
the wheather’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 90-1. 
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them locked up or under their own eye. A trader always made choice of a dark night to 
convey his slaves on board craft, and conducted the business with great secrecy, giving 
no previous intimation of his intention. While they remain with him, none but himself 
have access to them. These things were mentioned not as the barbarities, but as the in-
conveniences of trading in the Susoo and Mandingo Countries. This system seems to 
prevail very much about Senegal, but there the Moors are the chief free booters. 
 
3rd  The man who had been convicted of robbery, having received the last portion of 
corporal punishment, was rescued from the Marshall’s hands as he carried him on board 
the York.162 The principal in the rescue took the prisoner to his house and arming him-
self vowed the death of any /153/ one who dared to approach him. As we were averse to 
take any step which might lead to violence, we only put a guard of four constables on 
his house who were regularly relieved. In about twenty four hours they found them-
selves obliged to surrender at mercy, having neither provisions nor water in the house. 
The convict was sent to fill up his eleven months of labour on board the York, and the 
man who rescued him found bail to appear at next court. Had such a thing happened 
three months ago we should in vain[?] have represented the mischievous effects of such 
conduct, we should have been treated with contempt. On the present occasion no-one 
interfered except the constables and they were permitted quietly to do their duty. A 
word that respected personal liberty would have been apt at that time to set them all in a 
flame, /154/ at present they can hear of the forfeiture of liberty which necessarily fol-
lows great crime with patience. 
 
5th  Feeling the symptoms of approaching fever, I began to take bark to prevent it and 
after having taken it plentifully this day and the next, I succeeded in chasing away every 
symptom, […] and preventing the fever from forming itself. This shews how much may 
be done towards preserving health in this country by timeous caution. Every man who is 
accustomed to fever, has sufficient warning of its approach, a day or two before he is 
attacked, and if self confidence will allow him, he may readily prevent it. 
 
6th  Bought upwards of 300 lb. of ivory. Mr. Dawes visited the farm lots with a view to 
the distribution of the prizes.  
 There are competitors for all the prizes, whose quantity of provisions exceeds the 
quantity specified in the scheme.163 We shall send a report on the subject. /155/ A native 
                                                          
162 In his diary Macaulay noted that he ‘found James Jackson had rescued Leicester from the officers … 
threatening to shoot any who approached. Watch set’. Diary, Sunday 3 September 1793, f. 14.  John Cuthbert 
had been appointed to the position of Marshal of Freetown on 1 April 1793. The role, which attracted a salary 
of £20 per annum, involved a number of responsibilities. In addition to apprehending offenders, they were to 
‘execute the sentences of the court wether they regard fine or imprisonment’. The role included the summon-
ing of juries, the execution of writs and the oversight of  prisons. John Cuthbert was empowered to call on 
assistance from ‘any or all the Tythingmen’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 70. Cuthbert, a Nova 
Scotian settler, was a Baptist elder. As captain of one of the Nova Scotian companies, formed prior to their 
departure for Sierra Leone, he undoubtedly commanded some respect amongst the settlers. At this stage, his 
good relationship with Company officials is reflected in the fact that he returned to England in March 1794 
with William Dawes for the opportunity to meet English Baptists and to receive some education. However, he 
subsequently became one of the Company’s opponents during Thomas Ludlam’s governorship. Fyfe, History, 
pp. 48, 55. Fyfe, “Our Children”, p. 16. 
163 It was resolved by the Governor and Council on 24 May 1793 that first and second prizes of £5 and £3 
respectively should be introduced to ‘encourage agriculture and to forward as much as possible the growth of 
provisions and the improvement of the Company’s district…’. Eleven categories were introduced, including 
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chief Pa Kokilly who was here today asked me very significantly if we meant to bring 
more people into the country for if we did we should become too strong and take the 
country from them. I set him easy on that head, and shewed him that our intention was 
to do nothing offensive to the people of the country. He said he was apt to believe so 
from our conduct but that the natives about Bance Island and Rokelle were always 
laughing at them for giving away their country, and advising them while it was yet time 
to think of recovering it; but that next dries these matters should be all settled at a gen-
eral palaver. They appear uneasy that no annual rent had been stipulated, and it would 
appear to me that they meant to call this palaver for the purpose of exacting one.164
 The Felicity went up to Bance Island to be /156/ repaired. We found that in the pre-
sent boisterous weather it was impossible to effect her repair here. Were not Bance Is-
land people on a friendly footing with us, that […] would be entirely lost to you. 
 
7 September  Very stormy weather. Mr. Horrocks wrote us that he would not give us 
rice under £20 per ton. We were obliged by the necessity of our situation to close with 
him. 
 
8   Mr. Horne preached in the forenoon to a very large audience on the duty of servants 
under the yoke from St. Paul’s epistle to Timothy which he applied to the present cir-
cumstances of the colony, shewing how inconsonant to the dictates of policy, justice 
and Christianity were the late transactions with respect to slaves. In the afternoon from 
Eppea[?] 3: 8 to 19. 
 
9  The Providence arrived from the Sherbro. The weather had been so bad and the rain 
so constant that they had been unable to take a full cargo of rice on board. She brought 
/157/ only a ton and a half and some camwood. 
 
10  Providence sailed again for Sherbro. Signior Domingo dispatched a messenger to 
Mr. Dawes to acquaint him, that Elliot Griffiths was busy in stirring up the minds of the 
natives against us; that he had been to Signior Domingo endeavouring to persuade him 
of our ill intentions towards him and the other chiefs; that he had told Signior Domingo 
that when during his sickness a report had been spread of his death which was currently 
believed, he had heard with his own ears Mr. Dawes express himself happy at the event 
that the Signior had told him he was a “lyar and a villain” for circulating such a report 
which he knew not to be false. This was the substance of the charge against Elliot which 
the Signior engaged to prove promising that the first time Elliot visited him he would 
lay hands on him and bring him to the settlement. When we get him there we have 
thought it may be well to try him for treasonable practice /158/ of which the colony will 
furnish abundant proof and thus get rid of him. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
prizes for the cultivation of the highest number of plantain sucklers, yams, cassava plants, grain, ‘eddoes or 
cocoes’, cotton bushes, cabbages, and for the largest acreage of rice. Some of the prizes for rearing pigs and 
cattle were to be awarded in January 1796. In the case of plantain sucklers and yams a minimum number of 
100 was stipulated, whereas for cotton bushes 500 was the minimum. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 
73-8.  
164 These fears were confirmed a decade later when Pa Kokelly, who assumed the title of King Tom following 
King Jimmy’s death in 1796, was forced out of his country by the Sierra Leone Company. Fyfe, History, p.92; 
Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 18-19. See above, notes 88 (journal), 107 (journal). 
Journal, June – October 1793 59
 
 I had a long conversation with a Foulah man, who pretends to be a kind of agent or 
ambassador for the king of the Foulahs in the rivers Rokelle and Port Logo. He told me 
that the king of had heard of us and wished much to see someone from us, which he 
more particularly desired, as he understood we were averse to the slave trade, a thing he 
had also set his heart on destroying.165 He said he would ensure to whoever […] should 
go a safe journey under his own conduct, and on horseback. I rather think this man in-
sincere in what he says, but I told him I would put it to this proof. That we should estab-
lish a factory in Port Logo or Rokelle and if he could get get his countrymen to bring 
down cattle and horses in abundance to that factory I should put confidence in what he 
told me. The country of the Foulahs (its confines) are is only a weeks journey from 
Rokelle. /159/ He said he would make no farther professions, but that we might soon 
expect to see him with an account of his success. 
 
11th  We were under the necessity of applying to Bance Island for rice, and received 3½ 
tons which may with some care serve the colony for ten days. Our situation is really a 
most unpleasant one, living in a continual uncertainty whether in a few days time we 
shall have wherewith to still the cravings of hunger, and in state of continual depend-
ence on […] providence, on the direction and force of the winds, and the violence of the 
rains for our daily bread. In the month of February last, had I been able to forsee that no 
supply of flour would have arrived from England before this time, I should scarce have 
had courage to remain at Sierra Leone. But God, who sees not as we see, has been in-
deed gracious to us, and will I trust convert these wants with which we have /160/ been 
afflicted into means of lasting good to the colony by calling forth latent exertion and by 
producing a general disposition to resignation and contentment. 
 
12th  I went up to Gambia [Island] to bring down the Jamie, the vessel we bought there 
together with some other articles. I met with the chiefman of Port Logo, Naminamodou 
by name, at M. Renaud’s.166 He informed me that the Foulah man mentioned on the 10th 
had already applied to him to give him permission to open a path for* (*a phrase for 
beginning any new trade) cattle from the Foulah Country to Port Logo, which he had 
agreed to.167 He promised to take any person we might chuse to send into that river un-
der his care and protection, and agreed to send several of his children* (*He has had 
seven, four sons and three daughters, born to him during the last month) to the settle-
ment for instruction. He will come down to Freetown for the more full adjustment of 
preliminaries. He seems very desirous[?] /161/ indeed to have us established in the Port 
                                                          
165 Following James Watt’s expedition to Timbo, Fula ambassadors visited Freetown in May 1794. They de-
livered a message from Alimamy Sadu, the ruler of the Fula nation, the ‘purport of it was to express the king’s 
gratitude to the Governor for his kindness in sending white men to see him, to assure the Governor of the 
king’s readiness to serve him, and of his desire of establishing an intercourse which might be mutually advan-
tageous…’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 158. 
166 Namina Modu was the chief of Port Loko. He had given shelter to some of the original settlers, dispersed 
by King Jimmy’s attack on Granville Town. Fyfe, History, p. 29. 
167 The Company’s interest in a factory at Port Loko is reflected in James Watt’s decision to return from 
Timbo ‘by way of Port Logo if practicable’. Whilst at Timbo, he took the opportunity to explain to Alimamy 
Sadu the ‘views of the Company and of their wish to have a factory at Porto Logo to supply the Foulah people 
with every thing which they wanted, taking in return ivory, cattle, rice &c. but that they did not deal in slaves, 
because God said it was wrong’. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 23-4, 33, 58. 
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Logo, as Mr. Tilley, he says has used him cavalierly, and has acted as if he meant to 
dispute with him his right to his own river. 
 This man is everywhere well spoken of. He has now with him two of the first settlers 
who have continued to prefer living with him to returning to Sierra Leone, and at the 
time of their dispersion he afforded shelter to a great many. He complained that an invi-
tation which he had sent last year to the Governor of the Company had been paid no at-
tention to. On inquiry I found it had come to Falconbridge. I explained the cause of this 
inattention […] and satisfied him with respect to the friendliness of our intentions. 
 
September 13th  A trader arrived from the Rio Nunez with 6 tons rice which we bought 
from him. He is employed by a rich merchant in that river of the name of Fortune to 
transact business for him. This Fortune (an European) has lived /162/ about 30 or 40 
years in this country.168 As an instance of his improvement take the following feat as 
related by his agent not with a view to display his employer’s failings, but his dexterity 
and knowledge of the country. “A few months ago a slave grumetta was accused by Mr. 
Fortune of theft, but he was so impertinent as to demand the trial by red water to prove 
his innocence. Mr. Fortune tied the rascal up and flogged him but that would not do, he 
still demanded the red water. Mr. Fortune then determined to make an example of him 
and sent a messenger to the king with a considerable present, requesting he would pre-
pare red water for the grumetta, and come down himself to administer it. The king ac-
cordingly came, and all the friends and family of the accused also attended. The accused 
was seated in the usual manner, a man standing on each side of him ready with a club to 
knock out his brains as soon as the unequivocal sign of guilt appeared but he saved 
them the trouble for no sooner had he swallowed the first calabash of the water /163/ 
than he began to swell and in a few minutes his belly burst and his bowels gushed out. 
On this the king immediately pronounced him to have been guilty, to have been himself 
deserving of death and his family of slavery. His family being present were siezed, put 
in chains and sold in a few days to a slave vessel”.169 I think I have given you the story 
almost verbatim. I can vouch for its authenticity. The man who told me [illegible, two 
or three words] (who was an officer in the Navy and one of the adventurers to Bulam) 
was present during the whole process, and though evidently rendered callous by […] 
use to such inhuman practices is yet above telling a lie. 
 
15  Mr. Horne gave us a discourse in the forenoon on the study of the scriptures from 
Timothy 3: 14 to 17. In the afternoon he preached from John 14. 16. His design was to 
expose the reigning folly of the Methodists of this place, the accounting dreams, visions 
and the most ridiculous bodily sensations as incontestable proofs of their acceptance 
with God and of their being filled with the Holy Ghost. /164/ He shewed that the Holy 
Spirit acted always in strict conformity to the word of God as delivered in the Scrip-
tures: that therefore when dreams &c. were exactly conformable to the word of God 
                                                          
168 During his journey to Timbo, Watt visited Mr. Fortune’s factory at Boké on 2 February 1794. He described 
how Fortune, or Fortunatis Servati, was an elderly man who expressed his eagerness to accompany Watt and 
Lowes on their journey. Watt noted that during their visit Fortune was engaged in trade with a number of Fula 
traders. He travelled some four miles with them as far as the town of Racundy, and assisted them in their 
journey as he arranged for their passage through Kocundy. Watt noted that, although his manners were ‘blunt’ 
he was extremely helpful. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 4-5, 8-9.  
169 Thomas Winterbottom explained that if the accused died from drinking red water ‘one of his family, unless 
he can redeem himself by a slave, is taken and sold’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. 133. 
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they might afford the same ground of comfort, as pious meditations on the Scriptures do 
even to one awake: but that when they were contrary to it, they might be considered as 
the suggestions of Satan transformed into an angel of light. He pointed out the necessity 
of their bringing all these visions and dreams to the law and the testimony and (instead 
of relying on them) of their examining by whither they were indeed the children of God 
by the evidence of purity of thought and intention, uprightness of conduct and lowliness 
of heart and life.170
 The following circumstance among many others will shew you the need there was 
for such an exhortation. A woman by no means remarkable for the unblameableness of 
her life and conversation having mentioned to Mr. Horne that she was sure she had 
found acceptance with God, and being questioned as to the foundation /165/ of her hope 
observed “A fortnight ago, as I was in bed, the spirit of God came up into my nostrils as 
a warm steam, and since that time I have found peace of mind”. 
 By turning back to the 158th page, you will see that a Foulah man had taken notice of 
the coincidence of our views with respect to the abolition of the slave trade with the 
views of the Foulah nation. I have had it explained to me today. The late king of the 
Foulahs was considered as an oppressive tyrant. He perhaps felt little scruple in siezing 
a few of his subjects and making them slaves. About A few months ago a conspiracy 
was formed against him and he was murdered. The Foulahs are as yet without a king 
and it is said that on their nomination of one they mean to stipulate that he shall have no 
power to enslave his subjects. I long much to have a respectable factory on the Com-
pany’s account established in the Rio Pongas, even if only to get more acquainted with 
the manners and history of this powerful and adventurous nation.171 /166/ 
 
17th  A Methodist preacher of the name of Beverhout, a man of a restless turbulent 
spirit, and immoderately fond of popularity, had been appointed Precentor in the church 
by Mr. Clarkson with a view of silencing him and destroying his influence.172  
 It was partly attended with the latter effect, as he began to be regarded as of the white 
party, and his clamours were suspected by his countrymen to be insincere. Mr. Horne’s 
discourse on dreams was so unpalatable to many of the Methodists that Beverhout, anx-
ious to regain his popularity, judged it a proper occasion to strike a decisive stroke. In 
his sermon on this night he warmly reprobated Mr. Horne’s doctrine (without naming 
                                                          
170 This difference of approach with the Methodist settlers is interesting, as prior to his departure from Eng-
land Horne had exhibited considerable sympathy for and involvement with Methodist preachers and congre-
gations. During a stay at Bristol in June 1792 he explained to his former parishioners that ‘having preach’d in 
Mr. Fletcher’s and Mr. Wesley’s pulpits; it will give me pleasure to fill at least for once that of the good Mr. 
Whitfield’. Horne, Letters, p. 24. See also Walls, ‘Nova Scotian Settlers’, pp. 25-6.  
171 See above, pp. xiii-xv. 
172 Beverhout, the captain of one of the company’s of Nova Scotian settlers, was a Methodist preacher. Shortly 
after their arrival at Sierra Leone, Beverhout presented a petition to John Clarkson in June 1792 requesting 
participation in ‘public matters’ and complaining about their need to pay for provisions at the Company 
stores. Fyfe, “Our Children”, pp. 7, 25-7, 70. Part of his role as preacher involved working in the Company 
schools. In June 1794 the Governor and Council reported that complaints had been made that Beverhout had 
attempted ‘to ravish some girls who attended his schools’. It was found on further enquiry that ‘though no 
actual attempt had been made to ravish yet very unwarrantable freedom had been used towards these girls by 
Mr. Beverhout’. Consequently, he was dismissed from both his positions as schoolmaster and parish clerk. 
Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 177-8. Afzelius noted in April 1796 that Beverhout was living and 
preaching at Factory Island, Iles de Los. He thought that the preacher’s missionary efforts had little success 
both at Factory Island and in his previous work at Wonkafong. Kup, Afzelius, p. 135.  
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any one) as the doctrine of Satan, and […] destroying the power[?] of God’s children[?] 
and endeavoured to restore to dreams and visions their ascendancy over the word of 
God. He likewise inveighed against the Government here, pointedly comparing Mr. 
Dawes [illegible, two words] to Pharaoh whom the just judgment of God would sooner 
or later overtake; recommending to his hearers /167/ however patience under their suf-
ferings for that as God in his own good time would deliver Israel. This discourse he 
called an exhortation to peace, unity and godly love. 
 Mr. Horne on hearing what had passed rather hastily charged Beverhout with im-
proper designs. Beverhout defended himself and the liberty of the pulpit, which being a 
favourite cause with the Methodists, gave him a great advantage. We dissuaded Mr. 
Horne from taking any further notice of it, as on this as on former occasions, it was only 
requisite that men’s minds should be allowed to cool, in order to see where truth lay. 
We have universally found that inflammatory speeches never become of consequence 
till they are noticed. They lose all their effect by being treated with silent indifference. 
 Perhaps it might be well if Dr. Coke or some delegate from him were to visit Free-
town in order to establish some kind of discipline among the Methodists, for at present 
their /168/ government is a pure democracy, without subordination to anyone, and when 
they do expel an unworthy member from their communion, they proceed with all the 
violence of a mob.173 I think this is a point of great importance to the religious progress 
of your colony and well deserving your attention. 
 
18th September  Two more children, a son and daughter of a chief in the Rio Nunez 
were brought us for the purpose of being instructed.174 The number of natives begins to 
increase so fast that we have found it necessary to employ a schoolmaster (a preacher) 
on their account and we have allotted him a part of Mr. Garvin’s schoolroom, that they 
may be under that gentleman’s eye, and receive the benefit of his superintendance.175
 I received the following intelligence from a native of more than ordinary informa-
tion. [illegible, two words]. Since the establishment of our colony have become much 
more independent on[?] this[?] chief, and the treatment of slaves is /169/ very much 
                                                          
173 Dr. Thomas Coke (1747-1814) made a significant contribution to the development of Methodist overseas 
missions. He was appointed Superintendent of missions in America in 1784, and proposed the development of 
missions in the West Indies in 1786. The Methodist Conference referred to him as the General Superintendent 
of missions. He was extensively involved in Methodist affairs in Britain, contributing to the extension of do-
mestic missions in Scotland and Ireland. John A. Vickers, Thomas Coke and World Methodism (Bognor Re-
gis, 1976), pp. 4-5, 8-9, 11; Norman W. Taggart, ‘Methodist Foreign Missions, the First Half Century’, Pro-
ceedings of the Wesley Historical Society, 44, 6 (1985), pp. 157-8, 160-4. 
174 In his diary Macaulay notes that they were the ‘children of Bastion Douglas’. Diary, Wednesday 18 Sep-
tember 1793, f. 17. On 6 January 1794, when the Governor and Council were discussing Watt and Lowes’ 
journey to Timbo, it was proposed that ‘Bashong Douglas a chief and great trader in the Rio Nunez’ was one 
of the people to whom a letter should be written ‘recommending these gentlemen to their attentions and good 
offices’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, p. 124. At Boké in the Rio Nunez, James Watt noted that ‘Mr. 
Bastion Douglass lived in the neighbourhood’. On 2 February 1794 Watt visited Douglas to deliver a letter 
from Macaulay. He noted, however, that he was not sufficiently important to be of assistance to them. 
Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 4, 103. He was also referred to as Bashang Douglass. Mouser, ‘Trade and 
Politics’, p. 33.  
175 It was resolved by the Governor and Council on 19 September 1793 that Mingo Jordan, a Nova Scotian 
settler, should be appointed as schoolmaster with a salary of £40 per annum. His attention was to be ‘wholely 
directed to the instruction of native children’ in Freetown as it was noted that their improvement was ‘not so 
rapid as the settlers’ children’. His appointment was renewed on 1 November 1794. Minutes of Council, PRO 
CO 270/2, pp. 90-1; CO 270/3, p. 15. 
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meliorated. With respect to the desertion of slaves, the law of the country is that as soon 
as a slave escapes from his master’s town, and takes refuge in another, he cannot be re-
covered by his master without a price being paid for his redemption, as he becomes 
immediately the property of him in whose town he takes refuge. Should this be actually 
the case which I begin to suspect, it will make our way much smoother as in case of a 
slave on taking refuge here if he becomes our property we […] surely have a right to 
emancipate him. This law has been most industriously concealed from us hitherto by 
whites and natives, and the very contradictory accounts we receive on every subject, 
make me hesitate in trusting entirely to the information given us on this one. I shall en-
deavour however to come at the truth. Bance Island people and other slave factors have 
employed all their art to make us believe that no such law exists.176 /170/ 
 
19 September  The Sierra Leone Packet sailed for the Windward Coast with a cargo 
worth near £2000 sterling. Mr. Estill commands her, and we expect great things from 
his steadiness and activity.177 Young Winterbottom has gone with him in order to ac-
quire a knowledge of the trade on that part of the coast.178
 The Felicity came down from Bance Island. Her planks in one place were so much 
injured that it was necessary to replace them. She is now in a tolerable state of repair. 
Captain Telford took charge of the York, resigning the Felicity to Captain Robertson. 
Telford has likewise the office of harbourmaster. We made an offer of the Lapwing to 
Mr. Benson, but he refused it. 
 
20th  We received accounts of Horrocks’ death. His partner Mr. Jackson continues in 
charge of the Isles de Loss, but I believe he means soon to quit it.179 Almost all their 
people had […] deserted from them, they having in consequence of the desertions at 
                                                          
176 This interpretation differs significantly from Macaulay’s initially hostile reaction to the settlers in July 
1793, when he learned that Horrocks’ grumettas had been concealed within the colony. See above, ff. 105-11. 
177 Estill is recorded in Clarkson’s diary as chief mate on a ship commanded by S. Hebden, where he had to 
maintain discipline amongst a disorderly crew. Hart, ‘Clarkson’, p. 52. Estill also had experience as chief 
mate on the York and the Sierra Leone Packet. The Governor and Council appointed Estill as captain of the 
Sierra Leone Packet on 21 August 1793. It was noted that he has ‘now acquired a sufficient knowledge of the 
ounce [?] and ackey [?] trade’ and that he should be given orders to sail as far as Cape Coast Castle. Minutes 
of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 68, 88. In his diary Macaulay notes that Estill’s wages as captain of this ship 
were to be seven guineas. Diary, Thursday 19 September 1793, f. 18. 
178 Matthew Winterbottom was the younger brother of Dr. Thomas Winterbottom. His appointment as first 
mate on the Sierra Leone Packet was based on his acting ‘for some time past with great credit to himself as 
commander of the York…’. He had ‘expressed a strong desire of improving his acquaintance with the varied 
trade of the African coast’. However, he became ill on this voyage and on 4 November 1793 the Governor and 
Council gave permission to his brother to attend to the sick on board the ship. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 
270/2, pp. 88, 100. In January 1794, Matthew Winterbottom was the captain of the Anna, the vessel which 
took James Watt and John Lowes to the Rio Nunez for the start of their expedition to Timbo in the Futa Jalon. 
Winterbottom took John Lowes’ place on 6 February 1794 and subsequently kept a journal of his experiences. 
Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. xv, 1, 7. This journal does not survive, but it is clear that it was consulted 
extensively by Thomas Winterbottom in compiling his later account. Winterbottom, Native Africans, p. xvi. 
Matthew Winterbottom’s drowning at Dixcove on the Gold Coast occurred whilst he was in command of the 
Company ship, James and William. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/3, p. 17. 
179 He was still at the Iles de Los in January 1794. John Lowes and James Watt visited Jackson six days after 
leaving Freetown to commence their journey to Timbo in the Futa Jalon. Watt noted their hospitable recep-
tion, but also outlined their differences of opinion on the grumettas who deserted to Freetown the previous 
year. Mouser, Journal of James Watt, pp. 1-2; see above, ff. 105-11, 126-32.  
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this place [illegible, two words] been induced to sell them as fast as they could, at which 
they took the alarm and left them. /171/ 
 
21 September  A headman came down from Rokelle with some trifling trade. He ex-
pressed a strong desire to have a schoolmaster sent there.180 Indeed the desire of instruc-
tion is universal. There are three or four of our settlers now settled in the Rokelle and 
who have large plantations of rice there, so large as to astonish the natives. They have 
had land given them gratis. One of them reads and the man who was with us by his as-
sistance is now able to join three letters. The king of the Rokelle Country is Pa Simbra 
who lives about 25 miles up the country from the mouth of the Rokelle. His dominions 
join those of the Queah king a little above Bance Island. 
 
22nd  Horne preached in the forenoon from Numbers 10.29. Come with us and we will 
do thee good. In the afternoon he went to /172/ Granville Town and Mr. Garvin 
preached for him. He spoke from Peter 1: 3, 4 & 5. His preaching though it possesses 
little originality is likely to be useful. He is a soleminded man who seems to have it 
much at heart to save the souls of them that hear him. 
 Mr. Graham who acts as assistant storekeeper was taken ill a day or two ago, but is 
now better. 
 
23 September  We learnt that M. Renaud had passed in the night time and got clear off 
with his prize. He has left no one at Gambia [Island]. Mr. Seely has been ill but is now 
better. Wallace and Dixon are both poorly. The latter gentleman has done nothing since 
he came out here, and as he proposes returning in the Felicity, he will have received a 
pass out and home and besides his salary without making the smallest return to the 
Company. 
 Duke of Clarence returned from the Sherbro with rice. The grumettas on board of her 
made a heavy complaint against the master /173/ for beating them. After hearing the pa-
laver before one or two chiefs, it was agreed that a months pay at the master’s expence 
should be given to each of them. Steps were taken to prevent such a thing in future.181
 
25th  Some Nova Scotian reapers were sent over to assist Mr. Watt in cutting down his 
rice. 
 Pa London came down to tell us that M. Renaud had gone to Goree, and that we 
might now expect […] the whole trade of Bunch River to be brought down to us. He 
and King Jamie pressed much to have the price of camwood raised from four bars, the 
price we have given since the war to five bars, and they insisted on the example of 
Bance Island. We gave them to understand that we did not mean to make Bance Island 
                                                          
180 In his diary Macaulay records that the trader was ‘Mr. Roston from Rokelle’. Diary, Saturday 21 Septem-
ber 1793, f. 18. The Rokel is one of a number of waterways that flow into the Sierra Leone estuary. This estu-
ary is a ria into which the Bunce, the Rokel and Port Loko Creek flow. According to Winterbottom, the 
Temne name for Rokel was Robung-dakell meaning ‘River of Scales’. Winterbottom, Native Africans, pp. 3-
4.  Joseph Corry considered that the Rokel was ‘more diversified and picturesque than the Port Logo, and its 
borders better inhabited’. He visited the town of ‘Rochelle’ [Rokel] which he described as ‘another of Mr. 
Smart’s towns’. Corry, Windward Coast, pp. 45, 47-8.  A settlement named Rokel, approximately 15 miles 
south-east of Port Loko, is identified on modern maps. 
181 Macaulay records in his diary that ‘Hear the palaver wherin Jasper was accused of beating the grumetttas. 
Agreed that the grumettas should bring back the boat and that then they should be paid their wages and a 
month over ashore’. Diary, Thursday 26 September 1793, f. 20. 
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our example. That our goods were of the best kind and we could afford no more than 
four bars. We shewed them how Mr. Tilley had artfully lowered the price of slaves forty 
bars in the purchase of which he had no competitors that he might be /174/ enabled by 
his immense profits on slaves to pay a higher rate for camwood, the trade in which we 
contended with him for; but that we had no intention of entering into his views. We 
were disposed to pay such a price for camwood as we should not lose by, and more we 
would not pay on any account. This reasoning they were sensible to, but they hoped that 
as they were headmen, we would give them five bars for their own camwood and they 
would insist no longer on its being the general price. This we likewise refused, inculcat-
ing on them the maxim that there was no favour in trade: that if they wanted a present, it 
was a distinct palaver but that we could not confound what would be in fact a present 
with the price of the wood. They then gave up the point, London telling us that he ex-
pected to draw all the camwood from the Camarancas and Sherbro to his river, thence to 
be brought to us. This would be desirable as much /175/ trouble and risk would thereby 
be saved. 
 
27 September  A trader from the Kittim came here and acquainted us that there are no 
goods at all in that river or in the Gallinas, and that their rice season is commencing. 
Camwood abounds in that river.182 Nothing but the difficulty of the entrance has hith-
erto prevented our sending a craft there, but we have endeavoured to urge the traders to 
collect the camwood for us, and we have some prospect of procuring it in considerable 
quantities from them. The scarcity of goods is at present universal, and I am almost cer-
tain that in the Rio Nunez alone several thousand pounds worth of goods properly as-
sorted might be converted into ivory in a fortnight’s time.183
 
28 September  I went over to the Bullam Shore and found Watt well. He has finished 
his granary. He has cut down such part of his rice as was ready, and the crop is thought 
/176/ to be tolerably good. The cotton grows well but the canes look very poorly. The 
ants destroy them as fast as they grow up.184 These animals are much more numerous 
on the Bullam side than with us. They are frequently seen marching in large armies 
closely compacted and with great regularity for a considerable space. The people here 
shew a very pleasing desire of improving themselves. King, their instructor, is a zealous 
well meaning man, and has capacity though not sufficiently cultivated. It is necessary 
that a man should have very clear views of Gospel truths, who undertakes to unfold 
them to people so slow so unaccustomed to abstruse subjects as our African neighbours. 
It is absurd for a man, as King has done, to insist much on faith in Jesus Christ without 
                                                          
182 In his diary, Macaulay made an entry ‘Collins from Kittins’. Diary, Saturday 28 September 1793, f. 21. 
This location probably refers to the Kittam River located to the south of Sherbro Island. This river is unusual 
as it runs parallel to the sea. Modern maps indicate that in some places the Bum Kittam follows a course less 
than a mile from the sea. Zachary Macaulay visited Galinhas five years later in October 1798, which was lo-
cated approximately 150 miles from Freetown. This area, located in the south of Sierra Leone adjacent to 
modern-day Liberia, had developed an extensive slave trade by the end of the eighteenth century. John New-
ton, who traded there in the mid-eighteenth century, bartered some of his cargo for wood and ivory. Jones, 
Slaves to Palm Kernels, pp. 5, 22-33. Table 3 contains details of John Newton’s transactions between No-
vember 1750 and April 1754.  
183 Factories in the Rio Nunez became particularly associated with the sale of ivory and hides obtained from 
the caravan trade with the Fula of the Futa Jalon. Mouser, ‘Trade and Politics’, p. 29. 
184 In his brief diary notes Macaulay records that he was accompanied by Gray. He records that Watt has ‘cut 
down his ripe rice’, and that the ‘canes poor. Rice strong’. Diary, Saturday 28 September, 1793, f. 21. 
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explaining beforehand who Jesus Christ was, and what was the occasion of his advent. 
By the way [illegible, two words] some plain abridgements of scripture history /177/ is 
much wanted here. Even our preachers are miserably deficient in scriptural knowledge 
and they read so slowly that it would take them a long time to become acquainted even 
with the train of events. A book such as I recommend would not only give them a view 
of the Gospel scheme from first to last, but would likewise be useful for imprinting on 
their minds and the minds of children the most remarkable and useful passages of scrip-
ture history. It ought to contain few words of more than two syllables. 
 Strand has been ill but is now better. 
 
29 September  Horne preached in the forenoon from 1. Corinthians 11. 23 &c. prepara-
tory to administering the sacrament. He is particularly gifted as a minister of the Gos-
pel; I never knew a man who was calculated to be so generally useful as an expositor of 
scripture. In the afternoon he preached from 1. Corinthians 3. 1 to 13. 
 By leaving things to their own course /178/ the tide has now turned against Bever-
hout and the people begin to think that he is a deceiver. He has himself been endeavour-
ing to atone for his improper conduct since he has observed its ill success. Mr. Horne by 
avoiding all personality and by bringing forward the word of God in support of what he 
said, by conjuring his hearers as they valued their own souls to believe, not him or any 
other preachers but the express declarations of God and by shewing them the value of 
what they had at stake; by intreating them (apparently in a general way) to regard no 
man farther than he spoke as the oracle of God; and to weigh everything spoken to them 
in scripture scales, he has effectually opened their eyes and they begin to apologize for 
having injured him even in thought. 
 The weather has become tolerably pleasant, the rains are by no means frequent or 
continued, and when they fall it is generally at night. /179/ 
 
September 30  Providence was dispatched to the Camarancas. 
 
October 1  The James and William arrived from the Windward Coast with 3554lbs. of 
ivory.185 Two tons of pepper and three tons of rice. Had Davis taken casks with him, he 
might have filled up his vessel with the two last mentioned articles at a very easy rate. 
The fame of our settlement has spread. Three traders of some consequence have come 
up in the cutter and about fifteen grumettas who are to remain here or to be employed in 
the different craft. These men (crewmen) have none of the ordinary indolence of Afri-
cans about them, they are active, athletic and tractable.186 The Packet had passed them 
at a distance. 
 We mean to dispatch another vessel without delay to buy rice and pepper which it 
will only require a few days to collect a ship load of. 
 The vessel in which Gilbert took his passage to Antigua returned and gave us to 
know that /180/ he had been landed there in good health. 
 
2nd  A Mr. Richards, a young man well known to Mr. Wolff, and who acts as chief clerk 
at Bance Island came down. The mortality has been very great at Bance Island, and two 
                                                          
185 Macaulay notes in his diary that ‘vessel in bad order’. Diary, Tuesday 2 October, 1793. 
186 These crewmen were from the Kru Coast in present-day Liberia. Many Krumen migrated from home at a 
young age to work on ships, and their presence in Freetown is first recorded in 1793. Fyfe, History, p. 78.   
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men were dispaired of at his departure. He says that no attention whatever is paid to the 
sick, that it is with difficulty that even a cup of cold water can be procured, if one is so 
ill as to be unable to get it himself. Richards is a very decent modest young man, and 
well acquainted with business. 
 
3rd  Today died Mr. Walmsley the brick moulder. He was carried off by a fever which 
was more violent as he was addicted to […]. I forgot to mention the death of Mr. Hill, 
second mate of the Felicity who was taken ill at Bance Island where he was out of the 
reach of medical assistance. He died the day after he […] at the settlement. 
 We examined all the schools today. Numberless disorders had crept into them from 
the want of proper regulations, and proper /181/ superintendants, and from the teaching 
being very much […] on a particular mode of instruction. Since Mr. Garvin’s arrival we  
have set ourselves to correct these abuses and we are likely to succeed. We have now  
eight teachers in the colony including Mr. Garvin, but the number is still too small. Mr. 
Garvin will send a report on the state of the schools.187
 Mr. Dawes went over to the Bullam Shore. 
 
October 4  He returned much pleased with the appearance of everything. 
 Some Methodist preachers returned this morning from Granville Town, greatly re-
joicing in the work which God was carrying on there, and saying that many had proved 
obedient to the heavenly calling. On enquiry I found that the wildest extravagances had 
been committed there. People falling down as if dead and remaining in a trance for 
some time. Others bellowing with all their might pretended that the Devil overpowered 
by the preaching /182/ of the Word but unwilling to leave[?] them was wrestling with 
their spirits. Although I trust that in God’s hands any instrument may be useful in ac-
complishing his work, yet I have my fears that evil may follow this violent enthusiastic 
spirit excited chiefly by Beverhout. Granville Town is already torn by domestic dissen-
sions, and I am told that their differences are attended with great rancour. It was much 
to be wished that some soleminded and authorized Methodist preacher came out who 
might introduce more discipline and regularity among that sect, and correct the extrav-
agent ebullitions of their spirit. 
 The Domingo arrived from Gambia [River]. Wenham had been taken ill soon after 
his arrival and was thereby prevented from making so much trade as he otherwise might 
have done. He has brought down only 22 head of cattle, two tons of wax and 55lb. of 
ivory.188
 
                                                          
187 In his diary Macaulay recorded how the schools were ‘in wretched order. Obstinate. Self-conceited’. Diary 
Thursday 3 October 1793, f. 22. On 2 January 1794 the Governor and Council introduced a number of regula-
tions concerning the schools in the colony. These regulations incorporated Garvin’s advice on ‘the most likely 
means of remedying the deffects which at present exist in them…’.  Emphasis was placed on regular and 
punctual attendance, frequent examination, personal cleanliness and high standards of morality amongst pu-
pils and teachers. Class sizes of 50 or 60 were thought inappropriate and a target of 30 was set as the standard 
once a sufficient number of teachers could be recruited. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 118-23.  
188 Due to his illness Wenham was granted leave by the Governor and Council to return to England, on board 
the Felicity, for a few months. His command of the Domingo was transferred to William Davies ‘hitherto 
master of the James and William cutter’. Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 93-4. This may have been a 
recurrence of the illness which the Governor and Council noted on 14 February 1793. As the Sierra Leone 
Packet was due to sail, Wenham was transferred to the York as chief mate and Mr. Estill, chief mate of the 
York, took his place. Ibid., p. 68.   
68 Zachary Macaulay 
 
October 5  On the 8th I was siezed with a fever which has prevented me from doing any 
business whatever since that time. Mr. Dawes had been taken ill two days before. We 
are both recovering though still very weak, and unable to write or think much. Attribute 
to this the deficiency of many papers. 
 I understand there are only four Europeans left at Bance Island. 
 I close this but shall endeavour to scribble a few words more before the […] vessel 
goes.189
I am with much respect 
Dear Sir 












                                                          
189 It was resolved by the Governor and Council on 21 August 1793 that the Felicity should be ‘put as soon as 
possible into a state of repair and despatched to England’. Four reasons were put forward to justify this deci-
sion. Firstly, they had a quantity of ‘valuable produce’ that they wished to send to England; secondly, they 
were anxious to inform the Court of Directors of the state of the colony; thirdly, they were worried about the 
‘long silence’ of the Court of Directors and, fourthly, as the Amy had not arrived with supplies they were con-
cerned that ‘some accident might have befallen the Amy’. The Governor and Council decided on 19 Septem-
ber 1793 that due to the dangers of shipping that ‘none of the ivory which to the amount of six or seven tons 
was to have gone home in the Felicity should be sent, but that she be filled up with camwood, wax and pepper 
and the time of her sailing be fixed upon for the 14th of this month.  Minutes of Council, PRO CO 270/2, pp. 
88, 93. In a diary note, Macaulay records on 17 October 1793 that the ‘Felicity sails at night by the help of a 
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